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PUBLIC NOTICE

Spring Fling bingo
The Bloomfi eld VFW Auxiliary 
has cancelled its Spring Fling 
Bingo on Saturday, March 
28. In addition, the auxiliary’s 
April and May meetings have 
been cancelled. 

Summer ball
Boys and girls are invited 
to register for the 2019 
Bloomfi eld summer youth 
ball program.  Registration 
forms  are available at the 
Bloomfi eld City offi ces and 
school.

Legals in this issue
• Bloomfi eld school, minutes 
& bills
• Lewis & Clark, notice
• Knox County, notice
• Organizations
• Turn to 7 for Legals
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blood drive planned
The American Red Cross 
Bloodmobile will be at the 
Bloomfi eld Community Center 
on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
from noon until 6 p.m. Please 
come and donate.

Summer ball
Boys and girls are invited 
to register for the 2019 
Bloomfi eld summer youth 
ball program.  Registration 
forms  are available at the 
Bloomfi eld City offi ces and 
school.

Alumni banquet
BHS Alumni Banquet
Save the date and make 
plans to attend this year’s 
BHS Alumni Banquet.  A meal 
of roast beef, mash potatoes 
and gravy, corn, bun, and 
dessert will follow at 6pm. 
Tickets will be $19 each and 
will go on sale April 1. If you 
have any questions call Sandi 
Miller at 402-640-0615.

Legals in this issue
• Creighton school, minutes & 
bills
• Creighton City, minutes & bills
• Bloomfi eld water
• Creighton Water
• Bloomfi eld Airport
• Turn to 6 & 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

BLOOMFIELD

Preschool registration
Creighton Public Preschool is 
currently taking registrations 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
must be 4 by July 31, 2020. 
To register please call 
Creighton Public Schools at 
358-5001.  

St. Ludger 
St. Ludger Elementary is  
currently taking registration 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
need to be 4 by July 31, 
2021.

KNOX COUNTY
Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Two Locations!
    Bloomfield    Creighton
402-373-2332 402-358-5520

www.PitzerDigital.com

Second COVID-19 positive test reported
By KCN STAFF

news@myknoxconews.com
A second positive test for COVID-19 was reported in 

Knox County this week.
The North Central District Health Department 

announced that they were notifi ed of the positive test on 
Tuesday. NCDHD reported the person is a Knox County 
man in his 30s who recently traveled to another state where 
there is community transmission of the virus. He is self-
isolating at home.

The health department released the only known 
community exposure times, which is low risk, related to the 
case are the following:

• Sunday, March 15th from 9:30 AM-11:30 AM at Country 
Market in Bloomfi eld, NE

• Saturday, March 14th from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at 
Dollar General in Hooper, NE

“At this time, general risk to the community remains 
low, however NCDHD encourages the community to self-
monitor their symptoms,” the press release stated. “All 

identifi ed close contacts will self-quarantine (stay home) 
and be actively monitored twice daily by public health 
offi  cials for fever and respiratory symptoms.”

A 16-year-old boy from Crofton, who was Knox 
County’s fi rst positive case and had been treated in the 
Biocontainment Unit, was discharged Monday after three 
negative tests for COVID-19, according to the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. 

Widespread closures began across the county this week, 
including all Knox County schools and several businesses. 

Bloomfi eld Community School announced they will be 
closed for a minimum of two weeks, starting March 17. 
Grades 7-12 will follow e-learning via zoom and will follow 
their regular schedule. K-6 students were sent home with 
enrichment work. Parent Teacher Conferences will be at 
the scheduled time via phone conferences. Bloomfi eld 
Community Schools are off ering school lunches during 
their time of closure. Go to Bloomfi eld Schools website or 

Schools close two weeks for social distancing

Icebergs remained for weeks after the fl ood of the Niobara River. - Please see FLOOD, page 2

'People love it here, and they’re not willing to just give up'
FLOOD: ONE YEAR LATER

HELPING BACK HOME
Creighton graduate Erin (Best) 
Pulec brought a semi full of 
donations to Verdigre in May.

HIGHWAYS FLOODED
Highway 84 near Bloomfi eld was 
also under water on March 13, 
2019, thank to the bomb cyclone. 

FARM FAMILY
Willard Ruzicka of Verdigre 
was among the many long-time 
farmers who witnessed icebergs 
destroying their home. 

County rebounds from historic fl ood
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
It's been little more than a year the Spencer Dam broke loose, 

unleashing the raging water and chunks of ice that ravaged homes, 
farmland, livestock, streets, parks, bridges, businesses and lives.

Since then Niobrara residents, along with hundreds of volunteers, 
have worked tirelessly to restore and rebuild what was destroyed. And 
now, even when spring reports suggest that the river level might rise 
once again, it doesn’t seem to dampen their spirits.

“Niobrara is a river town. We’ve always been a river town,” says 
Mona Weatherwax, the Village Clerk of Niobrara. “When the town fi rst 
fl ooded way back in March of 1881, they put the buildings on skids and 
just moved it to a diff erent location.  People love it here, and they’re not 
willing to just give up on it.”

Tony Tschirren, a NDOT (Nebraska Department of Transportation), 
supervisor said he doesn’t have anxiety about any forecasted weather 
causing the same kind of catastrophe. “We’re so far ahead of where we 
were at this time last year, as far as the ground thawing out and everything; 
I don’t think we are worried about the same thing happening.”

Also, the proven resilience of the community could be what keeps 
residents focusing on the positives. Instead of dwelling on the fact that 

KCN FILE PHOTOS
Tony Tschirren fi lls a pump with gas in an attempt to pump water near Maiden's Leap on Highway 12 near Niobrara on Tuesday. Tschirren, who 
oversees the Nebraska Department of Roads in this area and graduate from Niobrara, said, "This is absolutely insane. I've never seen anything like 
this before."

COURTESY SHANE GRECKEL

COURTESY LORI KNIGGE

SOURCE: CDC- Please see REPORTED, page 2

Sunday
  High 43
  Low: 31
  Precip: 20%

Friday
  High 20
  Low: 8
  Precip: 10%

Saturday
  High 32
  Low: 24
  Precip: 0%

BLOOMFIELD

Preschool registration
Creighton Public Preschool is 
currently taking registrations 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
must be 4 by July 31, 2020. 
To register please call 
Creighton Public Schools at 
358-5001.  

St. Ludger 
St. Ludger Elementary is  
currently taking registration 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
need to be 4 by July 31, 
2021.

Special hearing
The special hearing that was 
to be held March 26th at 5:30 
p.m. has been postponed. 
The purpose of the meeting 
at the time of it’s posting was 
to hold a personnel policy 
workshop. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Brooke and Cory Sonnichsen, and daughters Marrich and Dalee, on their trip to the Grand Canyon before Cory tested positive for 
COVID-19 last week.

- Please see COVID-19,  page 3

WHAT VIRUS IS REALLY LIKE

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myknoxconews.com

One Bloomfi eld family knows what 
the coronavirus feels like, but even they 
can’t tell you exactly what symptoms to 
watch for. 

Cory Sonnichsen, 30, who was the 
second positive test for COVID-19 in 
Knox County last Tuesday, just felt tired 
and achy. His wife Brooke had a runny 
nose, headache and congestion. Their 
daughters, Marrich and Dalee, are 
now showing signs of cold symptoms, 
including a dry, itchy throat and a 
stuff y nose.

 “None of us had a fever throughout 
this,” Brooke said. “I just really want to 
emphasize that someone who has this 
virus can show little to no symptoms, 
while someone else could get deathly 
ill from it. It's not a joking matter, it is 
very scary.” 

They think it all started a couple 
weeks ago as their family prepared for 
a vacation to Las Vegas and the Grand 
Canyon. The night before they left, 
the Sonnichsens stayed overnight in 
Omaha. Unfortunately, Marrich broke 
her arm and had to be taken to the ER 
in Omaha that night.

 “The waiting room was packed 

full of people wearing masks and sick 
people,” Brooke said. “They knew we 
weren't sick, so they took us back right 
away, not knowing that Cory was with 
us. So he ended up out in the waiting 
room while we were back getting her 
arm taken care of.” 

They were able to leave for their 
vacation on March 11; however, it got 
cut a little short.

 “My sister had to hightail it back to 
Germany because of all the restrictions 
and borders being closed because of the 
virus,” she said. “We got in on Saturday 
(March 14) around 6 p.m., and Cory 
said he was tired and achy, so he went 
to sleep.”

Although Cory had no other 
symptoms, Brooke messaged Dr. Riley 
Eckmann.

 “She advised us to social distance and 
try to avoid contact with other people 
just to be safe,” she said. “We went to 
the grocery store on Sunday morning 
since everybody would be in church, 
and we wouldn't have to interact with 
a lot of people. Other than going to the 
grocery store for 20 minutes, he slept 
almost 36 hours straight, but then he 
woke up and was completely fi ne.”

 Although Cory is an LPN at Good 
Samaritan Center in Bloomfi eld, he 
didn’t return to work Sunday night for 
precautionary reasons. 

 By Monday morning, he was feeling 
completely fi ne, but received a call 
asking him to go to Creighton to take a 
test for the coronavirus.

“There are not many tests available 
around here to give, so the only reason 
he was able to get one was because we 
traveled outside of the state,” Brooke 
said. “He was 100 percent sure that 
he did not have the coronavirus. He 
received a call the next day saying 
the test came back positive. He was 
frustrated and confused because he felt 
fi ne.”

 The Sonnichsens received strict 
orders not to leave their home or 
have contact with anyone. Cory was 
supposed to isolate himself from the 
rest of his family. Unfortunately, by 
this time, it was too late. 

 “It started off  with a runny nose, 
then I started getting a really bad 
headache and really congested,” 
Brooke said. “My head felt like it was 
going to explode. I consulted with the  

KNOX COUNTY

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

In just one week, the traditional image of a school 
classroom changed drastically. Due to the potential 
threat of the doronavirus spreading, students in 
Creighton (and across the state) had to exit their 
buildings and go home to be “schooled.” 

Despite the uncertainties that loomed,  Creighton 
teachers accepted the challenge. Consequently, the 
school’s administrators have seen some bright lights 
amidst the dark cloud of COVID-19 that descended 
on communities. 

Creighton’s educators, according to both Principal 
Ryon Nilson and Superintendent Robby Thompson, 
have been doing “an amazing job” of communicating 
with students and providing enrichment activities 
for them.

“I think our teachers have been ingenious. 
They’re so innovative in what they’re doing to ‘fl ip’ 
these classrooms and present remarkable ideas and 
enrichment activities,” Nilson said.

Most turned to technology to communicate with 
students, to conduct lab experiments, to read to 
students, to off er a relevant video to watch, suggest 
a journal prompt, to play a review game, or provide 
an abundance of other engaging activities.  

“Our teachers have embraced that change for the 
betterment of our students. We take great pride in 
the fact that our students were only ‘out’ of school 
one day, and we began delivering e-Enrichment 
the next day.  I think that speaks to the preparation 
that took place prior to our extended closure by 
everyone,” Nilson said. 

That preparation involved meetings with the 
administrative team and staff  to discuss what the 
school day would look like outside of the classroom, 
but also started way before that.

“I really think our teachers were ahead of the 
game when it comes to using technology,” said 
Thompson. “We have been using Google Classroom 
for awhile now, so they’ve already mastered digital 
learning. And our teachers and kids all knew how 
to use Zoom by the time they left the building, if not 
before,” he said.

So, if terms like Zoom, TikTok, Kahoot, or SeeSaw 
weren’t familiar to parents before, they probably 

Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Bloomfi eld family shares 
their story of COVID-19

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
Bloomfi eld teachers, paras and lunch staff — including Debbie Nipp —are 
busy with lunches for Bloomfi eld Community students. 

Teachers turn 
situation into 
'amazing job'

- Please see-TEACHERS,  page 3 

PHOTO BY THELMA SCHROEDER
Payton Schroeder works on school activities while at 
home in Creighton during the COVID-19 closure. 

Sunday
  High 59
  Low: 33
  Precip: 10%

Friday
  High 48
  Low: 39
  Precip: 20%

Saturday
  High 45
  Low: 35
  Precip: 100%

School hasn't stopped for Bees
By GARRIANN EDHOLM

& CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Bloomfi eld was the fi rst school in the area to close 
its doors for the rest of the year. But school has always 
been in session.

Superintendent Shane Alexander said Bloomfi eld 
has been using Zoom software to communicate with 
students and has a daily attendance of around 95 
percent.

"It's working really well," Alexander said. "Our 
teachers can see our students, and our students can 
see each other. There's the social aspect."

Alexander said his staff  began working on how 
they would deal with closure weeks ago. Although it 
was considered temporary when the announcement 
was made March 16, the Bees were ready to continue 
education with graded assignments, where as most 
schools could only utilize enrichment activities. 

"Being one-to-one, all of our 7-12 grade students 
have a school-issued computer.  About one week prior 
to the actual closure, an app called Zoom was installed 
on all computers," he said. 

Alexander said on the fi rst day of Zoom school — 

March 17 — students were required to log into their 
account and continue their education. 

"Teachers are still reporting to the building and 
teaching via the Zoom app. Attendance is being taken 
every period as a way to show accountability for 
everyone," he said.

Alexander admitted there have been a few issues, 
as one would expect with technology, but he had 
nothing but rave reviews for his students, faculty, 
staff  and even parents.

A concern, he said, was having Internet access for 
all students. He's currently working with AT&T to 
help with some hot spots. However, most of the issues 
have been resolved quickly thanks to great service 
from Great Plains.

"I can't say enough about Great Plains," Alexander 
said. "They've been great to work with through this."

As for elementary, Alexander said things are a bit 
diff erent but still very accommodating. Grades 3-6 
were provided with paper educational packets for 
continuance of knowledge enrichment. 

Those teachers also put together a list of many 

- Please see- BLOOMFIELD,  page 3 



KNOX COUNTY NEWSPAGE 2 - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020 
3

KNOX COUNTY NEWS

- Continued From Page  1

teachers
understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.

ANTELOPE COUNTY NEWSANTELOPE COUNTY NEWS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2020 - PAGE 3

Antelope, Holt & Knox
$35.00

Other NE Counties
$37.00

Out of State
$40.00

College (9 months)
$29.00

Single Copy Sales
$1.00

The advertiser and agency agrees to defend and indemnify the 
publisher against any and all liability, loss or expense arising 
from claims of libel, unfair competition, unfair trade practices, 
infringement or trademarks, copyrights, trade names, resulting 
from the publication of the advertiser’s advertisement.

314 Main Street • Neligh, NE 68756
402-887-4000

news@myantelopecountynews.com
USPS #410-520, Copyright © 2019 by Pitzer 
Digital, LLC, is published weekly by Carrie Pitzer, 
314 M Street, Neligh NE 68756. Call 402-887-4000 
to subscribe. Periodical postage is paid at Neligh, 
Nebraska. Carrie Pitzer

Publisher
& Owner

Wade Pitzer
Ad Director
& Owner

Knox County Residents $35.00
Other Nebraska Counties $37.00
Out of State/Dual Address $40.00
College (9 months) $29.00
Single Copy Sales $1.00

The advertiser and agency agrees to defend and indemnify the publisher against and all liability, loss or expense arising 
from claims of libel, unfair competition, unfair trade practices, infringement or trademarks, copyrights, trade names, 
resulting from the publication of the advertiser’s advertisement.

Knox County News/ Bloomfield News
110 N Broadway St. • PO Box 547

Bloomfield, NE 68718
402-373-2332

news@myknoxconews.com

Bloomfield Monitor/Knox County News, USPS #358-840, Copyright © 2019 by Pitzer Digital, 
LLC is published weekly by Carrie Pitzer, 110 N Broadway St, Bloomfield NE 68718. Business 
and Editorial Offices: 110 N Broadway St, Bloomfield NE 68718, Accounting and Circulation 
Offices: Carrie Pitzer, 314 M Street, Neligh NE 68756.

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher
& Owner

Wade Pitzer
Ad Director

& Owner

Jenny Higgins
Reporter

Jessy 
Hilkemeier

Reporter

Trisha Zach
Managing

Editor

Bailey Frey
Intern

Shelby Pitzer
Intern

Jenny Higgins
Managing 

Editor

Luke Jacobsen
Sports

Shelby Pitzer
Accounting

Thelma
Schroeder

News

Angie Janovec
Graphic
Design

Antelope
County News
Antelope
County News

TH
EOrchard News

The Neligh News & Leader

AntelopeAntelopeAntelopeAntelope

Tammy
Schindler

News

Kelli Garcia
News

ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 

Garriann
Edholm

News
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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laughed. Brian added with 
a chuckle, “They had this 
hypnotizing eff ect on me.”

After doing some research and 
asking around, the couples came 
across Randy and Tara Cipriano, 
who have been raising llamas in 
Garland, Nebraska since 1986. 
They started out with two, and 
now have a herd of 130 plus. Randy 
travels to Argentina and Chile to 
pick out his llamas to bring back to 
Garland to breed. 

The Davises fi rst showed up at 
Cipriano’s with an idea of the age 
of the llama they wanted and a 
budget. They ended up purchasing 

Golden Boy and Barack, who were 
both 6 months of age. 

When Lori found out Brenda, 
her friend since childhood, had a 
llama she said, “If Brenda gets a 
llama, I want a llama too.” 

That's when Temptress was 
purchased. Her name and 
beautiful white coat were the 
deciding factors for their fi rst 
female of the group. She was 2 
years old when she was purchased 
with an end goal of breeding her. 

On Saturday night, the animals 
will make their television debut 
on “Heartland Docs, DVM.” The 
program has local appeal, as it 

focuses on a pair of Hartington 
veterinarians, Ben and Erin 
Schroeder, and the work they do in 
the area.  

Brian has been using the 
Schroeder’s veterinarian services 
for their horses, and then for the 
llamas, when needed.  Before 
they had any knowledge of the 
show, the Davises asked Ben and 
Erin to ultrasound Temptress to 
make sure she was bred. Then, it 
just so happened that Brian and 
Brenda had their dogs over at the 
Heartland Docs offi  ce on a day 
of fi lming. The vets asked if the 
couples and their llamas would 
be interested in being part of the 
show. Of course, they agreed.

The fi rst episode consists of 
the couples hauling their llamas 
over to Heartland Docs’ offi  ce for 
wellness checkups. According to 
Brian, a day of fi lming is no easy 
task. It's redoing the same thing 
over and over for 6-8 hours, for 
just a few minutes of TV time. 
However, they’ve truly enjoyed 
working with the crew. 

“We’re just having a lot of fun 
with it,” Brian said. 

Brenda added, “Ben and Erin 
are such good good people, so any 
positive press we can get here is a 
plus by just telling our stories of 
farming and farm work.” 

National Geographic held a 
premiere party at the Hartington 
Hotel, which Ben and Erin 
remodeled as part of their side 
hobby. There were top executives 
from National Geographic 
there and everyone who made 
an appearance on the show. 
The Davises and Mosses taped 
numerous episodes and have made 

their llamas little “reality stars.”
According to all, these animals 

and their friendship have been a 
unique bonding, memory-making 
experience. 

The Davises recalled when they 
fi rst brought the llamas to their 
farm in Bloomfi eld, they were 
pretty skittish, as it takes a lot of 
time and handling to get them 
tame. 

