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Voters Shift the House to the Democrats

Every district in the 
House is shown here in 
order from those that 
voted most Democratic 
to those that voted most 
Republican in this 
election.

Each arrow 
represents a district.

Key

Districts pointing 
left became more 

Democratic.

Districts pointing 
right became more 

Republican.

Circles represent districts 
whose boundaries were 
changed between 2004 
and 2006.

 Sources: 2004 House data and some incumbent characteristics from the C.Q. 
Voting and Elections Collection; 2006 data from The Associated Press; 
demographic data from the Census Bureau; 2004 presidential vote data and 
conservative rankings from the National Journal

* The median of the differences between the winning margin in 2006 and 
the margin in 2004.

† Includes two districts that will be decided in runoffs.

+100  +50 0 +50 +100  In the chart, every district in the House is represented 
by an arrow. The arrowhead is the margin of victory in 
2006; the tail is the margin in 2004. If the arrow points to 
the right, the district voted more Republican than in 2004; 
if it points to the left, the district voted more Democratic. 
The longer the arrow, the larger the shift.

13 Very strong 
Republicans

170 Strong 
Republicans

13 Close 
Republicans

13 Close 
Democrats

10 Undecided†

Races won by a 
margin of more 
than five percent-
age points.

134 Strong 
Democrats

Lopsided races 
where candidates 
faced little or no 
opposition.

82 Very strong 
Democrats

LARGEST SHIFT 
OF DISTRICTS THAT 
SWITCHED PARTIES

Pa. 10th District
VOTE MARGINS (pct. pts.)

2004: +85 Republican
2006: +  6 Democrat

Don Sherwood, the 
incumbent, admitted 
to having an 
extramarital affair.

More Democratic More Republican Margin of victory 
in pct. points

Results as of 9 p.m. 
yesterday.

Amanda Cox, Matthew Ericson and Archie Tse/The New York Times

2006 2004
MARGIN OF

VICTORY

2004 2006
MARGIN OF

VICTORY

DISTRICT
SWITCHED

TO DEMOCRAT

How to Read This Chart

Districts That Switched to the Democrats

What Happened Across the House

331
districts 

voted more 
Democratic

28
seats 

switched to 
Democrats

75
districts 

voted more 
Republican

No seats switched to Republicans.

In contested races 
where Democrats 
won by large 
margins, 
candidates did not 
gain or lose much 
from their results in 
2004.

In half of the  
districts that 
switched from 
Republicans to 
Democrats, the 
margin of victory 
changed by more 
than 30 percent.

Republican 
candidates lost 
ground in 88 
percent of the races 
that they won.

This is the first election since at least 1970 in which 
the Republicans failed to pick up a single Democratic 
seat, excluding years when districts were redrawn. 
Democrats benefited from the “six-year itch” that has 
historically afflicted the party holding the White House 
midway through a president’s second term, particularly 
when that party has controlled Congress as well.

Democrats defeated 20 Republican incumbents, and 
19 of the 28 districts that switched to Democrats elected 
President Bush in 2004. As a group, the districts that 
switched were mostly white, suburban and middle class.

Democrats won by larger margins in more than 80 
percent of all the House districts when compared with 2004. 
Here is how much larger the margins were for Democratic 
candidates in different categories of districts:

SHIFT TOWARD
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES* DISTRICT TYPE

Median
income

Region

Bush 
won by . . .

Kerry 
won by . . .

Bush 
won by . . .

Kerry 
won by . . .

