Voters Shift the House to the Democrats

How to Read This Chart

In the chart, every district
by an arrow. The arrowhead

in the House is represented
is the margin of victory in

2006; the tail is the margin in 2004. If the arrow points to
the right, the district voted more Republican than in 2004;

if it points to the left, the dist

rict voted more Democratic.

The longer the arrow, the larger the shift.
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to the Democrats

This is the first election since at least 1970 in which
the Republicans failed to pick up a single Democratic
seat, excluding years when districts were redrawn.
Democrats benefited from the “six-year itch” that has
historically afflicted the party holding the White House

midway through a president’

s second term, particularly

when that party has controlled Congress as well.

Democrats defeated 20 R
19 of the 28 districts that swi

epublican incumbents, and
tched to Democrats elected

President Bush in 2004. As a group, the districts that

switched were mostly white,
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suburban and middle class.
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What Happened Across the House

Democrats won by larger margins in more than 80
percent of all the House districts when compared with 2004.
Here is how much larger the margins were for Democratic
candidates in different categories of districts:

SHIFT TOWARD
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES*

«———  i760pts.
461

<« 490

<« +1.0

<«—— +52
<« +35
<« +938
<« 182
<« 86
<« +438
<«—— 1838
<« +6.8
<« +85
«— +7.2
<« +90

“«—— 164

«-— 199
<« 199
«— 199

<« +3.2

<« 1901

<« +3.4

DISTRICT TYPE

All districts
Democrat-held
Republican-held
DEMOGRAPHICS

More than 50% black
More than 50% Hispanic
Urban districts
Mixed districts
Suburban districts
Rural districts

Less than $40,000

Median
$40,000 to $65,000 income
More than $65,000
Northeast
Midwest )

Region
South
West
2004 VOTE FOR PRESIDENT
10% or more } Bush
Less than 10% won by ...
Less than 10% } Kerry
10% or more won by...

INCUMBENT
Voted for war in Iraq
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*The median of the differences between the winning margin in 2006 and

the margin in 2004.
TIncludes two districts that will be de

cided in runoffs.

Sources: 2004 House data and some incumbent characteristics from the C.Q.
Voting and Elections Collection; 2006 data from The Associated Press;
demographic data from the Census Bureau; 2004 presidential vote data and
conservative rankings from the National Journal

Amanda Cox, Matthew Ericson and Archie Tse/The New York Times

More Democratic

More Republican

Margin of victory

+100 +50 0 +50 +100 = in pct. points
| | | |
Results as of 9 p.m.
esterday.
Each arrow
represents a district.
D
Districts pointing
e left became more 8 Very strong
S Democratic. Democrats
=8 Lopsided races
~ - .
¥ where candidates
K Districts pointing faced little or no
5 right became more opposition.
e Republican
— ebieen
O
—
R
R
T s
S In contested races
% where Democrats
= won by large
R margins,
candidates did not
41—’ gain or lose much
R from their results in
Every district in the 2004.
X House is shown here in
75 order from those that
— 3 voted most Democratic
X to those that voted most
3 Republican in this
‘3; election.
- | =
é
3 LARGEST SHIFT
OF DISTRICTS THAT Strong
% SWITCHED PARTIES 1 Democrats
Pa. 10th District
*‘E; e Races won by a
57 VOTE MARGINS (pct. pts.) margm of more
:* 2004: +85 Republican than five percent-
——— 2006: + 6 Democrat age points.
= Don Sherwood, the
E incumbent, admitted
3 to having an
§ extramarital affair. -
—»1:
S
3
P Ohio 18 In half of the
—3 . districts that
—> . Pa.7 f
3 Colo. 7 switched from
T Gonn. 5 Republicans to
S lowa 1 Democrats, the
= - N.Y. 24 margin of victory
I e E— NG 31 changed by more
T nt.2 than 30 percent.
p— N.Y. 20 :
- Pa. 10
— Minn. 1
Ind. 9 Fla. 22
— /Snzf \%;Vy. 38 c|°se
—— Kan2 Fla 16 1 Democrats
N.H. 1 NY.19
lowa 2
S Pa. 8
!
' 10 Undecided’
1 Close
Republicans
. 17 Strong
Republican Republicans
candidates lost
ground in 88 =
percent of the races =
that they won. =
:%—
=
1)j
r
=
—_—
p
e
Circles represent districts :«
whose boundaries were k)
changed between 2004 3=
and 2006. o
<
— 5
——=
— 1 Very strong
—= 1L Republicans
-