Veterinarian Lori Moss 
concurred. “They like to have 
interaction with humans by 
pushing their nose against your 
nose,” she said. “So when we go 
out to see them, we lean forward, 
put our nose out there and they 
will reach out and put their nose 
against our respective noses.”  

Whether it’s just a stereotype or 
not, llamas do have a reputation 
for spitting at people.  Brenda says 
she's only seen Temptress “spit” 
twice. One time actually makes 
the show, when the Heartland 
Docs were trying to give her some 
deworming medication and she 
spit it right back out. The other 
was when the boys got a little too 
close to her during her pregnancy. 

However, according to Lori, 
llamas don’t usually spit at 
humans. They tend to save it for 
members of their own species. 
Instead of spitting, they actually 
do a lot of humming.

 “Llamas use humming as their 
way of communicating and tend to 
hum for a variety of reasons,” says 
Monte. Mamas hum to greet their 
babies, but also when tired and 
cautious.

Tune in on Saturday night to 
see all of their antics capture for 
reality television.
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10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property

Heart Healthy 

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Reality TV

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Feb. 4 25 13 0 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 32 13 0 
Thursday,  Feb. 6 40 10 0 
Friday,  Feb. 7 31 15 0  
Saturday,  Feb. 8 38 9 0  
Sunday, Feb. 9 32 20 0 
Monday,  Feb. 10 39 12 0 

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

ACROSS
1. Sell illegally
6. Crime scene evidence
9. “From California to 

the New York Island,” e.g.
13. Berth deck in relation 

to poop deck
14. Poetic over
15. Chocolate cake 

ingredient
16. Like Solitaire player
17. Go a-courting
18. Packing
19. *”Go Tell It on the 

Mountain” author
21. *South Africa’s fi rst 

black president
23. Bag, ‡ Paris
24. Schooner pole
25. #1 on Billboards 

Chart, e.g.
28. One way to memorize
30. *Civil rights activist 

and Ferguson opponent
35. Single pip cards
37. Give a shot of 

novocaine
39. Call forth
40. Long John Silver’s 

walk
41. Sauna product
43. Dashing style
44. Pariah, for medical 

reasons
46. Back arrow key
47. As opposed to gross
48. Kane and Goldberg, 

TV characters

50. Georgia ____ 
university

52. Poseidon’s domain
53. MXN, as in currency
55. Snowman Olaf’s fa-

vorite thing
57. *2019 eponymous 

movie character
61. Errand runner, at 

court
65. Matter of debate
66. Harry Potter’s 

Hedwig
68. Ineff ectual vomiting
69. Giblets part
70. *Famous movie di-

rector, Spike
71. Ruhr’s industrial 

center
72. Played at military 

funerals
73. Flow alternative
74. Nostradamus and 

such
DOWN
1. Hunk of something
2. Flavored with kola 

nuts
3. Absent without leave
4. Gives a helping hand
5. Antebellum
6. Pillow fi ller
7. ____colonial or 

____classical
8. Oven emanation?
9. Lady’s man
10. Ne plus ultra
11. Famous Coward
12. Man Ray’s genre
15. Back of a saddle

20. Popular Byzantine 
artwork

22. Nile viper
24. Reminder of times 

past
25. *First African 

American to win Best Actress 
Oscar

26. More slippery
27. Allegro and lento, in 

music
29. *Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, 1984
31. Like fair share
32. Arch and ball loca-

tion, pl.
33. *On Debi Thomas’ 

foot when she won Olympic 
medal

34. Busybody, in Yiddish
36. Work detail
38. Bid, past tense
42. Coff ee shop order
45. D’Artagnan’s weapon 

of choice
49. Get the picture
51. *Harlem Renaissance 

poet
54. Fur shawl
56. Canada fl yers
57. Handle of #45 Down
58. Most populous 

continent
59. Invitation request
60. Regrets
61. Commoner
62. Diamond’s corner
63. Walkie-talkie word
64. Japanese money, pl.
67. *Du Bois

 150245

 2601 South 13th St.
 Norfolk, NE 68701

 402-371-1306

 www.JerrysTrailers.com

 • FREE ADMISSION
 • INDOOR SHOWROOM
 • SALES REPS ON HAND
 •  SPECIAL FINANCING!

 February 13th-15th
 10am to 7pm

 February 16th
 Noon to 6pm

 All New Lines On Sale Including:
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So she advises everyone “to fi nd out what 
works best for you; although every exercise we 
do can be modifi ed.”

Jen is a self-taught, self-motivated trainer 
who is certifi ed to teach a variety of exercise 
courses.  Although most of her classes have 
intimidating titles—like “Bootcamp” and 
“Insanity,” she insists that her classes are 
designed for people of all levels of fi tness to 
participate.

“Jen always demonstrates low-impact 
moves for those who don’t want high impact,” 
according to Monica Morrill, one of Jen’s loyal 
attendees.

Participants in Wortman’s classes range 
in age, but if anyone has doubts about being 
too old or too out of shape, she points out the 
experience of one former member, who was 67 
years old when she started.

“She didn’t have a lot of strength, so when we 
did pushups, she would just do those against 
the wall. It wasn’t long before she could get up 
and down off  the fl oor easily, and could even do 
pushups,” Wortman said.

In addition to gaining strength, Wortman 
says there are just so many benefi ts to exercising 

regularly: it helps reduce blood pressure, 
strengthens the heart, decreases the risk of 
diabetes, improves metabolism, and helps in 
maintaining a healthy body weight.

“I’m not sure what the cons are. I get that 
people are reluctant at fi rst. But I think people 
just have to schedule it into their day, so they 
don’t talk themselves out of it,” she said.

Jen’s knows the truth of this on a personal 
level. Her own mother had a heart condition 
and surgery recently, but is now taking the time 
to workout, eat more nutritious meals, and is 
feeling much healthier and optimistic about 
life, according to her daughter.

Jen acknowledges that her own motivation 
came six years ago, when she knew she needed 
to make some changes in her own lifestyle, 
when she wasn’t happy with the way she looked 
or felt. She started paying closer attention to 
her meals, but then she also stepped out of her 
comfort zone and into the exercise arena in a 
bold way. 

After participating in just one ‘Shaun T’ class 
(who is famous for his BeachBody videos), she 
fell in love with it. 

“Then there was a Shaun T training class in 
Lincoln, so I decided to go. All by myself.”

It wasn’t just a follow-along-with-Shaun-T 

kind of experience... Wortman says she had to 
learn the various moves that day, get instruction 
on how to teach the classes, take a written test, 
then split up into groups to practice.

“And then we actually had to take turns 
teaching the class to small groups,” Wortman 
said.

In the end, she became certifi ed to teach 
“Insanity,”  so when she returned to Creighton, 
she started advertising her class.

Monica Morrill said she started attending 
Jen’s “Insanity” class almost 3 years ago after 
several participants told her it was an excellent 
workout and also fun.

“Jen works hard at trying to schedule classes 
to accommodate everyone.” Morrill said. 

Wortman now teaches 13 classes (per week) 
in the morning and afternoons, sometimes two 
in a row, which she admits can be a little trying 
at times. But then again, she can’t imagine 
a diff erent lifestyle, as she appreciates the 
benefi ts. 

“Working out in a group is easier and more 
fun. It helps keep you motivated,” said Morrill.

Jen is married to Greg Wortman, and they 
have 3 kids: Brady (21), Caden (18), and Cassidy 
(15). 

- Continued From Page  1

Calendar Changes
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As Principal Nilson pointed out, 
“We’re always looking for ways to 
help students, especially if they’re 
struggling.”

Superintendent Thompsen also 
off ered the Board his evaluation 
of Ryon Nilson’s performance 
as principal, noting that Nilson 
had reached the six goals they 
had discussed and reviewed 
together. Upon Thompsen’s 
recommendation, and supported 
unanimously by the Board, Nilson 
will receive a 3% raise in pay.  

Thompsen also reported that 
he had received 13 applications 
for the open P.E. position. “We 
have several good candidates,” 
Thompsen said.  He expects to 
narrow the fi eld down to 3 or 4 and 

begin interviews soon.

Nilson also explained that 
security systems were in place, 
thanks to funding support from the 
Cooper Foundation, the Booster 
Club, and the school, in order to 
provide community access to the 
building. Patrons can get a fob, 
which provides keyless entry to 
the facility, which gains them 
entrance to the multi-purpose 
room for things like exercise 
sessions, meetings, etc.  The cost 
for “renting” the fob is $50 (plus an 
initial cost of $25 for set-up fees) 
and requires some paperwork to 
be fi lled out in advance. That gives 
the person access from August 1 to 
July 31.  And for security purposes, 
the cameras also record the person 
entering and using the building.  

Guilty Plea
- Continued From Page  1
mother upon returning to 
Yankton.  On Nov.r 4, 2018, at 
approximately 10 p.m., Hunhoff  
left her mother’s residence, alone, 
to drive home to Yankton.  She did 
not call her mother as she did not 
make it home.  Having not heard 
from her daughter, her mother 
began repeatedly calling her phone 
to determine her whereabouts.  All 
calls were unanswered.

James and other men were 
near Hunhoff ’s mother’s residence 
as she was leaving.  James 
and another man encountered 
Hunhoff  outside of the residence 
and got into her car with her 
inside. James, Hunhoff , and 
another man traveled to Norfolk, 
arriving at about 11:00 p.m. When 
they arrived in Norfolk, James 
remained in the vehicle, and the 
other man left the vehicle.  James 
drove Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle, 
with her inside, to the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska. 

During the early morning hours 
of November 5, 2018, while on the 
Santee Sioux Indian Reservation, 
James killed Phyllis Hunhoff .  
He stabbed her with a knife and 
strangled her.  She died in her 
vehicle as a result of the bleeding 
and strangulation.  James drove 
Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle to a 
gas station on the Santee Sioux 
Indian Reservation.  Video from 

the gas station showed James 
putting gasoline into her vehicle 
and driving away.  Later, James 
returned in the same vehicle to the 
gas station and pumped gasoline 
into a soda bottle.  James put the 
bottle containing the gasoline into 
the vehicle.  He then drove to a 
wooded location on the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska, where he set 
fi re to Hunhoff ’s body and her 
vehicle to conceal evidence of the 
murder.  He abandoned the body 
and vehicle and left the area.

Law enforcement offi  cers 
investigated the murder and 
obtained evidence, including 
surveillance footage of James at 
the gas station during the early 
morning hours of November 5, 
2018.  Santee Police recovered 
the shirt James was wearing when 
he killed Phyllis Hunhoff  from a 
trash receptacle.  Her DNA was on 
James’ shirt.  James’s DNA was 
on clothing Phyllis Hunhoff  was 
wearing when he killed her. 

United States Attorney Joe Kelly 
expressed his appreciation for the 
hard work and cooperation of 
multiple law enforcement agencies 
in both Nebraska and South 
Dakota.  “The quick and thorough 
work of these agencies, coupled 
thereafter with the acquisition 
of digital evidence, resulted in 
holding James accountable for 
this horrifi c crime and tragic loss 
for the Hunhoff  family,” Kelly said.

FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Kristi Johnson added, “The FBI’s 
partnership with the Santee Sioux 
Nation Tribal Police, Knox County 
Sheriff , and Nebraska State 
Patrol were vital to the success 
of this investigation. So long as 
our Native American partners 
face terrible crimes like this on 
reservation land, the FBI stands 
ready to work alongside them as 
we together seek justice for all.”

The case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Nebraska State Patrol, Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Santee 
Sioux Nation Tribal Police, 
Yankton County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
Yankton Police Department 
(South Dakota), Norfolk Police 
Department, the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center, the 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal, and 
the Lincoln Police Department.
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Buck-out Bull Riding
Knox County Rodeo 
Association brings you to 
Bloomfi eld Buck-out Bull 
Riding at the Harm & Tulleys 
Event Center Bloomfi eld 
February 29. Gates open at 
5 pm and the event begins at 
6:00pm. $10 admission 5 and 
under free. Prairie Thunder 
Band by The Bloomfi eld Fire 
Department at the American 
Legion Post Pavilion 9 p.m. to 
midnight. $10.00 at the door. 

Legals in this issue
• Liquor Licenses
• Estates
• Organizations
• Knox County
• Bloomfi eld School
• City of Creighton
• NPPD

Turn to 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather
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Creighton NewsThe

Noah's Ark workshop 
The Noah’s Ark Build 
Workshop will be Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
the Creighton Public Library. 
The cost is $15. Prepayment 
is due by January 10. 

Preschool  
Creighton Public School 
Preschool is currently taking 
registrations for the upcoming
2020-2021 school year. 
Please register your child by 
calling Creighton Elementary 
at 358-5001 By January 31. 

Humanities Nebraska
St. Ludger Social Hall in 
Creighton is hosting a soup 
luncheon Sunday, January 26, 
11 a.m.-1p.m. It will be a free-
will offering. A silent auction 
and Scholastic Book fair will 
also be held.

BLOOMFIELD

- Please see DRONE, page 2

- Please see MOSER,  page 2

Moser teaches students to 'solve for tomorrow'
Creighton grad captures 4th straight title

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

“Too often we give our children answers to 
remember, rather than problems to solve.”

That may be the opinion of some critics of the 
modern-day educational system, but it certainly 
isn’t the teaching philosophy of Brett Moser, science 
teacher at Gering High School in Nebraska, and a 
2009 graduate of Creighton High School.

Moser perpetually strives to help students solve 
“real-world” problems, and his eff orts are paying off , in 
more ways than one. Because of the work that Moser, 
his colleague Justin Reinmuth, and their students 
have done in the classroom, Gering High School was 
named a Nebraska State Winner in Samsung’s “Solve 
for Tomorrow” contest. Again.

This marks the fourth year in a row that Gering has 
been a state winner in the nationwide contest. 

 "Samsung started Solve for Tomorrow 10 years 

ago, and over those 10 years, the most winning school 
in the country out of 20,000 entries is Gering High 
School. They have won three consecutive state titles, 
making two national fi nals appearances, and won 
the national competition in 2017,” is what Dr. David 
Steel, Samsung’s Executive Vice President, stated in a 
video produced to highlight their program.

The Samsung contest specifi cally rewards 
students and their instructors who use STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
knowledge to benefi t their community — locally, 
statewide, even globally, and to have a positive impact 
on the world. 

For Moser, this “partnership” with Samsung 
became most relevant to his physics class last year, 
when they designed a wheelchair that could be 
controlled by eye movement. After coming up with 
the idea, the team researched, found and purchased Brett Moser, teacher at Gering High School, works with his Physics students 

on an award-winning water transportation project.

We are proud to be your local printer!

Flyer believes most drone sightings just copycats

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Dorothy Greckel is content 
listening to her family share stories 
of her life and chuckling along with 
them.

Despite turning 102 on Monday, 
the Bloomfi eld woman remains sharp 
enough to tell the stories herself, but 
instead she likes to listen and laugh.

“A lot of things have changed,” 
Greckel said as she reminisced the 
last century. “We milked cows and 
separated (the milk). We raised 
chickens. They don’t do that anymore. 
The little things have changed.”

At Bloomfi eld’s Good Samaritan 
Center on Sunday, Dorothy was 
joined by her two sons, their wifes, 
and her only grandson and his wife to 
celebrate her milestone birthday. At 
least it was a milestone to everyone 
but Dorothy. 

“Birthdays are just days to me. 
Time went fast,” she said.

Dorothy was one of seven children 
– six girls and one boy — born to 
Henry and Anna Ehlers two miles 
north and one mile east of Bloomfi eld.

She attended Pleasant Hill, a one-
room schoolhouse with 60 other 
children because “the farm families 
had lots of kids. Dorothy said she 
went to school from kindergarten 
until eighth grade but then had to 
stay home and work — and dance.

Dorothy said she loves to waltz and 
polka and even took a stroll on the 
dance fl oor the weekend before her 
big birthday as they celebrated her 
grandson, Shane’s wedding. Since 
she started at 12, Dorothy said she’s 
been dancing for 90 years.

“Our folks like to dance, and they 
took us,” she remembered. “We had 
to learn or otherwise stay home, so 
we danced.”

Dorothy doesn’t mince words 
when it comes to the secret to a long 
life. “Keep your mind to yourself and 
keep on working,” she said.

Her long life, she said, is because 
she’s never stopped. Although 
Dorothy moved into the nursing 
home in August, she had lived by 
herself up to that point – up to age 
101.

“We didn’t let her get old,” said her 
daughter-in-law Jolene. “We never 
thought of her as old or treated her 
as old.”

Up until an accident over the 
summer, Dorothy lived alone, cooked 
and cleaned, raked her “pesky leaves” 
and pulled dandelions while on all 
fours. She also still canned.

“She never drank or smoked,” said 
her son, Lonnie, when asked about 
her longevity.

But Dorothy had a secret from her 

102-year-old shares
secrets to long life

Dorothy Greckel 
celebrated her 
102nd birthday 
a day early. The 
Bloomfi eld woman 
turned 102 on 
Monday and 
enjoyed Sunday 
with (from left) 
Connie and Harlan 
Greckel, Lonnie 
and Jolene Greckel 
and Shane and 
Kate Greckel.

PHOTOS BY CARRIE PITZER

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

With reports of mysterious drones being 
seen across Nebraska and Colorado the last 
several weeks, everyone seems to have a theory 
as to what they are or why they're fl ying. 

Shane Greckel of Bloomfi eld is a hobby drone 
user and on Thursday morning demonstrated a 
drone fl ying at heights of 50 to 400 feet, which 
is the maximum fl ight altitude allowed by the 
FAA.

"The whole point of the exercise was to 
demonstrate a couple of things," he said, which 

included the heat, sun exposure and everything 
that may aff ect how one perceives things in the 
air.

"The drone we tested today had two strobe 
lights on it. These strobe lights basically were 
merged into one after we got up over 100 feet," 
he said. 

The demonstration, which was with a 
quadcopter drone, showed that at 100 feet the 
drone was inaudible. By the time it reached 
400 feet, not only was the drone inaudible 
but it actually resembled a much higher-fl ying 

commercial plane.
Reports of mysterious drones indictated 

that six to 10 drones have been seen shortly 
after dusk, fl ying in a grid-like pattern with six 
foot wingspans. The reported objects were said 
to have running lights, although none of the 
reports have been substantiated at this time. 

The FAA has said the objects seen don’t 
appear to be military drones or licensed drones 
belonging to any known company, which has 
lead to various conspiracies. Greckel said it’s 

Sunday
  High 16
  Low: 2
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 15
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: 3
  Precip: 0%

WAUSA
Soup supper planned
Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Wausa's Men and Boys 
will host an oyster stew/chili 
supper on January 25, 7 p.m. 

- Please see SECRETS, page 2

10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property
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TeamMates

400+/- Acres, Devils Nest Development,
Knox County - Can be divided

160.5 Acres, all grass unit,
development potential, Knox County, NE

70.02+/- Acres, recreational unit,
within Devils Nest, Knox County, NE

25.94 Acres, rec paradise, located just minutes from the 
Missouri River, excellent views, Dixon County, NE

cabin realty & Ag Services, Inc.

Michele Usasz Wells, Broker
Burwell, Nebraska
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www.CabinRealtyAgServices.com
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To assist them in their recruiting, planning, 
and fundraising eff orts, they recruited board 
members Linda Asher, Ron Sukup, Tray Van 
Metre, Annie Doerr, Steve Mattern, Kari 
Nilson, Christa Eggers, Russ Diedrichsen, and 
Jan Strope.   