All districts

Democrat-held

Republican-held

DEMOGRAPHICS

More than 50% black

More than 50% Hispanic

Urban districts

Mixed districts

Suburban districts

Rural districts

Less than $40,000

$40,000 to $65,000

More than $65,000

Northeast

Midwest

South

West

2004 VOTE FOR PRESIDENT

10% or more

Less than 10%

Less than 10%

10% or more

INCUMBENT

Voted for war in Iraq

Voted against war in Iraq

 pts.+7.6

+6.1

+9.0

+1.0

+5.2

+3.5

+9.8

+8.2

+8.6

+4.8

+8.8

+6.8

+8.5

+7.2

+9.0

+6.4

+9.9

+9.9

+9.9

+3.2

+9.1

+3.4

PERCENTAGE WHITE
NUMBER OF 

SWITCH DISTRICTS

50%-60%
60%-70%
70%-80%
80%-90%
More than 90%

U.S. 
average: 
66%

URBANIZATION

Urban
Mixed urban/suburban
Suburban
Rural

TERMS SERVED IN HOUSE 
BY THE LOSING INCUMBENT

More than 10 terms
4 to 9 terms
1 to 3 terms
No incumbent in race

2004 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

More than 10%
Less than 10%
Less than 10%
More than 10%

LOSING INCUMBENT’S 
CONSERVATIVE RANK

Top 25%
25% to 40%
40% to 50%
Bottom 50%

2
2
6
5

13

1
12
11

4

4
11

5
8

9
10

8
1

6
7
5
2
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ONLINE: THE MIDTERM ELECTIONS

as the daughter of a Baltimore may-
or and congressman, the youngest
and only girl in a family of six chil-
dren, and the mother of five — has
prepared her perfectly.

“I’ll say to her, ‘Nancy, I’d blow up
if I had to deal what you deal with,’
and she says, ‘I had five children in
six years,’ ” said Representative
Anna G. Eshoo, Democrat of Califor-
nia, an old friend of Ms. Pelosi. “If
there wasn’t discipline in her house,
there would have been chaos. She
knows how important that is.”

Ms. Pelosi’s colleagues and friends
describe her as a person of singular
focus. That was evident as the House
worked its final night before break-
ing to campaign for the midterm
elections, significantly distracted by
the resignation of Representative
Mark Foley, Republican of Florida,
after he was revealed to have sent
sexually explicit electronic mes-
sages to Congressional pages. 

Toward midnight, Ms. Pelosi took
the floor. “As a mother and grand-
mother and the leader of the House
Democrats,” she began, demanding
an investigation into what House
leaders knew about the Foley mes-
sages. Republicans booed, a rarity
even in the raucous House chamber.
She pressed on, however, smiling her
unbudging smile.

“Mr. Speaker, once again, as a
mother and a grandmother,” she
continued, demanding that the votes
be recorded.

Representative George Miller,
Democrat of California, said, one of
the things that motivated her to run
for leadership “was that people
didn’t want to win.” 

“They were all going through the
motions, but they weren’t kicking it
into gear.” he said. “She looked
around and said, ‘What is this? I
didn’t come here to hang out.’ ” 

After the Democrats lost in 2004,
Ms. Pelosi talked to consultants
about how the party could win, rath-
er than resigning itself to minority
status. Their suggestion, her advis-
ers said, was to “take down” the
president; it was not enough to sim-
ply kick him in the shins. Then, the
consultants advised, she had to dif-
ferentiate between the two parties,
and finally, articulate the positive
things that the Democrats would do. 

She fought the president first on
Social Security, sending Democratic
lawmakers to tell the elderly in town-
hall-style meetings that the presi-
dent’s plan for change would reward
Wall Street at their expense.

While she had long opposed the
war, she also realized that a liberal
congresswoman from California
would have little impact in speaking
out against it. And she pushed back
against liberal members of her party
who wanted to protest by denying fi-
nancing for the war. Instead, she
worked quietly with Representative
John P. Murtha, a conservative
Democrat from Pennsylvania and a
veteran who had supported the war,
to get him to express his growing
doubts about it.

Representative Edward J. Mar-
key, Democrat of Massachusetts,
said: “The most credible person in
the Democratic Party would be the
face of the party on this issue. She
knew that because he had supported
it, he had the greatest credibility to
critique it.”

Mr. Markey called Ms. Pelosi a lib-
eral pragmatist: “San Francisco on
the inside, Baltimore on the outside.”

When Ms. Pelosi and Senate Dem-
ocratic leaders were drafting their
“Six for ‘06” platform going into the
campaign, she pushed back on in-
cluding traditionally liberal ideas
like universal health care.

“She realizes that you cannot
make everyone happy,” said Senator
Harry Reid of Nevada, the Demo-
cratic leader.