Bloomfi eld’s program was introduced in 
2016 and has never looked back.  Under the 
guidance of their board members  Travis 
Mlady, Jason Hefner, Amy Eisenhauer, Shane 
Alexander, Jerry Nip, Pastor Bobby, and 
Lyndsy Jeness, they have opened the school’s 
doors to give mentees/mentors full use of their 
facilities.  

According to one of the parents in 
Bloomfi eld, Ashley Doerr, she sees abundant 
advantages.  For many kids, it helps improve 
their grades and attendance.  And since 
mentees and mentors are required to fi ll out 
forms indicating their strengths, weaknesses, 
interestests, the board does a remarkable job of 
matching students with adults.

Doerr says that she has nothing but positive 
things to say about her daughter’s relationship 

with her mentor.
As a parent, “I love that my daughter has 

a positive outlet that is someone other than 
family. I would defi nitely recommend the 
program to all kids and adults. I feel kids need 
someone to look up to in their lives that are not 
their parents.”

Both chapters are always recruiting new 
mentors, as they want to make sure every 
student who is interested in participating gets 
assigned a mentor.  

Baldwin states that “any student can sign 
up.  They don’t have to be ‘at-risk’ students, 
which I think once was the stigma of mentoring 
programs.  All that is required is a student 
who is interested, and a parent or guardian’s 
permission.”

However, to protect the students, there are 
stringent guidelines.

Each mentor must apply online, provide two 
references, be accepted, pass a background 
check, and agree to at least a three-year 
commitment before being matched with a 
student who has signed up to participate. 
Furthermore, all interaction between the 
mentor and mentee is limited to the school 

campus.
The program is intended to be student-

centered, so mentors are encouraged to ask 
students how they would prefer to spend their 
time together.  

“We do try to consider hobbies and interests. 
But mostly, we match each student with a 
responsible, adult friend.  The adults don’t have 
to teach or tutor or counsel anyone.  They just 
have to show up and spend some quality time,” 
Baldwin said. 

“We do have one pair who share an interest 
in music, so they spend their time together 
writing songs.  Another mentor used his time 
to help a student who wanted to learn more 
about woodworking to make gifts for family 
members,” Baldwin said.

Some, however, prefer to just hand out and 
visit. What both chapter participants have 
reported is that these card-playing, chess-
playing, hoop-shooting, piano-playing, or 
simply conversational moments all have a 
positive impact on both the students and the 
adults.

“It really is a two-way street,” Baldwin said.

- Continued From Page  1

Stock Show
But for LayciJo’s fans who 

were watching – her aunt and 
uncle, Carol and Rod Triplett; her 
parents, Karlyn and John, Jr.; and 
her brother Jorgan, it was sheer 
pride to watch LayciJo wrangle her 
calf into her possession by cradling 
its head with expertise, and to hear 
LayciJo’s name announced as the 
fi rst one in the group to haul in a 
calf, in approximately 20 seconds.

“The calf's head was right in my 
arms, and I just lifted it up off  its 
front feet, grabbed the halter out 
from my belt, put it on, and just 
drug it back to the pen.”

And to be sure that Grandma 
Nancy and Grandpa John Condon 
didn’t miss any of the action, Carol 
was live-streaming it on her cell 
phone for them to see.

“It was great fun to watch, but 
I’m also just really happy for her. It 
was such an awesome opportunity 
for her to see  some of the fi nest 
cattle and showmen in the country 

at this huge stock show. You know 
they see this, and they get to see all 
the possibilities of what the cattle 
industry is about; it gets in their 
blood,” said Carol Triplett, her 
aunt.

Catching the calf was indeed 
more than entertainment. It 
earned LayciJo the opportunity to 
bring home and raise a show calf 
from the Stock Show, then return 
a year later to show it there, and 
compete for the prestigious title 
of champion or reserve champion, 
which will then be auctioned off .

The calf she caught, roped, and 
drug into the pen at the rodeo is 
not the one that she will bring 
home to raise.  

“They use only rodeo-stock 
calves for that event. So we will 
go back in May, and then I will get 
to choose from one of the show-
stock, a higher-quality breed, to 
bring home and raise.”

Although LayciJo has four years 
of experience with raising and 
showing calves, she anticipates 

this will be more stringent about 
documenting the process. 

“I know that I have to report 
back to them every month to 
update how the calf is doing, and 
will likely have to include what I’m 
feeding the calf, any medicine I 
have to give it, that kind of stuff .”

LayciJo says that she learned 
about the program through 4-H, 
so she consulted her dad’s help in 
fi lling out an online application, 
which required her to explain what 
she would be able to provide for 
the animal’s housing, its care, as 
well as her experience in raising 
calves.

In addition to participating in 
the catch-a-calf contest, LayciJo 
said she also enjoyed seeing 
the expensive breeds that the 
commercial owners bring to the 
event from all over the United 
States, and to see the diff erent 
ways that other showmen present 
their livestock for show, like how 
they clip, groom, and blow dry the 
hide in diff erent ways than what 

she normally sees.
Both LayciJo and her mom 

added that visiting the booths 
of thousands of vendors--most 
selling products with a country-
western theme--added to the 
enjoyment of the trip as well.

My body handles the Daylight 
Saving Time change fairly well. 
I don’t require a lot of sleep, so 
jumping ahead or falling behind 
an hour means very little change 
for me. But for my family? Oh, 
they all need more sleep, and the 
week after the time change is not 
pleasant. 

Being a farmer’s daughter, I 
thought as a child that Daylight 
Saving Time was meant to give 
farmers extra time outside during 
the summer months. Of course, I 
learned in school that it was really 
meant to reduce electricity usage. 

While many countries around 
the world observe Daylight Saving 
Time, not every state in the U.S. 
does, including Hawaii and part of 
Arizona.

Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
has introduced a bill in the state 
legislature to end Daylight Saving 
Time, which has been met with a 
lot of support by the public because 
so many people despise the time 
change twice a year.  Eliminating 
it is good only in theory — unless 
other states follow suit. 

If you make a quick trip to 
Yankton or Sioux City, there 
would be a time change when they 
observe Daylight Saving Time. One 
could argue that people who live in 
Western Nebraska deal with a time 
change on a daily basis between 
Mountain and Central time. They 
make do, and so could the rest of 
Nebraska. 

But do we really want to be the 
odd one? Do we want to make 
things more diffi  cult? Personally, 

I’d rather it was a federal change 
with every state ending Daylight 
Saving Time. That would simplify 
things. 

The question then becomes if 
Nebraska passes the bill, would 
that encourage other states to 
do the same? Arizona made the 
change about 40 years ago, so I 
doubt Nebraska would impact 
many other state’s opinions any 
quicker.

We polled ACN Facebook users 
over the weekend to gain insight on 
local opinion on ending the time 
change. There were 160 people in 
favor of it and just 21 against.

I can’t disagree with the popular 
opinion that it would be nice to 
keep the time the same all year 
long. But unless it’s a national 
change, I see it being a longterm 
issue rather a week of frustration 
as one’s body adjusts. 

Sen. Briese, I like what you are 
trying to do, but go big or go home 
on this one. Either talk to Sen. Deb 
Fischer or leave it alone. 

Go big or go home with
Daylight Saving Time

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 14 24 12 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 10 6 0 
Thursday,  Jan. 16 20 -8 3.5 in snow 
Friday,  Jan. 17 27 6 1 in snow  
Saturday,  Jan. 18 18 3 0  
Sunday, Jan. 19 7 -7 0 
Monday,  Jan. 20 10 -5 0 

WEATHER REPORT

Public may rent hunting equipment at UNL
Hunting equipment now is available 

for rent by the public at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s Outdoor Adventure 
Center.

Rental has been off ered to the university’s 
students for about a year, and recently 
expanded to allow the public to rent the 
equipment, too.

Micaela Rahe, R3 (Recruitment, 
Retention and Reactivation) coordinator 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, said this is the fi rst program of 
its kind in the state. “There are hunting gear 

rental programs for the public in other states, 
but until now nothing in Nebraska. We’re 
really excited about this.”

The available gear is a pop-up blind, 
layout blind, duck decoy set of 14 birds, and 
jake/hen turkey decoy combination. Each is 
individually available to the public for $6/
day, $12/three days or $16/week.

The equipment is available through a grant 
partnership between NWTF and the Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund.

The primary purpose of the rental program 
is to allow new hunters to give hunting a try 
without the need to purchase a lot of gear 

right away, Rahe said.
“You can try hunting here for a minimal 

cost and decide if that’s something you want 
to invest in,” she said.

To pick up equipment, hunters must visit 
the Outdoor Adventure Center in person. 
Reservations may be made over the phone for 
three-day or seven-day rentals.

The facility is located at 930 N. 14th St. 
in Lincoln and is open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on 
weekends. For more information or to make 
reservations, call the facility at 402-472-4777.

Sonnichsen said. “You could 
actually unzip them, get water in 
them, and they would stay afloat.” 

The training, of course, is to 
prepare the firemen for real-life 
situations. Sonnichsen said they’ve 
used the suits twice already--once 
to rescue someone whose vehicle 
left the road and ended up semi-
submerged in a local farm pond. 

Last year, the Niobrara 
Department received a rescue call 
about someone who had tried to 
drive through a flooded roadway, 
and whose vehicle got swept 
away. Fortunately, no one was 
in extreme danger, so the suits 
weren’t needed. “But the flooding 
was kind of a wake-up call that 
we potentially may need to use 
them,” according to Shane Hrbek, 
Niobrara fireman.

Creighton has practiced the 
rescue protocol several times 
before, so this time, they invited 
Niobrara’s firemen over so they 
could train, too.

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
and to be honest, I was probably 
a little nervous, especially about 
getting in the water. I’m not a big 
fan of water, so that’s something 
that was a little out of my comfort 
zone at first,,” said Hrbek.

Seeing that the ropes attached 
to him weren’t secured to anything 
permanent on land, raised his 
anxiety a little. The ropes were 

held only by the grips of the men 
on land; however, Hrbek was 
quick to add, “I completely trusted 
them.”

Hrbek said he and the others 
from Niobrara were all observers 
at first, as they needed to know the 
details, like how to securely latch 
the ropes onto their carabiners 
(metal loops with a spring-loaded 
latches) before venturing onto the 
ice and into the water; then, how 
to use the rope to drag the victim 
to safety.

“It was a little more complicated 
than it looked at first--figuring out 
how to fasten the rope correctly 
to the victim in the water,” Hrbek 
said. However, Creighton fireman 
Sam Davidson entered into the 
water with Hrbek to assist and 
demonstrate. After that, Hrbek 
said it became much easier to do all 
the necessary steps himself. David 
Johnson was the other Niobrara 
fireman who wore one of the suits 
and entered in the water. 

Sonnichsen emphasized that 
there are other factors that are 
important in such an intense 
emergency situation as well, like 
how quickly firemen can get the 
suits on, and using hand signals 
to communicate certain steps, so 
there isn’t a lot of yelling. 

“It’s important to keep the 
victim calm and focused, so we 
practice ways to do that as well,” 
he said.

If the ice around the hole is 

jagged, a special sled is helpful 
in extracting the victim, so they 
practice attaching the sled to the 
person in the water. 

During previous training 
sessions, some of Creighton’s 
own firemen have volunteered 
to be the “victim” in the frigid 
water. However, they wear the 
special waterproof suit to protect 
themselves. 

“Last year when we practiced 
this same drill, the ice (on Cory 
Horstmann’s pond) wasn’t as 
thick, so it was cracking as they 
went. But that’s usually when 
people fall in, when the ice is too 
thin to support them.”

However, crackling ice is no 
deterrent to the rescuers; in fact, if 
the ice breaks away as they go, they 
will swim to the victim, using the 
buoyancy of the suit. If there’s no 
ice, and it’s a flood water situation, 
the fire department relies on having 
quick access to flat-bottom boats, 
which several local citizens have 
ready to go in those situations.

Creighton has a team of six 
firefighters who went through the 
initial training in South Dakota and 
who are now certified. Those six 
-- Garrett Carpenter, Randy Ebel, 
Phil Ebel, Sam Davidson, Chad 
Horstmann, and Sonnichsen--
are the “traveling team,” should 
other towns need assistance 
with a rescue. However, several 
other volunteer firemen have 
participated in the on-site local 

training, so they are prepared, if 
needed.

The evening of this particular 
drill, 19 Creighton firemen 
volunteered to show up for it, as 
did 8 EMTS. “The EMTs respond 
with us to all of our calls, so it is 
important for them to be prepared 
and involved, as well,” Sonnichsen 
said.

Others from Niobrara who 
were there to be trained included 
Jacob Johnson, Nate Sandoz, Ron 
Atkins, and Steve Hrbek.

Niobrara hopes to go through 
additional training, as well as 
add more gear, which includes 
the specialized ropes (that don’t 
deteriorate after being exposed to 
water).  

“I intend to go back to our 
next meeting and tell them what 
a great experience we had during 
training in Creighton,” Hrbek said. 
“Once we tell them how effective 
the training is, that there’s no 
pressure, I'm sure they’ll be eager 
to do it, too.”

The hours that firemen and 
EMTs spend in training and 
executing extra drills are all 
volunteer efforts. No one is 
compensated for their work or 
their willingness to help others 
in these (and other) dangerous 
situations.

“Ultimately, you hope that you 
never need to use any of this, but 
it's best to be prepared for every 
situation. That’s why we train,” 

step onto the competition mat,” 
Todd said. “It was at Canton, S.D., 
and he happened to be the very 
first wrestler to compete that day, 
becoming the first for our new 
program.”

The program continued to 
grow, especially as Crofton/
Bloomfield saw success. After an 
11-place finish at state in 2018, 
team began rebuilding and didn’t 
qualify anyone in 2019. But this 
year saw three qualifiers and 
several others who just missed 
the mark. 

“Last year we didn’t 
qualify anyone, and we were 
disappointed, but that just fueled 
the fire to keep us going,” Tyson 
Sauser said. “But next year, we 
hopefully will get even more kids 
down here and get to the state 
duals. Just keep pushing.”

That’s something Todd said he 
doesn’t have to do with Tyson. 
He never has to push his son to 
work harder; Tyson has his own 
internal desire. 

“I have to give him credit. He’s 
one of the hardest-working kids 
on the mat,” Todd said. “I’ve never 
had to get him up in the morning 
to go lift and never had to get 
him to practice. He’s honestly 
the hard-working kid I’ve ever 
coached, and I’m not saying that 

as a dad, that’s as a coach.”
But as a father/coach, 

Thursday and Friday were 
grueling for Todd, especially the 
second round of consolations. 
With Tyson wrestling on Mat 10, 
Todd was in the front row of the 
end stands, yelling advice to his 
son and watching every move.

“Wow, the butterflies in my 
stomach,” he said. “It’s different 
when it’s your kid. You just want 
the best for him even that much 
more. When they make it this far, 
it’s awesome. But you do want to 
get at least one win under your 
belt when you get down here. I’ve 
been down here, so I know what it 
feels like.”

Although Todd wrestled in 
Lincoln at the Devaney Center, 
he did know exactly what his 
son was feeling, which Tyson 
admitted was beneficial for him. 
Whenever he has a question, 
Todd has been there to answer 
and help every step of the way. 
But most of all, he offers support 
and encouragement.

“He helps me a lot and answers 
all my questions,” Tyson said. 
“Every day I wake up and want 
to be on the mat. I want to 
get down here and win a state 
championship.”

- Continued From Page  1

Sauser

Date	 High Temp	 Low Temp	 Precip
Tuesday, March 17	 42	 21	 0	
Wednesday, March 18	 50	 35	 .13	
Thursday,  March 19	 45	 39	 1.29 / 5 in snow	
Friday,  March 20	 24	 7	 0
Saturday,  March 21	 40	 13	 0 	
Sunday, March 22	 43	 26	 0	
Monday,  March 23	 47	 35	 0	

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: MYSTERIES AND 
THRILLERS

ACROSS
1. Wire danger
6. Part of a circumference
9. Nashville’s Keith
13. In a cold manner
14. Prefix for something revived
15. Paralyzing disease
16. Mulled wine
17. Egg cells
18. A do-nothing
19. *”Alphabet Series” detective 
novels author
21. *”It’s close to midnight, and 
something evil’s lurking in ____ 
____”
23. Second mo.
24. Fabricca Italiana Automobili 
Torino

25. Not don’ts
28. Popular Japanese soup
30. *Agatha Christie’s famous 
sleuth
35. Wood sorrels
37. “Through” in text
39. Give sheep a haircut
40. Raise the roof
41. Wall or pedestal support
43. Cogito, ____ sum
44. Drink like a cat, two words
46. Be inclined
47. Commotions
48. Bewitch or beguile
50. Jack and Jill’s water jug
52. Put to work
53. *James Patterson’s “____ 
the Girls”
55. “Jack and the Beanstalk” 
Giant’s disapproval
57. *Hitchcock classic

61. *Poe’s “Tales of ____ and 
Imagination”
65. In the know
66. *Subject of Roswell’s mystery
68. Cocoon dwellers
69. King Julien XIII of 
“Madagascar,” e.g.
70. Bubble source
71. Possible allergic reaction
72. Gaelic tongue
73. Store posting, for short
74. Oceanic trenches

DOWN
1. Google alternative
2. Maple genus
3. Capital on the Baltic Sea
4. Blindman’s ____
5. International ____ of Units
6. In a little while, old-fashioned
7. Once around

8. Raccoon’s South American 
cousin
9. *The Demon Barber
10. Spanish earthen pot
11. Coffin stand
12. *New ____, setting of “The 
Alienist”
15. Michelangelo’s famous 
Vatican statue and others like it, 
e.g.
20. Death reports, for short
22. Deli offering
24. Baby extractor
25. *Sherlock Holmes creator
26. Continental divide
27. Planktonic tunicate
29. *”Who ____ J.R.?”
31. Actress Perlman
32. “Lost” in Paris
33. Mar-a-___, pl.
34. Having a toothed margin

36. Undesirable location
38. Forearm bone
42. Enlighten
45. Slower
49. Oil drilling apparatus
51. Spoke with a speech defect
54. Make a murmuring sound
56. Chopin’s composition
57. Wide river valley
58. Water carrier
59. L.A. footballers
60. *HBO’s “____ Detective”
61. *Pamela Voorhees and Norma 
Bates, e.g.
62. D’Artagnan’s sword
63. Stairway alternative
64. Those not opposed
67. *Remus Lupin’s occasional 
body cover

I’ve been using the phrase “it 
could be worse” a lot lately as we 
deal with COVID-19 changing the 
world.

Don’t like the isolation of social 
distancing? Remember Anne 
Frank hid from the Nazis for 761 
days in less than 500 square feet. 

Don’t like missing graduation? 
In the 1960s, many high school 
graduates immediately left for the 
military during the Vietnam War.

But we need to keep in mind that 
those two examples are extreme 
and really should not be compared 
to the coronavirus outbreak. While 
we need to keep in perspective 
that things could be worse, we 
can still have a heart through this, 
especially with the Class of 2020.

I was thinking back to my 
high school graduation. That was 
the last time I saw several of my 
classmates. I honestly have no 
idea what happened to a couple of 
them. 

One, I spent just our senior year 
getting to know after her family 
moved to the district. Another, I 
spent four years seeing in class 
every day. The majority of my 
class started school together in 
kindergarten and walked across 
the stage together in May 1997.

We planned our homecoming 
skit together in Jim Schutt’s 
classroom; we played Family Feud 
as a review game during Cathy 
Cooper’s English class; we savored 
the cinnamon rolls baked by Cheri 
Schwager and Lorretta Foote. And 
we sat on the metal folding chairs 
together listening to Al Schleuter 
as we received our high school 
diplomas.

Some cried and others counted 
down every second until they 
walked out of that gymnasium. 
That was our very last moment 

together, and we all knew it.
The Class of 2020 may not have 

that moment. If we are limited to 
10 people or less in a room through 
the end of May, the seniors will 
not graduate together. Sure, the 
schools may have a ceremony 
together in the summer, but not all 
will be in attendance. Some have 
joined the military and will have 
left by then. Others simply won’t 
return for a ceremony since they 
will have their piece of paper, not 
caring about the special moment.

The majority will be there, 
looking around that stage with 
empty chairs — unless something 
drastically changes in the next 
eight weeks. Our seniors likely will 
not have the moment we had and 
experience graduation.

I know it could be worse. These 
students could have experienced 
the death of a classmate and felt 
the loss of graduating without 
that individual. There’s always 
going to be a worse situation to 
imagine, but let’s not disregard 
this situation for what it is — very 
sad for the Class of 2020.

They will be fine. Not having 
this moment together will not scar 
them, but we can still feel sad for 
our seniors. 

And I do. 

Class of 2020: It could 
be worse, but we get it

I’ve referenced “keyboard 
courage” before. You know — 
the act of being 10 feet tall and 
bulletproof because no one can 
see you. It’s the feeling that you’re 
invisible because you’re not face 
to face with the person you’re 
attacking. After all, it seems most 
of what is typed online — in texts,  
on Facebook posts or sent via 
SnapChat — would likely never be 
said to someone’s face.

Part of me would like to blame 
today’s technology for so much 
of this terrible behavior, but that 
simply would be blaming the 
messenger. After all, anonymous 
letters have been sent to people for 
years.

I received my first anonymous 
letter when I was just a cub 
reporter at the Norfolk Daily News. 
Someone sent me an envelope 
filled with information on how 
to lose weight — I was barely 105 
pounds at the time. I never told 
anyone about the letter, but 20 
years later, I still remember pulling 
out the clippings on weight loss 
techniques and the note included.

I had no idea that would be just 
the beginning. It wasn’t long ago I 
received a message from someone 
saying my kids could so easily be 
run off the road. The rest of the 
message alluded to the reason 
for the hate was a story related to 
education. Yeah, let that sink in.

That wasn’t the first time our 
children have been mentioned 
anonymously. I received a letter 
last fall from someone who called 
me a monster for publishing a story 
— I didn’t write it, but I am the 
publisher — about the sentencing 
of someone for a criminal act. The 
individual in question pleaded 
guilty. What did it have to do with 
my children, you may wonder. The 
anonymous writer “hoped” one of 
my daughters — she was actually 
referred to by name in the letter —  
would commit a crime because I 

deserved that. Again, I didn’t even 
write the story. 

 This space isn’t big enough for 
me to tell you about all of the letters 
and messages I’ve received over 
the years, some signed but many 
not. Thankfully, I received more 
positive comments than negative, 
but as parents are reminded, it 
takes many, many more positive 
comments to wipe away just one 
piece of negativity. 

Honestly, I’m guilty of that as 
well. I try very hard to think before 
speaking, but sometimes my 
emotions get the best of me. I’ve 
had my moments of weakness.

Today’s technology does allow 
a more convenient way to deliver 
hurtful messages, but the root of 
that evil remains the same — it’s 
the person behind the keyboard 
who is responsible.

Keyboard courage is not new, 
but it is getting worse, especially 
by adults, who should know better.  
The answer is simple — treat 
others the way you would like to be 
treated.

That’s one of the many reasons 
why I don’t send anonymous 
letters. I don’t appreciate receiving 
a note that was so important the 
writer didn’t have the guts to sign 
it. But if it is signed, I’ll consider it. 
I may not agree, but I will consider 
what is written. After all, my name 
is on everything I write.

Letters To The Editor can be emailed to news@
myantelopecountynews.com or mailed to 314 M Street, Neligh, 
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After World War II, our nation forged new 
trade deals and opened markets to create 
unprecedented economic growth. However, 

in the decades 
that followed, 
some interests 
and priorities have 
shifted. America 
needed to refocus 
and update our 
trade deals to level 
the playing field and 
restore fairness and 
reciprocity for the 
hardworking men 
and women of the 

heartland.
When one in four of our state’s jobs are 

directly related to production agriculture, 
Nebraskans need certainty that our trading 
markets are secure.

For years now, that’s exactly where my 
focus has been, and I have worked closely 
with President Trump to build on the 
tremendous momentum our economy has 
created to deliver trade deals with Canada, 
Mexico, China, and Japan. These historic 
agreements restore principles of fairness, 
reciprocity, and prioritize Nebraska’s 
families and workers.

I was proud to join some of my Midwest 
Senate colleagues as we took part in a 
signing ceremony for the USMCA and sent 
the agreement to the president’s desk for his 
signature.

Passage of the USMCA meant securing 
our state’s two largest markets. Currently, 
Canada and Mexico receive 44 percent of 
Nebraska’s total exports. In 2018, Nebraska 
sent nearly $1.5 billion of ag products to our 
neighbors to the north and south. 

According to USDA, Canada and Mexico 
purchase more than 82 percent of distillers 
grains exports and nearly 80 percent of our 
dairy exports. There is no doubt that this 
broad bipartisan agreement will benefit 
Nebraska’s farmers and ag producers both 
now and in the future as they continue to 
feed the world.

The new decade also ushered in 
encouraging progress in strengthening our 
trade relationship with China.

On January 15th, President Trump and 
Chinese representatives signed a “Phase 
One” agreement, which is a significant win 
for Nebraska and represents China’s return 
to the table as a major customer of our 
agricultural products. China has agreed to 
purchase, on average, $40 billion of U.S. 
agricultural goods per year for the next two 
years.

Nebraska Farm Bureau predicts that, 
“At the very least, agricultural exports 
to China this year should be $32 billion 
and should equal $39 billion in 2021. For 
context, peak U.S. agricultural exports to 
China were nearly $26 billion in 2012.” The 
agreement also includes provisions that 
address a multitude of non-tariff barriers 
for commodities like beef, dairy, animal 

feed, and biotech products. 
In addition to agriculture, the agreement 

makes important strides concerning 
intellectual property services, currency 
manipulation monitoring, and a process for 
dispute resolution. This Phase One deal will 
help expand market access for Nebraska 
and bring much needed economic certainty 
to Nebraska’s manufacturing, agriculture, 
and energy sectors.

All of these trade deals follow the progress 
made with Japan last year. The first stage 
of the U.S.-Japan deal took effect January 
1, 2020, reducing tariffs and raising quotas 
on many U.S. agriculture exports. Japan 
is our largest customer for all ag exports, 
beef, pork, eggs, and wheat. In 2018 alone, 
Nebraska’s exports to Japan totaled nearly 
$1.2 billion.

Our state’s manufacturers, small 
businesses, families, and communities 
are going to benefit from all of these trade 
agreements. We’ve made great progress 
in securing more customers for the world-
class products that Nebraskans produce. 
Now, we are setting our sights on the United 
Kingdom to secure more valuable trading 
markets in the future.

I want to thank President Trump for 
keeping his word and following through 
for our state and America’s heartland. I 
am proud of the work we have been able to 
accomplish by working together with this 
administration and with my colleagues in 
the United States Senate.

Deb Fischer
senator

Trade agreements for the Heartland
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Keyboard courage isn’t 
new, but getting worse

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 21 26 -5 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 38 22 1 in snow 
Thursday,  Jan. 23 30 26 trace of precip 
Friday,  Jan. 24 26 20 0 
Saturday,  Jan. 25 33 18 0  
Sunday, Jan. 26 44 19 0 
Monday,  Jan. 27 32 25 0 

WEATHER REPORT

The big marijuana industry grew to $13.6 
billion in 2019, and marijuana lobbyists are 
eagerly looking to cash in on new markets.  
They’re pouring big money into shaping 
public opinion on marijuana across the nation.  
To avoid regulation, the industry wants to 

persuade people that 
the drug is not only 
harmless, but can 
be safely used as a 
medicine to relieve 
pain.

N e b r a s k a n s 
shouldn’t be dazed 
and confused by these 
well-funded sales 
tactics.  Marijuana 
is an illegal drug 
according to federal 

law.  It’s illegal because medical experts have 
determined, on the basis of solid scientific 
evidence, that the drug is harmful.  It’s also 
illegal because public officials have recognized 
the social costs and dangers of marijuana use.  

Don’t take my word for it.  All you have to 
do is read the latest data and research coming 
from states that are expanding marijuana use.

 First, states that have legalized marijuana, 
like Colorado and Oregon, have seen a spike 
in car accidents due to “drugged drivers.”  
Marijuana makes drivers less alert, slower to 
react, and poorer judges of their surroundings.  
Marijuana is the drug most likely to be present 
in the body of drivers fatally injured in a 
crash.  According to an American Academy of 
Pediatrics report this month, “more than 9% 
of drivers ages 16-20 admit to having driven 
under the influence of marijuana.”  Drugged 
driving is also extremely difficult to enforce, 

as there are no simple ways to test drivers for 
drug-impairment.  Approving marijuana use, 
even for so-called medical purposes, will only 
make this problem worse.  

Second, legalizing marijuana sends 
the wrong message to young people.  It 
communicates that a dangerous drug is 
nothing to worry about.  However, medical 
science and the human cost of legalization 
say otherwise.  Studies have shown that using 
marijuana in adolescence causes long-term 
damage to important cognitive abilities.  This 
is troubling since 23% of 12th grade students 
(nationally) report having used marijuana 
within the past month.  Marijuana use 
impairs memory, shortens attention spans, 
and hinders learning.  Marijuana use also 
increases depression, thoughts of suicide, and 
suicidal behaviors among young adults.

 The data is reflected in real life stories.  
Levi Pongi, age 19, died after consuming a 
marijuana cookie and jumping off a balcony.  
Marc Bullard, age 23, committed suicide 
after he began using a concentrated form of 
marijuana.  He had no previous history of 
depression.  These stories reflect data from 
showing that the number of youth suicides 
with marijuana present has tripled in 10 years.

 Third, marijuana is far more potent 
and addictive today than it was in previous 
generations.  Prior to the 1990s, marijuana 
typically had less than 2% THC (the chemical 
causing the psychoactive effect of the drug).  
However, growers have bred strains of 
marijuana to enhance THC content, much 
like tobacco companies increased the nicotine 
levels of their products to heighten their 
addictiveness.  

While the industry tries to frame pot as a 

natural remedy akin to Essential Oils, modern 
weed is bioengineered to pack a potent punch.  
Popular strains of marijuana sold in Colorado 
now have between 17-28% THC content, or 
14 times as potent as marijuana prior to the 
1990s.  Other marijuana-based products, such 
as edibles, have THC concentrations as high as 
80-90%.  There’s nothing natural about that.  
As a result of this change, marijuana users 
are now more likely to experience psychotic 
episodes or uncontrollable vomiting.  These 
disorders endanger the public, and they also 
put a strain on healthcare resources like 
mental health centers and emergency rooms.

 Fourth, the nation’s top medical professional 
has gone on the record to remind Americans 
that there is no such thing as “medical 
marijuana.”  U.S. Surgeon General Jerome 
Adams recently highlighted marijuana’s 
danger to the developing brain and how potent 
marijuana has become.  In a speech last year, 
he noted that one in five pregnant women in 
California is using marijuana.  He also pointed 
out that marijuana has over 100 components, 
and, while some of them may have medical 
benefits, that they need to be studied just like 
any other pharmaceutical.

 In Nebraska, marijuana proponents have 
been trying to circumvent the medical research 
process that has helped our country produce 
the most safe and effective healthcare in the 
world.  This is the wrong approach.  We should 
stick with the tried-and-true system, which is 
already doing research on what components 
of marijuana actually have medical benefits.  
After thorough research and extended clinical 
trials, the FDA has approved four medications 
that contain specific cannabinoids — chemicals 
found within the marijuana plant.

Pete ricketts
Governor

Let’s stand up for family farmers

THEME: BE MY VALENTINE
ACROSS
1. *AbÈlard to HÈloÔse
6. C.E.O.’s degree
9. a.k.a Snowmobile
13. Make amends
14. Over, poetically
15. Garlic unit
16. ____ lazuli
17. New, prefix
18. Bumpkin
19. *St. Valentine’s Day Massacre city
21. James Bond’s drink of choice
23. Building annex
24. Galsworthy’s “The Forsyte ____”
25. MD, familiarly
28. Land of Nod, in relation to Eden
30. Hire for work
35. Part of an eye
37. Feudal laborer
39. Request from Amazon
40. Waterproofed canvas
41. Bunch of bees
43. Black cat, e.g.
44. Apollo of “Rocky”
46. Roofed colonnade
47. X in a letter
48. Medicinal herb
50. Tangerine-grapefruit hybrid
52. Tennis barrier
53. Hold as a conviction
55. End of a fuse?
57. *____ Valentine, a.k.a. humorous 
Valentine
61. *One of star-crossed lovers
65. Beyond’s occasional partner
66. E.T. transporter
68. Wombs
69. Hansen’s disease patient
70. Young canine
71. *Flirt
72. *They used to be each other’s 
Valentines
73. Attempt

74. Passover meal

DOWN
1. Barber’s supply
2. Arizona’s neighbor
3. Serengeti antelope
4. *Like a bottle of champagne
5. “Goodwill Industries” business
6. *Unfortunate consequence of kissing?
7. Busy as a what?
8. *Pleasant bouquet smell
9. Vegas bandit
10. Mischievous Norse deity
11. ____-tempered
12. Sub station
15. *Roxane’s pen pal
20. “Heart of ____,” Blondie’s hit
22. Well-kept secret, for some
24. Strata, sing.
25. *Go ____, or split the cost of a date
26. Estrogen maker
27. The smallest dwarf planet
29. Uses a Singer
31. Get the picture
32. Short for administrator
33. Goslings, when they grow up
34. *German artist or Young’s partner
36. “Singes” in “La PlanËte des Singes”
38. *Mr. Right, pre-kiss
42. Tiny European republic
45. Jackie Robinson, e.g.
49. Princess tester
51. “My two cents,” pl.
54. Do like Vesuvius
56. *HÈloÔse to AbÈlard
57. Wide river valley
58. Wild goat
59. Uh-uh
60. “The Three Faces of ____,” pl.
61. Printer button
62. Old paint hazard
63. Gaelic tongue
64. *Wedding cake layer
67. “___ Elise”
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The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners meet the first and 
second Tuesday of each month.  To 
be placed on the agenda call (402) 
887-4410.
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The Holt County Board of 
Supervisors meet the work-
ing day after the middle of 
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placed on the agenda call 
(402) 336-1762.
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are now, as many get to witness 
first-hand how teachers use these 
tools and apps to interact with and 
instruct students. 

Nilson also credits Kortney 
Sayers, the school’s technology 
integrationist, with making this 
transition as smooth as possible, 
as she has been helping teachers 
use technology in their classrooms 
ever since she was hired. 

“I can’t imagine what this would 
have been like if this happened, 
say 5 or 6 years ago. I don’t think 
we could have transitioned so 
quickly and been able to provide 
instruction at the level  we are now 
if we hadn’t already had these tools 
in place,” Nilson said.

Before students were dismissed, 
Sayers reviewed with the teachers 
how to host and run Zoom 
meetings with students.  (“Zoom” 
allows the teacher to talk directly-
-either through a video or audio 
broadcast--to all the students at 
once. Students can also see and 
communicate with one another.)

Administrators and staff also 
quickly established what the new 
school day would look like.  They 
determined that grades Pre-K 
through 3rd grade would utilize a 
Facebook group and also receive 
printed materials. And every class 
at the 4th through 12th grade level 

would meet a minimum of one 
time per week (via Zoom). 

Because Nilson is also signed 
up as a co-instructor on every 
teacher’s Zoom account, he can 
virtually “pop in” on any lesson. At 
first, he said he showed up online 
to just welcome students to the 
new platform. But by “hanging 
around a bit,” in their virtual 
classroom, he says, allowed him to 
see some amazing interactions and 
lessons take place.  

Nilson said that he also used 
Zoom to check in with teachers 
to see how everything is going 
and to hold a faculty meeting. 
Although teachers have embraced 
the challenges, he acknowledged 
that there are still a lot of feelings 
about not being in school, mostly 
because of all the uncertainties.

On the positive side, he noted 
that students are getting to see 
their teachers in a little different 
light. “Because their lessons are 
being taught remotely, students 
now see the teachers in their 
home setting, so maybe a family 
member or pet walks by in view 
of the camera. So they get to see 
the ‘human’ side of their teachers’ 
lives. And they are also finding 
out just how much their teachers 
care for them, as they are going 
to great lengths to deliver lessons 
and activities, and to check in on 
them.”

online learning resources and 
packets that are available on the 
website and Facebook page for 
students and parents to use. 

Bloomfield is also providing 
meals to students. The school has  
a form for parents to  fill out by 
noon the day before they want a 
meal. It can be delivered or picked 
up.

Paras are dropping off sack 

lunches to students, which are two 
ways Alexander is trying to help 
the community. Not only does 
it ensure healthy meals for the 
students, but it keeps the paras 
employed.

“The paras are busy, and our 
janitors are going to start painting 
and working on projects,” he 
said. “Everyone is staying busy, 
and we’re moving forward with 
education at Bloomfield.”

- Continued From Page  1
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again, and was given some over-
the-counter meds that were 
dropped off by the pharmacy.”

 Since Cory’s positive test, the 
North Central District Health 
Department called the house every 
few hours the first couple of days 
to see how they were. 

 “When I started showing 
symptoms, they said they 
presumed I was positive, but they 
were not going to give me a test,” 
she said. “It was really bad for a 
while, I was scared because it was 
hard to breathe and I was totally 
congested. My heart started racing 
randomly, my hand would go 
numb because of poor circulation, 
and I would just want to pass out 
from exhaustion.”

 Brooke said the health 
department called and monitored 
her very closely since she’s labeled 
“high risk” due to heart and lung 
issues. 

 “We set up a plan about what I'm 
supposed to do if it gets really bad, 
and I need to call 911 just for my 
peace of mind, and so Cory knew 
what to do if it got to that point,” 
she said. “I'm so thankful for Dr. 
Eckmann and Liz from the health 
department, they checked in on 
me and did everything they could 
to keep me out of the hospital. 
I'm starting to feel better, but still 
have some times where I'm really 
exhausted and congested, or a 
random pain throughout my neck 
and jaw, but I'm so lucky.”

 The girls are starting to show 

cold-like symptoms now, but 
nothing more.

 When Cory tested positive 
for COVID-19, there were a lot of 
questions. And the Sonnichsens 
decided it was time to provide 
some answers.   

“We decided to put it on 
Facebook just to let everybody 
know it was him, that we are 
infected, to try to stop rumors and 
let people know it is us, and we are 
following strict orders not to leave 
the house,” Brooke said.

They expected some backlash 
from the community; however, 
they received the exact opposite.