Ms. Pelosi has used a style that
one Democratic aide characterized
as “chocolate and the gavel” to bring
party members along. As she rose
through the ranks, she would often

deliver chocolate cakes to support-
ers or helpful staff members, and
now her meetings are characterized
by bowls of Ghirardelli chocolate.
Representative Gene Taylor, a con-
servative Democrat from Mississip-
pi, was heartened when Ms. Pelosi
called to encourage his efforts after
Republicans had refused to extend
health benefits to reservists in a mili-
tary appropriations bill. Mr. Taylor
had voted against her in the leader-
ship elections, but the gesture was
the start of a positive relationship.

“She puts a very big premium on
people who have ideas, but not if you
think your idea is to the exclusion of
everyone else’s input,” Mr. Taylor
said. 

Where the history is not so clear is
whether Ms. Pelosi can find common
ground with Republicans, if they let
her. Her advisers say she wants to
work in a bipartisan manner, but
that does not mean agreeing to ev-
erything. 

The biggest question is how Ms.
Pelosi will define her relationship
with President Bush. Her staff says
the two already have some rapport
because of the documentary film
that her youngest child, Alexandra,
made about the president’s 2000
campaign. But that is different from
a working political relationship.

She will have her first chance on
Thursday, when she has lunch with
Mr. Bush.

In a rare unscripted moment
Wednesday, Ms. Pelosi noted that
Mr. Bush had telephoned her that
morning. “He called to congratulate
me, referred to me as Madam Speak-
er-elect,” she said, smiling. She
paused, then — still smiling — added,
“I referred to him as Mr. President.”

The speaker-elect

seems to be an idealist

without illusions.

WOMAN IN THE NEWS

Ready to Be the Voice

Of the New House Majority
Continued From Page A1

By JESSE McKINLEY
SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 8 — In

many ways, it was just another night
in San Francisco’s iconoclastic poli-
tics: voters handily passed a resolu-
tion calling for the impeachment of
the President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney; a bike-riding
member of the Board of Supervisors
apparently won re-election while his
wife was reported to have screamed
an epithet at opponents; and Star-
child, a male exotic dancer and Lib-
ertarian candidate, saw his pro-can-
nabis, pro-small government, pro-hot
pants campaign for local office come
to crashing halt. 

But then the city veered main-
stream. With Democrats winning
control of the House, Nancy Pelosi, a
longtime congresswoman whose dis-
trict includes most of San Francisco,
was poised to become the highest-
ranking woman in Washington. Dem-
ocrats heaped praise on Ms. Pelosi
from all corners of the country.

That seemed a long way from 2004,
when many Democrats were blam-
ing San Francisco — and particular-
ly Ms. Pelosi’s close ally, Mayor
Gavin Newsom — for granting mar-
riage licenses to hundreds of same-
sex couples and driving conservative
voters to the polls in great numbers.

Gone, at least for a respectful mo-
ment, were the jokes about San
Francisco’s embrace of medical ma-
rijuana dispensaries and derisive

comments about “San Francisco val-
ues”; instead, the new whipping boys
were Republicans in Washington. 

There was, of course, the small
matter of Measure J, which called on
elected officials to remove Mr. Bush
and Mr. Cheney from office. It got
nearly 60 percent of the vote. 

But on a day when Democrats
were trying to reach across the aisle,
Mayor Newsom essentially called
the proposition silly and said he did
not even vote on it. “It’s irrelevant,”
he said. 

There was still plenty of eye candy
for those seeking politics as usual,
San Francisco style. 

In one heated Board of Supervi-
sors race, the wife of one candidate
was reported by The Fog City Jour-
nal, a local political blog, to have in-
troduced her husband by calling one
of his detractors a vulgar epithet. (In
her defense, a photograph on the site
shows her holding two empty Cham-
pagne flutes.)

In another supervisors’ race, Star-
child was defeated despite a plat-
form that included fixing potholes,
deprioritizing the enforcement of
victimless crime and “making San
Francisco more fun again.” 

For all that, however, Mayor New-
som said the stereotype of San Fran-
cisco as a bastion of fringe politics
was way overblown. “It’s a remark-
ably sane city,” he said, “for all our
eccentricities.”

Routine Night in San Francisco
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