 “We honestly love this town and 
that's why we call it home,” she 
said. “We would have never gone 
to the grocery store or anywhere, 

knowing he was positive. We are 
so completely humbled and totally 
grateful for all the support we have 
had bestowed upon us.”

 Brooke said they are thankful 
for every prayer, thoughtful action 
and each person who stood up for 
them. 

“There are no words I can 
possibly say that would express 
how deeply touched we are,” 
she said. “I am completely 
overwhelmed by all of it. I just 
want to say that this community 
is amazing. And we are lucky to 
have a fantastic medical clinic with 
people who genuinely care about 
their patients. Our doctor is a 
blessing to this town and everyone 
she knows.”

It’s hard to believe how quickly the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) has changed our 
lives in just a matter of weeks.  I am grateful to 
Nebraskans for making sacrifices and taking 
precautions to help slow the spread of the 

virus and keep people 
healthy.  Nebraskans 
have been complying 
with limitations on 
social gatherings 
and practicing good 
hygiene.  These 
actions are vitally 
important as we seek 
to protect everyone 
from the virus, 
especially the most 
vulnerable people in 

our state. 
Restaurants have adjusted how they serve 

customers, moving to takeout, drive-thru, 
or curbside services.  Parents and educators 
are finding creative ways to continue studies 
through distance learning and homeschooling.  
Churches are live-streaming their worship 
services and making lessons available online 
for families.  I especially want to thank our 
healthcare professionals, first responders, 
and law enforcement who have been working 
to keep Nebraska moving during this public 
health emergency.

The last week has proven that COVID-19 
can spread rapidly.  Positive cases have now 
been confirmed in Adams, Buffalo, Cass, 
Dawson, Douglas, Knox, Lancaster, Lincoln, 
Madison, Nemaha, Sarpy, and Washington 
counties as of March 23rd.  Social distancing 
and good hygiene are the best weapons against 
the virus, while we work to further ramp up 

testing and develop a vaccine.
We have two levels of social distancing 

restrictions.  Right now, the entire state must 
abide by guidance to limit social gatherings to 
10 people.  Outside of Cass, Douglas, Sarpy, 
and Washington counties, restaurants and 
bars can have up to 10 patrons—although 
they are encouraged to transition to takeout, 
curbside, or delivery services. 

In the Omaha area, cases of “community 
transmission” have been confirmed.  
Community transmission cases are cases that 
our public health teams have not been able to 
trace to their origin.  After discovering these 
community transmission cases, the State 
issued a Directed Health Measure (DHM) 
for Cass, Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington 
counties on March 19th.  The DHM imposes 
an enforceable limit on public gatherings, 
restricting them to 10 people or less.  Among 
other steps, the DHM requires restaurants and 
bars in these areas to close their dining areas 
and move to takeout, drive thru, delivery, 
and/or curbside service through April 30, 
2020.  Hospitals are also cancelling elective 
surgeries.

All Nebraskans, both rural and urban, 
should continue to take this virus with 
the utmost seriousness.  If you show any 
symptoms, stay home and immediately 
contact your healthcare provider for an initial 
screening.  All Nebraskans should wash 
their hands regularly, greet people verbally, 
and clean and disinfect commonly touched 
surfaces.  And keep a distance of six feet from 
people when out in public.

As our response continues, I am also 
working with the Legislature on an emergency 
package to provide $83 million of funding 

to combat COVID-19 in Nebraska.  Here’s a 
quick overview of the package:

• Assistance for Nebraska Communities:  
The largest portion will go towards 
purchasing much-need personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to help our communities 
respond.  It will also help Local Public Health 
Departments (LHD) to ramp up staffing and 
call center operations, and to make essential 
IT expenditures—like laptops and servers.

• State Public Health Division:  From 
epidemiologists who advise LHDs to robust 
public information campaigns, our Public 
Health team has been overseeing the statewide 
response.  These resources will help expand 
staffing to augment their team to give them the 
resources they need during this pandemic for 
missions like testing.

• State Agency Overtime:  This part of the 
package will help cover costs for overtime 
and additional staff to maintain healthcare 
coverage needs at veterans’ homes and state 
care facilities.  These funds are calculated to 
cover a 50% spike in staffing needs to prepare 
for the possibility that some teammates may 
be temporarily unable to provide care due to 
quarantine requirements.

• University of Nebraska Medical Center: 
Additional funding for the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) would 
pay for equipment and systems at UNMC.  
Some of the funds would go toward the cost 
of the reagents, lab personnel, and equipment 
needed to expand COVID-19 testing. 

• Additional Flexibility:  The Legislature is 
also considering an additional $25 million in 
flexibility for the Governor’s Emergency Fund 
to ensure the State has the resources it needs 
as the scope of the pandemic unfolds.

Pete Ricketts
Governor

The war against the virus continues
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 By Senator Tim Gragert

Many unprecedented events 
have taken place over this past 
week. In my March 13 newsletter, 
I wrote about the Legislature 
giving fi rst-round approval to 
the budget bills. Since then, 
COVID-19 has completely 
overshadowed everything else.  

Terms such as “community 
spread” and “social distancing” 
have become part of our daily 
language. The Legislature 
postponed its session beginning 
March 17 until it is safe and 
necessary to call members back 
into session. However, the 
speaker may call us back in soon 
to approve COVID-19 emergency 
funding. The Governor has 
requested $58.6 million for 
public health, testing, staffi  ng, 
equipment, and programming 
needs to fi ght the spread of 
COVID-19.  

 On Monday, March 16, the 
Governor announced restrictions 
on public gatherings of more 
than 10 people for the next 8 
weeks. Since these are guidelines 
issued by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
they can’t be enforced by law 
enforcement offi  cers. However, 
the Governor strongly urged 
compliance by Nebraskans. 

At the time of this writing, the 
Chief Medical Offi  cer with the 
Nebraska Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) 
has ordered Directed Health 
Measures (DHM) for Douglas, 
Cass, Sarpy, and Washington 

Counties through April 30, 
2020. These DHMs contain the 
prohibition on gatherings of 
more than 10 people and further 
restrict bars and restaurants 
from serving customers on site. 

The prohibition of more 
than 10 people includes churches, 
schools, daycare facilities, fi tness 
centers, libraries, theaters, 
sporting events, concerts, 
weddings, and funerals. It does 
not apply to such places as 
airports, bus stations, healthcare 
facilities, offi  ces, shopping malls, 
grocery stores, retail stores, and 
courts. Any person violating a 
DHM ordered by DHHS is guilty 
of a Class V misdemeanor for 
each off ense. 

Also on Monday, the Nebraska 
Education Commissioner 
announced that state education 
offi  cials recommended that all 

244 school districts in the state 
transition to remote learning by 
Monday, March 23. 

The state Education 
Department received approval 
from the federal government for 
schools to get waivers so they can 
continue to serve breakfasts and 
lunches to students. Education 
leaders are working to determine 
if legislation is needed due to 
the suspension of state rules 
regarding testing, attendance, 
and the required number of 
school days. 

The Department of 
Labor announced resources 
available to Nebraskans who 
are unable to work or are 
working reduced hours due to 
this health crisis. Employers 
can apply for the Short-Time 
Compensation program, which 
allows employers to uniformly 
reduce aff ected employees’ hours 
by 10-60% while permitting 
the employees to receive a 
prorated unemployment benefi t. 
Beginning March 22, through 
May 2, the waiting week for 
benefi ts and the work search 
requirements have been waived. 
Furthermore, benefi ts will not 
be charged against individual 
employers accounts. Money will 
be paid out of the general trust 
fund as the job losses are not the 
fault of individual employers. 
Callers to the department may 
want to leave a call back number, 
as wait times could be rather 
lengthy. 

At a Governor’s press 
conference, the grocery 

industry assured Nebraskans 
that there is no food shortage. 
Some items may not be available 
because people purchased more 
than needed. The Governor 
issued an executive order 
last week to waive the weight 
restrictions on food delivery 
trucks and the restrictions on 
hours worked by drivers, to help 
with the shortage of drivers in 
the grocery industry. 

Although the vast majority of 
cases are from the Omaha area, 
two cases have been reported 
from Knox County. The number 
for the North Central District 
Health Department covering 
Boyd, Holt, Knox and Rock 
Counties is (402) 336-2406 and 
the number for the Northeast 
Nebraska Public Health 
Department covering Cedar 
and Dixon Counties is (402) 
375-2200. Another number
residents can call is 2-1-1. Calls
will be answered 24/7 and staff  
will assist callers with questions
about the virus, current
recommendations, or resources
available in the community.

During this time, my staff  
will be in and out of the offi  ce, 
as it has been suggested that 
they work from home as much 
as possible. However, my staff  
and I are monitoring emails and 
answering telephone calls. My 
contact information is tgragert@
leg.ne.gov, my telephone number 
is (402) 471-2801 and my mailing 
address is District #40, P.O. Box 
94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, 
NE 68509.

Senator discusses issues raised by COVID-19
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estate loans for new purchases and refinancing existing debts. Contact one estate loans for new purchases and refinancing existing debts. Contact one estate loans for new purchases and refinancing existing debts. Contact one 
of our experienced Ag loan officers to discuss your options.of our experienced Ag loan officers to discuss your options.of our experienced Ag loan officers to discuss your options.

Rates as of 03/09/2020

* Rates based on choice pricing a $500,000 loan with semi annual payments. Monthly, semi annual, and annual payment options. No minimum loan amount. 

402-373-4134402-373-4134
www.bankofhartington.com

There are many other loan terms available to choose from.
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After Coronavirus case, Country Market is 
determined to serve customers’ needs

Vote LARRY MARVIN 
for U.S. SENATE May 12, Nov. 3

Veteran, UN-L Graduate, Vol-Firemen 32 years, 
Landlord, Democrat, Good Samaritan.

Vote for good schools, Food stamps for 
low income needy, Farm programs that 

are fair to family farmers.

Is $255 Social Security Death benefit enough 
to bury a Democrat or a Republican or a school 

drop-out that is not a registered voter? 
Are you benefiting from our 

Patient Protection Affordable Care Act, 
and the Part D Prescription Drug Plan? 
Do you support renewable energy, and 
pollution clean-up, affordable college? 

And Disaster relief? Do you support our U.S. 
Constitution and all of our Rights?

Paid for by Larry Marvin for U.S. Senate, 635 N Main St, Fremont, NE 68025

Propane Sales & Service
Furnace - Air Conditioners
Fireplaces - Water Heaters

Tires - Auto Supplies
Mowers - Snow Blowers

(402) 586-2282

(800) 253-1893

513 E Broadway St.
Wausa, NE 68786

Consignment

Saturday, March 28, 2020 • 9:30 A.M. • Osmond, NE

ONLINE ONLY 
Through Auction Time April 8th

CANCELLED
Joe & Angie Aschoff

507 W. 4th St. • Osmond, NE 
402-360-4435 • www.aschoffauction.com

OPPORTUNITY SALE of 2020
Thursday, April 9, 2020  n 12 Noon 

At Sandy Ridge Ranch n Atkinson, Nebraska

BID ONLINE OR OVER PHONE! 
SELLING 450 LIMOUSIN, LIM-FLEX & ANGUS BULLS & FEMALES

Watch the sale and bid live online at DVAuction.com and SuperiorClickToBid.com. 
Casey Fanta (320) 288-6128 / Casey.Fanta@WulfCattle.com / WulfCattle.com

VIDEO ONLY
SALE 

Wulf 3.79x2 bw-NE Press.indd   1 3/18/20   5:57 PM

BULL SALE? Run this size ad in over 150
Newspapers for just $6.41/newspaper

Call this newspaper or 1-800-369-2850 for more information.

Nebraska 2x2/2x4 Display Ad Network

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150 Ne-
braska newspapers & get your message to 
over 490,000 readers.  Statewide coverage 
for just $6.41* per publication. *Statewide 
cost only $975. Regional ads also avail-
able in Central, Northeast, Southeast or 
Western Nebraska. Other sizes available.

Garriann Edholm
news@myknoxconew.com

With all the recent events, the staff  at 
Country Market in Bloomfi eld has been 
going nonstop. 

When they received a call last Tuesday 
evening saying there was a confi rmed 
positive case of the coronavius,, they knew 
they had to immediately shut down and 
fi gure out a game plan on how they were 
going to proceed from here on out. 

Wednesday morning owners Jody and 
Krystal, along with a few other employees 

showed up before dawn to clean and sanitize 
the entire store. Their plan was to open back 
up at 12 noon Wednesday. 

“It’s the new business as usual,” 
says owner Kyrstal Mackeprang. “We’re 
fortunate that we’re one of those 
businesses that are in need.” 

They know how important it is for them to 
be open as much as possible. With everyone 
home and schools closed, there are a lot of 
people relying on them for supplies. 

They are being limited on some of the 
most sought after supplies; eggs, fl our, toilet 
paper, potatoes, lettuce, ground beef.

They’ve unfortunately seen prices rise on 
these items, as well and hand sanitizer and 
Clorox wipes are unheard of. 

Curbside deliveries and home deliveries 
are the majority of traffi  c these days and 
they are really encouraging customers to do 
more of them and to also be sure to wash 
your hands before and after handling their 
groceries. 

They are just trying to keep everyone as 
safe as possible in the community.

On March 7, 2020, the Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce took a 
report of a stolen ATV from Warren 
VonSeggern of rural Orchard, 
Knox County, near 514 Avenue and 
871 Road. The ATV is an orange 
2016 Honda TRX500 with a seat 
on the back. Anyone with any 
information on this ATV, or who 
sees a similar ATV, is asked to 
contact the Knox County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce at 402-288-4261.

On March 9, 2020, the Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce received a 
call from Lewis and Clark Mini Mart 
in Crofton, reporting someone had 
tried to use a fake $50 bill. A female 
suspect attempted to purchase a 
few items, but the employee caught 
her by using the marker on the bill 
before the transaction took place. 

On March 10, 2020, the Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce took a 

report that the Country Market in 
Bloomfi eld also found a fake $50 
bill was used in their business. 
Both cases were done by the same 
female. Both places have video 
coverage of the incident and both 
cases are being investigated. 

On March 10, 2020, the Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce was called 
to an accident at 9:30 P.M., 2 
miles north of 897 Road on 545 
Avenue. Jaden Jordan of Crofton 
was driving a 2007 Chevy Equinox, 
owned by Michelle Weidner 
Jordan, South on 545 Avenue, 
when she hit a steer owned by 2 Bar 
Ranch. The vehicle went into the 
ditch on the East side of the road. 
Jaden along with 2 of her siblings 
were not hurt and seatbelts were in 
use. The side and front airbags did 
deploy. The steer ran off  and could 
not be found. 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

COUNTY COURT
(all court costs  $49.00, unless 

otherwise stated)

Ayla R. Wade,  Lynch, NE; 
Speeding  76/55,  $200. + c.c.

Angel M. Narvaez Garca,  
Bloomfi eld, NE; No Operator’s 
License,  $75. + c.c.

Todd B. Timmerman,  Plainview, 
NE; I. No Valid Registration; 
II. Violate Load Containment
Requirements, I. $25. II. $100. +
c.c.

Todd G. Fritz,  Niobrara, NE;
Fur Harvest/Possession of Fur w/o 
Permit, $150. + c.c.

Devon B. Frederick,  Yankton, 
SD; Attempted Possession 
of a Controlled Substance, 
Methamphetamine,  $1000. + 
$156.92 c.c.

Jonnathan Red Owl Cutts,  
Niobrara, NE;  I. DWI; II. Child 
Abuse; III. DUS;  I. $500. + 30 days 
KCJ concurrent; Driver’s License 
revoked 6 months concurrent; II. 
7 days KCJ concurrent; III. 2 days 

KCJ concurrent, Driver’s License 
revoked 1 year concurrent.

John Rosberg, Wausa, NE; 
Probation Violation; Probation 
extended 18 months.

Patrick F. Mitchum, Niobrara, 
NE;  DUS,  $100. + $50 c.c.

John Ted Tauber, Winnetoon, 
NE;  Willful Reckless Driving,  
$500. Driver’s License impounded 
30 days; 8 months’ probation + 
$155 c.c.

COUNTY TREASURER

School Permit
Maggie A. Wortman, Creighton
Addison K. Smith, Wausa
Holly J. Johnson, Wausa

Learner’s Permit 
Chrissenna C. Swalley, Santee
Abigail .J White, Plainview
Provisional Operator’s Permit
Joshua D. Wattier, Wausa
 Devin C. Rosberg, Wausa
Kylie Marie Hewett, Orchard
Trevor K. Thomson, Page

COUNTY COURT

kcn
Underline
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PUBLIC NOTICE

City council meeting
City Council Meeting 
A regular meeting of the  
Mayor and Council of the 
City of Bloomfi eld will be 
held Monday, April 6, 2020 
at 7 p.m. attendance will 
be limited to 10 attendees. 
Comments to the mayor can 
be submitted by email at 
blfdadam@gpcom.net or fax 
(402) 373-2820. 

Legals in this issue
• Bloomfi eld notice, minutes, 
bills
• Creighton notice
• NCPPD election
• Lewis & Clark, minutes & bills
• Knox County, notices
• Organizations
• Turn to 8 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blood drive planned
The American Red Cross 
Bloodmobile will be at the 
Bloomfi eld Community Center 
on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
from noon until 6 p.m. Please 
come and donate.

Summer ball
Boys and girls are invited 
to register for the 2019 
Bloomfi eld summer youth 
ball program.  Registration 
forms  are available at the 
Bloomfi eld City offi ces and 
school.

Alumni banquet
BHS Alumni Banquet
Save the date and make 
plans to attend this year’s 
BHS Alumni Banquet.  A meal 
of roast beef, mash potatoes 
and gravy, corn, bun, and 
dessert will follow at 6pm. 
Tickets will be $19 each and 
will go on sale April 1. If you 
have any questions call Sandi 
Miller at 402-640-0615.

Legals in this issue
• Creighton school, minutes & 
bills
• Creighton City, minutes & bills
• Bloomfi eld water
• Creighton Water
• Bloomfi eld Airport
• Turn to 6 & 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

BLOOMFIELD

Preschool registration
Creighton Public Preschool is 
currently taking registrations 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
must be 4 by July 31, 2020. 
To register please call 
Creighton Public Schools at 
358-5001.  

St. Ludger 
St. Ludger Elementary is  
currently taking registration 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
need to be 4 by July 31, 
2021.

KNOX COUNTY
Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Two Locations!
    Bloomfield    Creighton
402-373-2332 402-358-5520

www.PitzerDigital.com

Second COVID-19 positive test reported
By KCN STAFF

news@myknoxconews.com
A second positive test for COVID-19 was reported in 

Knox County this week.
The North Central District Health Department 

announced that they were notifi ed of the positive test on 
Tuesday. NCDHD reported the person is a Knox County 
man in his 30s who recently traveled to another state where 
there is community transmission of the virus. He is self-
isolating at home.

The health department released the only known 
community exposure times, which is low risk, related to the 
case are the following:

• Sunday, March 15th from 9:30 AM-11:30 AM at Country 
Market in Bloomfi eld, NE

• Saturday, March 14th from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at 
Dollar General in Hooper, NE

“At this time, general risk to the community remains 
low, however NCDHD encourages the community to self-
monitor their symptoms,” the press release stated. “All 

identifi ed close contacts will self-quarantine (stay home) 
and be actively monitored twice daily by public health 
offi  cials for fever and respiratory symptoms.”

A 16-year-old boy from Crofton, who was Knox 
County’s fi rst positive case and had been treated in the 
Biocontainment Unit, was discharged Monday after three 
negative tests for COVID-19, according to the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. 

Widespread closures began across the county this week, 
including all Knox County schools and several businesses. 

Bloomfi eld Community School announced they will be 
closed for a minimum of two weeks, starting March 17. 
Grades 7-12 will follow e-learning via zoom and will follow 
their regular schedule. K-6 students were sent home with 
enrichment work. Parent Teacher Conferences will be at 
the scheduled time via phone conferences. Bloomfi eld 
Community Schools are off ering school lunches during 
their time of closure. Go to Bloomfi eld Schools website or 

Schools close two weeks for social distancing

Icebergs remained for weeks after the fl ood of the Niobara River. - Please see FLOOD, page 2

'People love it here, and they’re not willing to just give up'
FLOOD: ONE YEAR LATER

HELPING BACK HOME
Creighton graduate Erin (Best) 
Pulec brought a semi full of 
donations to Verdigre in May.

HIGHWAYS FLOODED
Highway 84 near Bloomfi eld was 
also under water on March 13, 
2019, thank to the bomb cyclone. 

FARM FAMILY
Willard Ruzicka of Verdigre 
was among the many long-time 
farmers who witnessed icebergs 
destroying their home. 

County rebounds from historic fl ood
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
It's been little more than a year the Spencer Dam broke loose, 

unleashing the raging water and chunks of ice that ravaged homes, 
farmland, livestock, streets, parks, bridges, businesses and lives.

Since then Niobrara residents, along with hundreds of volunteers, 
have worked tirelessly to restore and rebuild what was destroyed. And 
now, even when spring reports suggest that the river level might rise 
once again, it doesn’t seem to dampen their spirits.

“Niobrara is a river town. We’ve always been a river town,” says 
Mona Weatherwax, the Village Clerk of Niobrara. “When the town fi rst 
fl ooded way back in March of 1881, they put the buildings on skids and 
just moved it to a diff erent location.  People love it here, and they’re not 
willing to just give up on it.”

Tony Tschirren, a NDOT (Nebraska Department of Transportation), 
supervisor said he doesn’t have anxiety about any forecasted weather 
causing the same kind of catastrophe. “We’re so far ahead of where we 
were at this time last year, as far as the ground thawing out and everything; 
I don’t think we are worried about the same thing happening.”

Also, the proven resilience of the community could be what keeps 
residents focusing on the positives. Instead of dwelling on the fact that 

KCN FILE PHOTOS
Tony Tschirren fi lls a pump with gas in an attempt to pump water near Maiden's Leap on Highway 12 near Niobrara on Tuesday. Tschirren, who 
oversees the Nebraska Department of Roads in this area and graduate from Niobrara, said, "This is absolutely insane. I've never seen anything like 
this before."

COURTESY SHANE GRECKEL

COURTESY LORI KNIGGE

SOURCE: CDC- Please see REPORTED, page 2

Sunday
  High 43
  Low: 31
  Precip: 20%

Friday
  High 20
  Low: 8
  Precip: 10%

Saturday
  High 32
  Low: 24
  Precip: 0%

BLOOMFIELD

City council meeting
A regular meeting of the 
Mayor and Council of the 
City of Creighton will be held 
Thursday, April 9th, 2020 
in the meeting room of the 
Creighton City Offi ces. This 
meeting will be limited to 10 
people. The meeting will be 
streamed live on the City of 
Creighton Facebook page. 
You can call in with your 
concerns (402) 358-3557. 

Drive-By Parade 
Creighton Community School 
are doing a drive by parade! 
Teachers and staff will be 
starting in front of the school 
on Redick Ave., Monday, April 
6, from 5:30-6 p.m. 

PHOTO BY THELMA SCHROEDER
Hubert Borgmann delivers fl owers to Avera Care Centre. All residents — and 
staff — received fl owers from the community. - Please see  DELIVERS, p2

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

On Monday afternoon, every 
single resident, as well as staff  
members, at Avera Care Centre 
received a colorful surprise — a 
large, lovely carnation in a vase, 
accented with baby’s breath, 
greenery, and a pastel-colored 
ribbon.  

Naoma Borgmann, whose own 
mother is a resident there, decided 
that the residents would likely 
appreciate the breath of spring 
to brighten their day, especially 
since the facility is not currently 
allowing any visitors.

So Borgmann reached out to the 
community to see if anyone would 

be interested in having a fresh 
fl ower delivered to a resident, 
and she said the response was 
“absolutely overwhelming.”  

“Not only did family members 
want to make sure their loved one 
received a fl ower, many people 
purchased a fl ower, even though 
they have no family members 
there. They just wanted to make 
sure everyone received one,” 
Naoma said. 

Because of those eff orts, 
Borgmann said that there were 
enough fl owers for every single 
resident to receive at least one, and 
in some cases, even a few more.

Borgmann said it’s no surprise 
to her that people in town also 

wanted to make sure every nurse 
and staff  member at the Care 
Centre received one as well, as 
they are so appreciated  — not just 
through this crisis, but always.

“The care the residents receive 
there is exceptional,” Borgmann 
commented. “I can’t say enough 
good things about the staff  there.”

Borgmann and her husband, 
Hubert, as well as her 
granddaughter, Jordyn, worked 
diligently in the back room of 
her business, The Special Place, 
(where all her fl oral arrangements 
are made) to prepare the fl owers 
and vases in a decorative way. 
However, they were also very 

Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Community delivers on kindness

Sewing Their Part

Our new sports 
series opens with 
a look back at how 
two medalists won a 
team title at state.

Sunday
  High 60
  Low: 49
  Precip: 20%

Friday
  High 40
  Low: 25
  Precip: 30%

Saturday
  High 48
  Low: 34
  Precip: 10%

By GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

All over the country Americans are crafting thousands 
of face masks to help shield our doctors and nurses from 
COVID-19. 

They are pulling together to help on the shortage of 
protective gear, especially masks, that our healthcare workers 
are going through at an alarming rate. 

Instead of waiting for new personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to be made, Bloomfi eld’s Kathy Olson has stepped 
up, or rather sat down and pulled up a chair to her sewing 
machine. After watching a couple YouTube tutorials she was 
on her way.

 “It makes me feel a little less helpless,” she said. 
Olson went to school to be a nurse so she is fully aware of 

what our healthcare workers need. It all started a little over a 
week ago when she saw a Facebook post from a friend saying 
people were in desperate need of face masks. 

Her fi rst thought was, “Wow, I can make some of those." 
Dr. Riley Eckmann also commented on the post and 

Olson told her she could absolutely make some masks for the 
Bloomfi eld Medical Clinic, but she didn’t stop there. 

Her daughter-in-law, Brittany, is a nurse in Parkston, So. 
Dak., so she called her and told her what she was doing and if 
her hospital was in need. 

She called back the next morning saying they would take 
as many as they can get. Being a smaller hospital, all of the 
available N95 masks were being sent to the larger hospitals 
in Sioux Falls, leaving them with no PPEs. 

Olson then put a post on Facebook letting friends know 

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

When Toby Hughes of Crofton turned the big “6-
0,” there wasn’t going to be any big celebration; the 
coronavirus made sure of that. 

Instead, family members were forced to keep their 
distance. So his day and evening went on without any 
birthday hoopla.  Around 8 p.m., his wife called him 
over to the computer.

“I told him, ‘Come see what your daughter, Jessie 
posted on Facebook,’ ” said Julie Hughes.  And when 
he leaned in to look at the screen, there he saw the 
smiling faces and heard the laughter of all three of 
his adult daughters, Jessie, Kirbi, and Halie, who 
live in Grand Island, Hartington, and Elgin, Illinois, 
respectively. From their own homes, the girls happily 
belted out the “happy birthday” song together.

The Hughes’ certainly aren’t alone in enduring the 
impact that social-distancing has had on families. The 
coronavirus has caused many families to rely more 
heavily on technology for their live “get-togethers” to 

Care Centre residents receive fl owers

Sewing masks is way 
to feel 'less helpless'

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
Kathy Olson went to school to be a nurse. Now she's helping 
those in the healthcare industry in the fi ght against COVID-19 
by sewing masks. 

More social media 
helps families with
social distancing

Bloomfi eld 3D printer 
to assist COVID eff ort

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myknoxconews.com

Bloomfi eld Community Schools is doing its part in 
trying help with the shortage of protective gear during 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Lee Ann Runyon, Bloomfi eld’s business and 
technology teacher, is putting the two 3D printers in 
her classroom to good use, printing the visor parts for 
face shields.

Runyon said it all started after she read an article 
about Nucor gathering all of the 3D printers they 
helped secure for area schools. The article said Nucor 
representatives brought all of the printers back to 
their Norfolk plant to print face shields.

“I contacted them and asked if they would share the 
fi le so we could print them here as well, since some of 
the medical professionals in our area were asking if 
this was possible for us to do,” she said.

Runyon said representatives from Nucor shared the 
fi le with the Bloomfi eld school, so she could help meet 
this need. Work on the face shields started earlier this 
week. 

“We are trying to print these shields, and if it all 
works, we will provide these if there is a need in our 
area,” she said.

- Please see  SOCIAL, page 2

- Please see  MASKS, page 2

Special section
Pull out this educational 
section and support the local 
businesses that are included as 
sponsors.
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delivers

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 

Garriann
Edholm

News

- Continued From Page  1

Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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Recovery

laughed. Brian added with 
a chuckle, “They had this 
hypnotizing eff ect on me.”

After doing some research and 
asking around, the couples came 
across Randy and Tara Cipriano, 
who have been raising llamas in 
Garland, Nebraska since 1986. 
They started out with two, and 
now have a herd of 130 plus. Randy 
travels to Argentina and Chile to 
pick out his llamas to bring back to 
Garland to breed. 

The Davises fi rst showed up at 
Cipriano’s with an idea of the age 
of the llama they wanted and a 
budget. They ended up purchasing 

Golden Boy and Barack, who were 
both 6 months of age. 

When Lori found out Brenda, 
her friend since childhood, had a 
llama she said, “If Brenda gets a 
llama, I want a llama too.” 

That's when Temptress was 
purchased. Her name and 
beautiful white coat were the 
deciding factors for their fi rst 
female of the group. She was 2 
years old when she was purchased 
with an end goal of breeding her. 

On Saturday night, the animals 
will make their television debut 
on “Heartland Docs, DVM.” The 
program has local appeal, as it 

focuses on a pair of Hartington 
veterinarians, Ben and Erin 
Schroeder, and the work they do in 
the area.  

Brian has been using the 
Schroeder’s veterinarian services 
for their horses, and then for the 
llamas, when needed.  Before 
they had any knowledge of the 
show, the Davises asked Ben and 
Erin to ultrasound Temptress to 
make sure she was bred. Then, it 
just so happened that Brian and 
Brenda had their dogs over at the 
Heartland Docs offi  ce on a day 
of fi lming. The vets asked if the 
couples and their llamas would 
be interested in being part of the 
show. Of course, they agreed.

The fi rst episode consists of 
the couples hauling their llamas 
over to Heartland Docs’ offi  ce for 
wellness checkups. According to 
Brian, a day of fi lming is no easy 
task. It's redoing the same thing 
over and over for 6-8 hours, for 
just a few minutes of TV time. 
However, they’ve truly enjoyed 
working with the crew. 

“We’re just having a lot of fun 
with it,” Brian said. 

Brenda added, “Ben and Erin 
are such good good people, so any 
positive press we can get here is a 
plus by just telling our stories of 
farming and farm work.” 

National Geographic held a 
premiere party at the Hartington 
Hotel, which Ben and Erin 
remodeled as part of their side 
hobby. There were top executives 
from National Geographic 
there and everyone who made 
an appearance on the show. 
The Davises and Mosses taped 
numerous episodes and have made 

their llamas little “reality stars.”
According to all, these animals 

and their friendship have been a 
unique bonding, memory-making 
experience. 

The Davises recalled when they 
fi rst brought the llamas to their 
farm in Bloomfi eld, they were 
pretty skittish, as it takes a lot of 
time and handling to get them 
tame. 

Veterinarian Lori Moss 
concurred. “They like to have 
interaction with humans by 
pushing their nose against your 
nose,” she said. “So when we go 
out to see them, we lean forward, 
put our nose out there and they 
will reach out and put their nose 
against our respective noses.”  

Whether it’s just a stereotype or 
not, llamas do have a reputation 
for spitting at people.  Brenda says 
she's only seen Temptress “spit” 
twice. One time actually makes 
the show, when the Heartland 
Docs were trying to give her some 
deworming medication and she 
spit it right back out. The other 
was when the boys got a little too 
close to her during her pregnancy. 

However, according to Lori, 
llamas don’t usually spit at 
humans. They tend to save it for 
members of their own species. 
Instead of spitting, they actually 
do a lot of humming.

 “Llamas use humming as their 
way of communicating and tend to 
hum for a variety of reasons,” says 
Monte. Mamas hum to greet their 
babies, but also when tired and 
cautious.

Tune in on Saturday night to 
see all of their antics capture for 
reality television.
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10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property

Heart Healthy 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

- Continued From Page  1

Reality TV

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Feb. 4 25 13 0 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 32 13 0 
Thursday,  Feb. 6 40 10 0 
Friday,  Feb. 7 31 15 0  
Saturday,  Feb. 8 38 9 0  
Sunday, Feb. 9 32 20 0 
Monday,  Feb. 10 39 12 0 

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

ACROSS
1. Sell illegally
6. Crime scene evidence
9. “From California to 

the New York Island,” e.g.
13. Berth deck in relation 

to poop deck
14. Poetic over
15. Chocolate cake 

ingredient
16. Like Solitaire player
17. Go a-courting
18. Packing
19. *”Go Tell It on the 

Mountain” author
21. *South Africa’s fi rst 

black president
23. Bag, ‡ Paris
24. Schooner pole
25. #1 on Billboards 

Chart, e.g.
28. One way to memorize
30. *Civil rights activist 

and Ferguson opponent
35. Single pip cards
37. Give a shot of 

novocaine
39. Call forth
40. Long John Silver’s 

walk
41. Sauna product
43. Dashing style
44. Pariah, for medical 

reasons
46. Back arrow key
47. As opposed to gross
48. Kane and Goldberg, 

TV characters

50. Georgia ____ 
university

52. Poseidon’s domain
53. MXN, as in currency
55. Snowman Olaf’s fa-

vorite thing
57. *2019 eponymous 

movie character
61. Errand runner, at 

court
65. Matter of debate
66. Harry Potter’s 

Hedwig
68. Ineff ectual vomiting
69. Giblets part
70. *Famous movie di-

rector, Spike
71. Ruhr’s industrial 

center
72. Played at military 

funerals
73. Flow alternative
74. Nostradamus and 

such
DOWN
1. Hunk of something
2. Flavored with kola 

nuts
3. Absent without leave
4. Gives a helping hand
5. Antebellum
6. Pillow fi ller
7. ____colonial or 

____classical
8. Oven emanation?
9. Lady’s man
10. Ne plus ultra
11. Famous Coward
12. Man Ray’s genre
15. Back of a saddle

20. Popular Byzantine 
artwork

22. Nile viper
24. Reminder of times 

past
25. *First African 

American to win Best Actress 
Oscar

26. More slippery
27. Allegro and lento, in 

music
29. *Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, 1984
31. Like fair share
32. Arch and ball loca-

tion, pl.
33. *On Debi Thomas’ 

foot when she won Olympic 
medal

34. Busybody, in Yiddish
36. Work detail
38. Bid, past tense
42. Coff ee shop order
45. D’Artagnan’s weapon 

of choice
49. Get the picture
51. *Harlem Renaissance 

poet
54. Fur shawl
56. Canada fl yers
57. Handle of #45 Down
58. Most populous 

continent
59. Invitation request
60. Regrets
61. Commoner
62. Diamond’s corner
63. Walkie-talkie word
64. Japanese money, pl.
67. *Du Bois

 150245

 2601 South 13th St.
 Norfolk, NE 68701

 402-371-1306

 www.JerrysTrailers.com

 • FREE ADMISSION
 • INDOOR SHOWROOM
 • SALES REPS ON HAND
 •  SPECIAL FINANCING!

 February 13th-15th
 10am to 7pm

 February 16th
 Noon to 6pm

 All New Lines On Sale Including:
 Alpine, Brookstone, 

 Avalanche,
 Coachmen Chaparral

 Coachman - Freedom Express, 
 Durango Gold, 2500, 1500, 

 East to west, Wildwood, 
 Wildwood FSX

So she advises everyone “to fi nd out what 
works best for you; although every exercise we 
do can be modifi ed.”

Jen is a self-taught, self-motivated trainer 
who is certifi ed to teach a variety of exercise 
courses.  Although most of her classes have 
intimidating titles—like “Bootcamp” and 
“Insanity,” she insists that her classes are 
designed for people of all levels of fi tness to 
participate.

“Jen always demonstrates low-impact 
moves for those who don’t want high impact,” 
according to Monica Morrill, one of Jen’s loyal 
attendees.

Participants in Wortman’s classes range 
in age, but if anyone has doubts about being 
too old or too out of shape, she points out the 
experience of one former member, who was 67 
years old when she started.

“She didn’t have a lot of strength, so when we 
did pushups, she would just do those against 
the wall. It wasn’t long before she could get up 
and down off  the fl oor easily, and could even do 
pushups,” Wortman said.

In addition to gaining strength, Wortman 
says there are just so many benefi ts to exercising 

regularly: it helps reduce blood pressure, 
strengthens the heart, decreases the risk of 
diabetes, improves metabolism, and helps in 
maintaining a healthy body weight.

“I’m not sure what the cons are. I get that 
people are reluctant at fi rst. But I think people 
just have to schedule it into their day, so they 
don’t talk themselves out of it,” she said.

Jen’s knows the truth of this on a personal 
level. Her own mother had a heart condition 
and surgery recently, but is now taking the time 
to workout, eat more nutritious meals, and is 
feeling much healthier and optimistic about 
life, according to her daughter.

Jen acknowledges that her own motivation 
came six years ago, when she knew she needed 
to make some changes in her own lifestyle, 
when she wasn’t happy with the way she looked 
or felt. She started paying closer attention to 
her meals, but then she also stepped out of her 
comfort zone and into the exercise arena in a 
bold way. 

After participating in just one ‘Shaun T’ class 
(who is famous for his BeachBody videos), she 
fell in love with it. 

“Then there was a Shaun T training class in 
Lincoln, so I decided to go. All by myself.”

It wasn’t just a follow-along-with-Shaun-T 

kind of experience... Wortman says she had to 
learn the various moves that day, get instruction 
on how to teach the classes, take a written test, 
then split up into groups to practice.

“And then we actually had to take turns 
teaching the class to small groups,” Wortman 
said.

In the end, she became certifi ed to teach 
“Insanity,”  so when she returned to Creighton, 
she started advertising her class.

Monica Morrill said she started attending 
Jen’s “Insanity” class almost 3 years ago after 
several participants told her it was an excellent 
workout and also fun.

“Jen works hard at trying to schedule classes 
to accommodate everyone.” Morrill said. 

Wortman now teaches 13 classes (per week) 
in the morning and afternoons, sometimes two 
in a row, which she admits can be a little trying 
at times. But then again, she can’t imagine 
a diff erent lifestyle, as she appreciates the 
benefi ts. 

“Working out in a group is easier and more 
fun. It helps keep you motivated,” said Morrill.

Jen is married to Greg Wortman, and they 
have 3 kids: Brady (21), Caden (18), and Cassidy 
(15). 

- Continued From Page  1

Calendar Changes
- Continued From Page  1

As Principal Nilson pointed out, 
“We’re always looking for ways to 
help students, especially if they’re 
struggling.”

Superintendent Thompsen also 
off ered the Board his evaluation 
of Ryon Nilson’s performance 
as principal, noting that Nilson 
had reached the six goals they 
had discussed and reviewed 
together. Upon Thompsen’s 
recommendation, and supported 
unanimously by the Board, Nilson 
will receive a 3% raise in pay.  

Thompsen also reported that 
he had received 13 applications 
for the open P.E. position. “We 
have several good candidates,” 
Thompsen said.  He expects to 
narrow the fi eld down to 3 or 4 and 

begin interviews soon.

Nilson also explained that 
security systems were in place, 
thanks to funding support from the 
Cooper Foundation, the Booster 
Club, and the school, in order to 
provide community access to the 
building. Patrons can get a fob, 
which provides keyless entry to 
the facility, which gains them 
entrance to the multi-purpose 
room for things like exercise 
sessions, meetings, etc.  The cost 
for “renting” the fob is $50 (plus an 
initial cost of $25 for set-up fees) 
and requires some paperwork to 
be fi lled out in advance. That gives 
the person access from August 1 to 
July 31.  And for security purposes, 
the cameras also record the person 
entering and using the building.  

Guilty Plea
- Continued From Page  1
mother upon returning to 
Yankton.  On Nov.r 4, 2018, at 
approximately 10 p.m., Hunhoff  
left her mother’s residence, alone, 
to drive home to Yankton.  She did 
not call her mother as she did not 
make it home.  Having not heard 
from her daughter, her mother 
began repeatedly calling her phone 
to determine her whereabouts.  All 
calls were unanswered.

James and other men were 
near Hunhoff ’s mother’s residence 
as she was leaving.  James 
and another man encountered 
Hunhoff  outside of the residence 
and got into her car with her 
inside. James, Hunhoff , and 
another man traveled to Norfolk, 
arriving at about 11:00 p.m. When 
they arrived in Norfolk, James 
remained in the vehicle, and the 
other man left the vehicle.  James 
drove Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle, 
with her inside, to the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska. 

During the early morning hours 
of November 5, 2018, while on the 
Santee Sioux Indian Reservation, 
James killed Phyllis Hunhoff .  
He stabbed her with a knife and 
strangled her.  She died in her 
vehicle as a result of the bleeding 
and strangulation.  James drove 
Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle to a 
gas station on the Santee Sioux 
Indian Reservation.  Video from 

the gas station showed James 
putting gasoline into her vehicle 
and driving away.  Later, James 
returned in the same vehicle to the 
gas station and pumped gasoline 
into a soda bottle.  James put the 
bottle containing the gasoline into 
the vehicle.  He then drove to a 
wooded location on the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska, where he set 
fi re to Hunhoff ’s body and her 
vehicle to conceal evidence of the 
murder.  He abandoned the body 
and vehicle and left the area.

Law enforcement offi  cers 
investigated the murder and 
obtained evidence, including 
surveillance footage of James at 
the gas station during the early 
morning hours of November 5, 
2018.  Santee Police recovered 
the shirt James was wearing when 
he killed Phyllis Hunhoff  from a 
trash receptacle.  Her DNA was on 
James’ shirt.  James’s DNA was 
on clothing Phyllis Hunhoff  was 
wearing when he killed her. 

United States Attorney Joe Kelly 
expressed his appreciation for the 
hard work and cooperation of 
multiple law enforcement agencies 
in both Nebraska and South 
Dakota.  “The quick and thorough 
work of these agencies, coupled 
thereafter with the acquisition 
of digital evidence, resulted in 
holding James accountable for 
this horrifi c crime and tragic loss 
for the Hunhoff  family,” Kelly said.

FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Kristi Johnson added, “The FBI’s 
partnership with the Santee Sioux 
Nation Tribal Police, Knox County 
Sheriff , and Nebraska State 
Patrol were vital to the success 
of this investigation. So long as 
our Native American partners 
face terrible crimes like this on 
reservation land, the FBI stands 
ready to work alongside them as 
we together seek justice for all.”

The case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Nebraska State Patrol, Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Santee 
Sioux Nation Tribal Police, 
Yankton County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
Yankton Police Department 
(South Dakota), Norfolk Police 
Department, the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center, the 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal, and 
the Lincoln Police Department.
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Buck-out Bull Riding
Knox County Rodeo 
Association brings you to 
Bloomfi eld Buck-out Bull 
Riding at the Harm & Tulleys 
Event Center Bloomfi eld 
February 29. Gates open at 
5 pm and the event begins at 
6:00pm. $10 admission 5 and 
under free. Prairie Thunder 
Band by The Bloomfi eld Fire 
Department at the American 
Legion Post Pavilion 9 p.m. to 
midnight. $10.00 at the door. 

Legals in this issue
• Liquor Licenses
• Estates
• Organizations
• Knox County
• Bloomfi eld School
• City of Creighton
• NPPD

Turn to 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather
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Creighton NewsThe

Noah's Ark workshop 
The Noah’s Ark Build 
Workshop will be Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
the Creighton Public Library. 
The cost is $15. Prepayment 
is due by January 10. 

Preschool  
Creighton Public School 
Preschool is currently taking 
registrations for the upcoming
2020-2021 school year. 
Please register your child by 
calling Creighton Elementary 
at 358-5001 By January 31. 

Humanities Nebraska
St. Ludger Social Hall in 
Creighton is hosting a soup 
luncheon Sunday, January 26, 
11 a.m.-1p.m. It will be a free-
will offering. A silent auction 
and Scholastic Book fair will 
also be held.

BLOOMFIELD

- Please see DRONE, page 2

- Please see MOSER,  page 2

Moser teaches students to 'solve for tomorrow'
Creighton grad captures 4th straight title

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

“Too often we give our children answers to 
remember, rather than problems to solve.”

That may be the opinion of some critics of the 
modern-day educational system, but it certainly 
isn’t the teaching philosophy of Brett Moser, science 
teacher at Gering High School in Nebraska, and a 
2009 graduate of Creighton High School.

Moser perpetually strives to help students solve 
“real-world” problems, and his eff orts are paying off , in 
more ways than one. Because of the work that Moser, 
his colleague Justin Reinmuth, and their students 
have done in the classroom, Gering High School was 
named a Nebraska State Winner in Samsung’s “Solve 
for Tomorrow” contest. Again.

This marks the fourth year in a row that Gering has 
been a state winner in the nationwide contest. 

 "Samsung started Solve for Tomorrow 10 years 

ago, and over those 10 years, the most winning school 
in the country out of 20,000 entries is Gering High 
School. They have won three consecutive state titles, 
making two national fi nals appearances, and won 
the national competition in 2017,” is what Dr. David 
Steel, Samsung’s Executive Vice President, stated in a 
video produced to highlight their program.

The Samsung contest specifi cally rewards 
students and their instructors who use STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
knowledge to benefi t their community — locally, 
statewide, even globally, and to have a positive impact 
on the world. 

For Moser, this “partnership” with Samsung 
became most relevant to his physics class last year, 
when they designed a wheelchair that could be 
controlled by eye movement. After coming up with 
the idea, the team researched, found and purchased Brett Moser, teacher at Gering High School, works with his Physics students 

on an award-winning water transportation project.

We are proud to be your local printer!

Flyer believes most drone sightings just copycats

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Dorothy Greckel is content 
listening to her family share stories 
of her life and chuckling along with 
them.

Despite turning 102 on Monday, 
the Bloomfi eld woman remains sharp 
enough to tell the stories herself, but 
instead she likes to listen and laugh.

“A lot of things have changed,” 
Greckel said as she reminisced the 
last century. “We milked cows and 
separated (the milk). We raised 
chickens. They don’t do that anymore. 
The little things have changed.”

At Bloomfi eld’s Good Samaritan 
Center on Sunday, Dorothy was 
joined by her two sons, their wifes, 
and her only grandson and his wife to 
celebrate her milestone birthday. At 
least it was a milestone to everyone 
but Dorothy. 

“Birthdays are just days to me. 
Time went fast,” she said.

Dorothy was one of seven children 
– six girls and one boy — born to 
Henry and Anna Ehlers two miles 
north and one mile east of Bloomfi eld.

She attended Pleasant Hill, a one-
room schoolhouse with 60 other 
children because “the farm families 
had lots of kids. Dorothy said she 
went to school from kindergarten 
until eighth grade but then had to 
stay home and work — and dance.

Dorothy said she loves to waltz and 
polka and even took a stroll on the 
dance fl oor the weekend before her 
big birthday as they celebrated her 
grandson, Shane’s wedding. Since 
she started at 12, Dorothy said she’s 
been dancing for 90 years.

“Our folks like to dance, and they 
took us,” she remembered. “We had 
to learn or otherwise stay home, so 
we danced.”

Dorothy doesn’t mince words 
when it comes to the secret to a long 
life. “Keep your mind to yourself and 
keep on working,” she said.

Her long life, she said, is because 
she’s never stopped. Although 
Dorothy moved into the nursing 
home in August, she had lived by 
herself up to that point – up to age 
101.

“We didn’t let her get old,” said her 
daughter-in-law Jolene. “We never 
thought of her as old or treated her 
as old.”

Up until an accident over the 
summer, Dorothy lived alone, cooked 
and cleaned, raked her “pesky leaves” 
and pulled dandelions while on all 
fours. She also still canned.

“She never drank or smoked,” said 
her son, Lonnie, when asked about 
her longevity.

But Dorothy had a secret from her 

102-year-old shares
secrets to long life

Dorothy Greckel 
celebrated her 
102nd birthday 
a day early. The 
Bloomfi eld woman 
turned 102 on 
Monday and 
enjoyed Sunday 
with (from left) 
Connie and Harlan 
Greckel, Lonnie 
and Jolene Greckel 
and Shane and 
Kate Greckel.
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By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

With reports of mysterious drones being 
seen across Nebraska and Colorado the last 
several weeks, everyone seems to have a theory 
as to what they are or why they're fl ying. 

Shane Greckel of Bloomfi eld is a hobby drone 
user and on Thursday morning demonstrated a 
drone fl ying at heights of 50 to 400 feet, which 
is the maximum fl ight altitude allowed by the 
FAA.

"The whole point of the exercise was to 
demonstrate a couple of things," he said, which 

included the heat, sun exposure and everything 
that may aff ect how one perceives things in the 
air.

"The drone we tested today had two strobe 
lights on it. These strobe lights basically were 
merged into one after we got up over 100 feet," 
he said. 

The demonstration, which was with a 
quadcopter drone, showed that at 100 feet the 
drone was inaudible. By the time it reached 
400 feet, not only was the drone inaudible 
but it actually resembled a much higher-fl ying 

commercial plane.
Reports of mysterious drones indictated 

that six to 10 drones have been seen shortly 
after dusk, fl ying in a grid-like pattern with six 
foot wingspans. The reported objects were said 
to have running lights, although none of the 
reports have been substantiated at this time. 

The FAA has said the objects seen don’t 
appear to be military drones or licensed drones 
belonging to any known company, which has 
lead to various conspiracies. Greckel said it’s 

Sunday
  High 16
  Low: 2
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 15
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: 3
  Precip: 0%

WAUSA
Soup supper planned
Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Wausa's Men and Boys 
will host an oyster stew/chili 
supper on January 25, 7 p.m. 

- Please see SECRETS, page 2

10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property
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TeamMates

400+/- Acres, Devils Nest Development,
Knox County - Can be divided

160.5 Acres, all grass unit,
development potential, Knox County, NE

70.02+/- Acres, recreational unit,
within Devils Nest, Knox County, NE

25.94 Acres, rec paradise, located just minutes from the 
Missouri River, excellent views, Dixon County, NE
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To assist them in their recruiting, planning, 
and fundraising eff orts, they recruited board 
members Linda Asher, Ron Sukup, Tray Van 
Metre, Annie Doerr, Steve Mattern, Kari 
Nilson, Christa Eggers, Russ Diedrichsen, and 
Jan Strope.   

Bloomfi eld’s program was introduced in 
2016 and has never looked back.  Under the 
guidance of their board members  Travis 
Mlady, Jason Hefner, Amy Eisenhauer, Shane 
Alexander, Jerry Nip, Pastor Bobby, and 
Lyndsy Jeness, they have opened the school’s 
doors to give mentees/mentors full use of their 
facilities.  

According to one of the parents in 
Bloomfi eld, Ashley Doerr, she sees abundant 
advantages.  For many kids, it helps improve 
their grades and attendance.  And since 
mentees and mentors are required to fi ll out 
forms indicating their strengths, weaknesses, 
interestests, the board does a remarkable job of 
matching students with adults.

Doerr says that she has nothing but positive 
things to say about her daughter’s relationship 

with her mentor.
As a parent, “I love that my daughter has 

a positive outlet that is someone other than 
family. I would defi nitely recommend the 
program to all kids and adults. I feel kids need 
someone to look up to in their lives that are not 
their parents.”

Both chapters are always recruiting new 
mentors, as they want to make sure every 
student who is interested in participating gets 
assigned a mentor.  

Baldwin states that “any student can sign 
up.  They don’t have to be ‘at-risk’ students, 
which I think once was the stigma of mentoring 
programs.  All that is required is a student 
who is interested, and a parent or guardian’s 
permission.”

However, to protect the students, there are 
stringent guidelines.

Each mentor must apply online, provide two 
references, be accepted, pass a background 
check, and agree to at least a three-year 
commitment before being matched with a 
student who has signed up to participate. 
Furthermore, all interaction between the 
mentor and mentee is limited to the school 

campus.
The program is intended to be student-

centered, so mentors are encouraged to ask 
students how they would prefer to spend their 
time together.  

“We do try to consider hobbies and interests. 
But mostly, we match each student with a 
responsible, adult friend.  The adults don’t have 
to teach or tutor or counsel anyone.  They just 
have to show up and spend some quality time,” 
Baldwin said. 

“We do have one pair who share an interest 
in music, so they spend their time together 
writing songs.  Another mentor used his time 
to help a student who wanted to learn more 
about woodworking to make gifts for family 
members,” Baldwin said.

Some, however, prefer to just hand out and 
visit. What both chapter participants have 
reported is that these card-playing, chess-
playing, hoop-shooting, piano-playing, or 
simply conversational moments all have a 
positive impact on both the students and the 
adults.

“It really is a two-way street,” Baldwin said.

- Continued From Page  1

Stock Show
But for LayciJo’s fans who 

were watching – her aunt and 
uncle, Carol and Rod Triplett; her 
parents, Karlyn and John, Jr.; and 
her brother Jorgan, it was sheer 
pride to watch LayciJo wrangle her 
calf into her possession by cradling 
its head with expertise, and to hear 
LayciJo’s name announced as the 
fi rst one in the group to haul in a 
calf, in approximately 20 seconds.

“The calf's head was right in my 
arms, and I just lifted it up off  its 
front feet, grabbed the halter out 
from my belt, put it on, and just 
drug it back to the pen.”

And to be sure that Grandma 
Nancy and Grandpa John Condon 
didn’t miss any of the action, Carol 
was live-streaming it on her cell 
phone for them to see.

“It was great fun to watch, but 
I’m also just really happy for her. It 
was such an awesome opportunity 
for her to see  some of the fi nest 
cattle and showmen in the country 

at this huge stock show. You know 
they see this, and they get to see all 
the possibilities of what the cattle 
industry is about; it gets in their 
blood,” said Carol Triplett, her 
aunt.

Catching the calf was indeed 
more than entertainment. It 
earned LayciJo the opportunity to 
bring home and raise a show calf 
from the Stock Show, then return 
a year later to show it there, and 
compete for the prestigious title 
of champion or reserve champion, 
which will then be auctioned off .

The calf she caught, roped, and 
drug into the pen at the rodeo is 
not the one that she will bring 
home to raise.  

“They use only rodeo-stock 
calves for that event. So we will 
go back in May, and then I will get 
to choose from one of the show-
stock, a higher-quality breed, to 
bring home and raise.”

Although LayciJo has four years 
of experience with raising and 
showing calves, she anticipates 

this will be more stringent about 
documenting the process. 

“I know that I have to report 
back to them every month to 
update how the calf is doing, and 
will likely have to include what I’m 
feeding the calf, any medicine I 
have to give it, that kind of stuff .”

LayciJo says that she learned 
about the program through 4-H, 
so she consulted her dad’s help in 
fi lling out an online application, 
which required her to explain what 
she would be able to provide for 
the animal’s housing, its care, as 
well as her experience in raising 
calves.

In addition to participating in 
the catch-a-calf contest, LayciJo 
said she also enjoyed seeing 
the expensive breeds that the 
commercial owners bring to the 
event from all over the United 
States, and to see the diff erent 
ways that other showmen present 
their livestock for show, like how 
they clip, groom, and blow dry the 
hide in diff erent ways than what 

she normally sees.
Both LayciJo and her mom 

added that visiting the booths 
of thousands of vendors--most 
selling products with a country-
western theme--added to the 
enjoyment of the trip as well.

My body handles the Daylight 
Saving Time change fairly well. 
I don’t require a lot of sleep, so 
jumping ahead or falling behind 
an hour means very little change 
for me. But for my family? Oh, 
they all need more sleep, and the 
week after the time change is not 
pleasant. 

Being a farmer’s daughter, I 
thought as a child that Daylight 
Saving Time was meant to give 
farmers extra time outside during 
the summer months. Of course, I 
learned in school that it was really 
meant to reduce electricity usage. 

While many countries around 
the world observe Daylight Saving 
Time, not every state in the U.S. 
does, including Hawaii and part of 
Arizona.

Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
has introduced a bill in the state 
legislature to end Daylight Saving 
Time, which has been met with a 
lot of support by the public because 
so many people despise the time 
change twice a year.  Eliminating 
it is good only in theory — unless 
other states follow suit. 

If you make a quick trip to 
Yankton or Sioux City, there 
would be a time change when they 
observe Daylight Saving Time. One 
could argue that people who live in 
Western Nebraska deal with a time 
change on a daily basis between 
Mountain and Central time. They 
make do, and so could the rest of 
Nebraska. 

But do we really want to be the 
odd one? Do we want to make 
things more diffi  cult? Personally, 

I’d rather it was a federal change 
with every state ending Daylight 
Saving Time. That would simplify 
things. 

The question then becomes if 
Nebraska passes the bill, would 
that encourage other states to 
do the same? Arizona made the 
change about 40 years ago, so I 
doubt Nebraska would impact 
many other state’s opinions any 
quicker.

We polled ACN Facebook users 
over the weekend to gain insight on 
local opinion on ending the time 
change. There were 160 people in 
favor of it and just 21 against.

I can’t disagree with the popular 
opinion that it would be nice to 
keep the time the same all year 
long. But unless it’s a national 
change, I see it being a longterm 
issue rather a week of frustration 
as one’s body adjusts. 

Sen. Briese, I like what you are 
trying to do, but go big or go home 
on this one. Either talk to Sen. Deb 
Fischer or leave it alone. 

Go big or go home with
Daylight Saving Time

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 14 24 12 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 10 6 0 
Thursday,  Jan. 16 20 -8 3.5 in snow 
Friday,  Jan. 17 27 6 1 in snow  
Saturday,  Jan. 18 18 3 0  
Sunday, Jan. 19 7 -7 0 
Monday,  Jan. 20 10 -5 0 

WEATHER REPORT

Public may rent hunting equipment at UNL
Hunting equipment now is available 

for rent by the public at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s Outdoor Adventure 
Center.

Rental has been off ered to the university’s 
students for about a year, and recently 
expanded to allow the public to rent the 
equipment, too.

Micaela Rahe, R3 (Recruitment, 
Retention and Reactivation) coordinator 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, said this is the fi rst program of 
its kind in the state. “There are hunting gear 

rental programs for the public in other states, 
but until now nothing in Nebraska. We’re 
really excited about this.”

The available gear is a pop-up blind, 
layout blind, duck decoy set of 14 birds, and 
jake/hen turkey decoy combination. Each is 
individually available to the public for $6/
day, $12/three days or $16/week.

The equipment is available through a grant 
partnership between NWTF and the Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund.

The primary purpose of the rental program 
is to allow new hunters to give hunting a try 
without the need to purchase a lot of gear 

right away, Rahe said.
“You can try hunting here for a minimal 

cost and decide if that’s something you want 
to invest in,” she said.

To pick up equipment, hunters must visit 
the Outdoor Adventure Center in person. 
Reservations may be made over the phone for 
three-day or seven-day rentals.

The facility is located at 930 N. 14th St. 
in Lincoln and is open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on 
weekends. For more information or to make 
reservations, call the facility at 402-472-4777.

Sonnichsen said. “You could 
actually unzip them, get water in 
them, and they would stay afloat.” 

The training, of course, is to 
prepare the firemen for real-life 
situations. Sonnichsen said they’ve 
used the suits twice already--once 
to rescue someone whose vehicle 
left the road and ended up semi-
submerged in a local farm pond. 

Last year, the Niobrara 
Department received a rescue call 
about someone who had tried to 
drive through a flooded roadway, 
and whose vehicle got swept 
away. Fortunately, no one was 
in extreme danger, so the suits 
weren’t needed. “But the flooding 
was kind of a wake-up call that 
we potentially may need to use 
them,” according to Shane Hrbek, 
Niobrara fireman.

Creighton has practiced the 
rescue protocol several times 
before, so this time, they invited 
Niobrara’s firemen over so they 
could train, too.

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
and to be honest, I was probably 
a little nervous, especially about 
getting in the water. I’m not a big 
fan of water, so that’s something 
that was a little out of my comfort 
zone at first,,” said Hrbek.

Seeing that the ropes attached 
to him weren’t secured to anything 
permanent on land, raised his 
anxiety a little. The ropes were 

held only by the grips of the men 
on land; however, Hrbek was 
quick to add, “I completely trusted 
them.”

Hrbek said he and the others 
from Niobrara were all observers 
at first, as they needed to know the 
details, like how to securely latch 
the ropes onto their carabiners 
(metal loops with a spring-loaded 
latches) before venturing onto the 
ice and into the water; then, how 
to use the rope to drag the victim 
to safety.

“It was a little more complicated 
than it looked at first--figuring out 
how to fasten the rope correctly 
to the victim in the water,” Hrbek 
said. However, Creighton fireman 
Sam Davidson entered into the 
water with Hrbek to assist and 
demonstrate. After that, Hrbek 
said it became much easier to do all 
the necessary steps himself. David 
Johnson was the other Niobrara 
fireman who wore one of the suits 
and entered in the water. 

Sonnichsen emphasized that 
there are other factors that are 
important in such an intense 
emergency situation as well, like 
how quickly firemen can get the 
suits on, and using hand signals 
to communicate certain steps, so 
there isn’t a lot of yelling. 

“It’s important to keep the 
victim calm and focused, so we 
practice ways to do that as well,” 
he said.

If the ice around the hole is 

jagged, a special sled is helpful 
in extracting the victim, so they 
practice attaching the sled to the 
person in the water. 

During previous training 
sessions, some of Creighton’s 
own firemen have volunteered 
to be the “victim” in the frigid 
water. However, they wear the 
special waterproof suit to protect 
themselves. 

“Last year when we practiced 
this same drill, the ice (on Cory 
Horstmann’s pond) wasn’t as 
thick, so it was cracking as they 
went. But that’s usually when 
people fall in, when the ice is too 
thin to support them.”

However, crackling ice is no 
deterrent to the rescuers; in fact, if 
the ice breaks away as they go, they 
will swim to the victim, using the 
buoyancy of the suit. If there’s no 
ice, and it’s a flood water situation, 
the fire department relies on having 
quick access to flat-bottom boats, 
which several local citizens have 
ready to go in those situations.

Creighton has a team of six 
firefighters who went through the 
initial training in South Dakota and 
who are now certified. Those six 
-- Garrett Carpenter, Randy Ebel, 
Phil Ebel, Sam Davidson, Chad 
Horstmann, and Sonnichsen--
are the “traveling team,” should 
other towns need assistance 
with a rescue. However, several 
other volunteer firemen have 
participated in the on-site local 

training, so they are prepared, if 
needed.

The evening of this particular 
drill, 19 Creighton firemen 
volunteered to show up for it, as 
did 8 EMTS. “The EMTs respond 
with us to all of our calls, so it is 
important for them to be prepared 
and involved, as well,” Sonnichsen 
said.

Others from Niobrara who 
were there to be trained included 
Jacob Johnson, Nate Sandoz, Ron 
Atkins, and Steve Hrbek.

Niobrara hopes to go through 
additional training, as well as 
add more gear, which includes 
the specialized ropes (that don’t 
deteriorate after being exposed to 
water).  

“I intend to go back to our 
next meeting and tell them what 
a great experience we had during 
training in Creighton,” Hrbek said. 
“Once we tell them how effective 
the training is, that there’s no 
pressure, I'm sure they’ll be eager 
to do it, too.”

The hours that firemen and 
EMTs spend in training and 
executing extra drills are all 
volunteer efforts. No one is 
compensated for their work or 
their willingness to help others 
in these (and other) dangerous 
situations.

“Ultimately, you hope that you 
never need to use any of this, but 
it's best to be prepared for every 
situation. That’s why we train,” 

step onto the competition mat,” 
Todd said. “It was at Canton, S.D., 
and he happened to be the very 
first wrestler to compete that day, 
becoming the first for our new 
program.”

The program continued to 
grow, especially as Crofton/
Bloomfield saw success. After an 
11-place finish at state in 2018, 
team began rebuilding and didn’t 
qualify anyone in 2019. But this 
year saw three qualifiers and 
several others who just missed 
the mark. 

“Last year we didn’t 
qualify anyone, and we were 
disappointed, but that just fueled 
the fire to keep us going,” Tyson 
Sauser said. “But next year, we 
hopefully will get even more kids 
down here and get to the state 
duals. Just keep pushing.”

That’s something Todd said he 
doesn’t have to do with Tyson. 
He never has to push his son to 
work harder; Tyson has his own 
internal desire. 

“I have to give him credit. He’s 
one of the hardest-working kids 
on the mat,” Todd said. “I’ve never 
had to get him up in the morning 
to go lift and never had to get 
him to practice. He’s honestly 
the hard-working kid I’ve ever 
coached, and I’m not saying that 

as a dad, that’s as a coach.”
But as a father/coach, 

Thursday and Friday were 
grueling for Todd, especially the 
second round of consolations. 
With Tyson wrestling on Mat 10, 
Todd was in the front row of the 
end stands, yelling advice to his 
son and watching every move.

“Wow, the butterflies in my 
stomach,” he said. “It’s different 
when it’s your kid. You just want 
the best for him even that much 
more. When they make it this far, 
it’s awesome. But you do want to 
get at least one win under your 
belt when you get down here. I’ve 
been down here, so I know what it 
feels like.”

Although Todd wrestled in 
Lincoln at the Devaney Center, 
he did know exactly what his 
son was feeling, which Tyson 
admitted was beneficial for him. 
Whenever he has a question, 
Todd has been there to answer 
and help every step of the way. 
But most of all, he offers support 
and encouragement.

“He helps me a lot and answers 
all my questions,” Tyson said. 
“Every day I wake up and want 
to be on the mat. I want to 
get down here and win a state 
championship.”
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social
what she was doing and messages 
started fl ying in. She has friends 
and family who are immuno-
compromised and high risk that 
wanted some. She’s made batches 
for ambulance squads, assisted 
living centers, and a nursing home 
out in Broken Bow. Kathy is not 
only making them for medical 
workers and essential workers, 
but also farmers, who use N95 
masks in the farming business, 
but are no longer available for 
them. As of now, she has made 
over 600 masks. 

Now that she has her routine 
down, she’s making around 25 
masks per hour. She’s tried a 
few diff erent mask types, one-
time use and reusable. She’s 
made some out of HEPA vacuum 
cleaner bags, and found a piece 
of a Filtrete furnace fi lter makes 
a great replaceable fi lter within 
the mask, accessible through a 
pocket on the back side. She’s 
tried plastic covered twist ties and 
pipe cleaners to give the top edge 
the ability to be conformed to your 
nose, but soon found out they rust 
when washed, so she’s found that 
keeping it simple with no wire is 
the best. 

“These are by no means 

suitable, but for many instances, 
they’re better than nothing,” she 
said.

Kathy started out using her 
own stash of fabric, but soon 
remembered about these rolls 
of fabric she had from her late 
mother-in-law Shirley’s rug 
weaving stash. 

“She would be so happy to know 
her long ago purchases are being 
used for an amazing cause,” she 
said. “It is the perfect width to snip 
& rip for quick mask making!” 

The elastic she uses for the ears 
has been an issue. Friends have 
been sending any elastic they fi nd. 

“I may go to making some with 
ties if need be, so we can keep 
them going,” Kathy said. 

She’s had many people ask 
what they can do to help. People 
have been sending money to help 
pay for supplies and shipping, 
as Kathy has been sending them 
as far east as Chicago, to The 
University of Chicago doctors, and 
to her husband Dave’s great aunt 
out in California. Before she sends 
a batch on their way, she says a 
quick prayer over them. 

“I hope they’re not needed,” 
Kathy said. “I really hope they’re 
not needed, but if they do I hope 
they help protect somebody. I’m 
just doing what I can.”

- Continued From Page  1
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• Two bedrooms and two baths per unit
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• Open floor plan
• Two-car attached garage per unit

Offered at $270,000 or $135,000 per unit

careful, taking every precaution to 
make sure each vase was sanitized 
before they were delivered.

“The back of my vehicle smelled 
more like I was delivering Clorox 
wipes than I was fresh fl owers,” 
she joked. “But I trust when the 
residents get them, they will smell 
like fresh fl owers.”

Once the fl oral vases were 
loaded up, Hubert delivered them 
to the outside entrance, where 
someone from the Avera Care 
Centre staff  met him and took the 
fl owers inside the facility to deliver 

to each individual.
“Obviously, we can’t go in, 

so I’m hoping the staff  will take 
and share some pictures of all 
the smiles inside,” Naoma said. 
“That place means a lot to me; it 
always has. I enjoy going out there, 
decorating their tree at Christmas, 
and volunteering in other ways.”

But as Borgmann wanted to 
emphasize, “This isn’t about me. 
This is about them. And even all 
the others who have been aff ected 
by this pandemic — like the people 
who work in the fl oral warehouses. 
They, too, have been laid off . 
Everyone is impacted by this.” 

THEME: COFFEE AND TEA

ACROSS
1. Bookie’s number
5. Parents org.
8. Slang for microwave
11. Time distortion
12. One with biggest share?
13. Like a case of appendicitis, possibly
15. Decanter
16. Knowing about
17. Mister in Madrid
18. *Usually served on ice, 2 words
20. Barber’s sound
21. Accepted truth
22. Took a load off 
23. Artist’s offi  ce
26. Excites passions, 2 words

30. Comic book cry of horror
31. Rude or sarcastic
34. Chips, perhaps
35. Roleplay
37. Chinese “way”
38. Ice fl oaters
39. 100 centavos
40. Merry
42. Table scrap
43. Breastbone
45. *Double shot of espresso
47. Feather’s partner
48. Not here
50. Nickname for Putin?
52. *Revolutionary event
55. *”Tea is the only simple pleasure 
left to us,” he wrote
56. Research facil.

57. Typically used in the fairway
59. Goodbye to amiga
60. Plenty
61. Why not
62. *Black tea, in China
63. Bard’s “before”
64. Pay close attention

DOWN
1. Be in the red
2. Crows’ cousins
3. Actress Barrymore
4. More like rumors
5. ‘70s Ford model
6. Native American emblem
7. Dwarf buff alo
8. Pueblo tribesman
9. On top

10. For each
12. Cosmetic cabinet staple
13. Allegro ____ in music, Italian
14. *____ Perk from “Friends”
19. Exit plus s
22. Eye infection
23. Oozes
24. Article of faith
25. Romanov’s edict
26. *A ____ of tea, in U.K.
27. Prowl around
28. Embryo cradles
29. Green pasta sauce
32. One on the list
33. Faux one
36. *Equal parts espresso and warm 
milk
38. Fauna’s partner

40. Hudson’s Bay Company original 
ware
41. Experts
44. Nose channels
46. Kick the bucket
48. Between countertenor and baritone
49. Make this, not waste
50. Aff ected by the moon
51. Went down a slippery slope
52. Kitchen fl ooring choice
53. Tried follower
54. Bygone era
55. *The Revolutionary one followed 
#52 Across
58. The Simpsons’s neighbor

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, March 24 61 38 0 
Wednesday, March 25 58 38 0 
Thursday,  March 26 45 32 0
Friday,  March 27 46 37 .20
Saturday,  March 28 44 40 1.03  
Sunday, March 29 59 30 0 
Monday,  March 30 61 30 .02 

WEATHER REPORT

take place. For Gary Hughes’ virtual birthday 
party, the girls wanted to plan some type of 
personal interaction, but knew that “Facetime” 
wouldn’t work because not everyone had 
iPhones, (and that’s an Apple app). So the girls 
decided to use Facebook Live to plot the surprise 
and get them all to join in simultaneously. 
However, they discovered that there were a few 
glitches in that platform.

“We used the video function in Facebook 
Messenger, but it was really lagging so it made 
for some awkward conversation,” said Jessie 
Hinkel, Gary and Julie’s oldest daughter.

So they decided for their next “family 
gathering,” they would fi nd a better alternative. 
Jessie’s husband, Matt, is a digital media 
specialist in one of the Grand Island schools. 
So he introduced them to the popular app that 
many teachers and businesses are now using: 
Zoom. This platform allows everyone who is 
present to be seen on the monitor’s screen 
at the same time, and to see and talk with 
everyone there. 

“We have a group family chat that we usually 
use to stay in touch...sharing messages, photos, 
videos...with us all living apart. But video chats 
are new for us. Zoom is also easier for the whole 
family to gather around a computer/laptop 
than it is a phone,” Jessie said. 

According to Jessie, it is easy as long as one 

person is techy to set it up; others can easily 
join without having too much prior know-how. 
So with that in mind, they planned their next 
social gathering to help the younger kids not 
feel isolated “and give us all something other 
than coronavirus to talk about.”

Julie added: “We knew that it wouldn’t be as 
fun if the adults just got together and chatted; 
we needed something to engage the children, 
too.” (The Hughes’ have 7 grandchildren, 
ranging in age from 4 months to 11 years.)  So 
they planned a simple “show and tell” event, via 
Zoom.  

When everyone was logged in, their screen 
looked a little like the opening scene of the 
Brady Bunch, with each person in their own 
box.

The rules were simple — one person at a time 
got to present whatever they brought along to 
the event, and talk briefl y about it.

“The kids were excited about it. They said, 
‘Papa, you have to go fi rst. You’re the oldest!’” 

So he did, Julie said. “Toby brought a trophy 
— an old one that he had won in an ice-fi shing 
tournament once.”

Jessie said from there, they took turns, with 
each house having one person go and then just 
circle around.  

“It's neat to be able to connect with each other. 
We ask questions, we share, and we laugh. It 
gives us something to put on the schedule and 

look forward to,” Jessie commented.  
Although the video conferencing was new to 

them, keeping in touch via texting and group 
chats is not. The Hughes’ use an app called 
“Viber,” to stay in touch, as it allows each of  
their phones — whether iPhones or Androids — 
yo easily share and view videos.  

So, even if they aren’t going live through 
Zoom, they are trying to use technology to stay 
in touch in creative ways during this pandemic. 

“The other day, Jessie had the kids make 
an obstacle course on their front driveway 
(with sidewalk chalk) and around some trees, 
etc. in their yard. She posted a video of the 
kids running around, following its path. She 
shared the video with us through Viber, then 
challenged us each to come up with a better one 
and share it,” Julie said.

Julie said she didn’t create an obstacle 
course, but she did record a video of “Papa” 
feeding the neighbor’s longhorn cattle, “and 
watching him run when the cattle decided they 
wanted the grain in his bucket — immediately 
— and chased him over the fence.”  

Not all of their future videos will involve 
adventure (or risk). For the immediate future, 
they hope to expand on the idea that they 
started with the Show and Tell via Zoom. 

“We talked about doing a theme for coming 
weeks, like maybe a color, or starts with, or 
something you've made,” said Jessie. 
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CREIGHTON BUSINESS DIRECTORY

A Special Place

FULL LINE FLORIST 
DELIVERY TO SURROUNDING AREAS
www.aspecialplacecreighton.com

Ph: (402) 358-3888

Renate's
t h i r f t   s hop

607 Main St
Creighton, NE
(402) 358-3638

KEVIN & LANI BALLER
 PEYTON AVE • CREIGHTON

402-358-3442

CREIGHTON locker606 Main St. • Creighton
402.358.5144

midwestbank.com

Midwest    
Bank

402-358-3588
www.burnslumberco.com

BULLDOG’S
S P O R T S  B A RS P O R T S  B A R

812 Main St,  
(402) 358-3200

812 Main St,  
(402) 358-3200

Happy Hour 5-6:30 pm
Beers $2.25, Premium Mixes $3, 

Well Mix $2.75,
16 oz Aluminum $3 

 Thad Hazen

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

Doyle and 
LaDonna Hazen 

C R E I G H T O N , N E

School: Creighton High School 
Age: 18
Parents: Doyle and LaDonna Hazen
Family: Clarisa, Connor, Garrison, 
and Zac
School Activities: Football, 
Wrestling, FFA, Track, and Youth 
Group 
Hobbies/Interests: Hunting, 
Fishing, Trapping 

Greatest Challenge: Not having a 
senior year 
Plans After Graduation: Attend 
Northeast Community College for 
Utility Line
Goals for the future: Get a college 
degree, get married and build a 
house 
Best Memory in High School:
Winning state football 

Kayla Pieper

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

TC COMPLETE 
Auto Repair

C R E I G H T O N , N E
4 0 2 . 3 5 8 . 3 5 6 7

School: Creighton High School 
Age: 18
Parents: Tim and Christine Milne
Family: Alyissa, Summer, Mason, 
Jayden
School Activities: FCCLA, HOSA, Varsity 
Choir
Hobbies/Interests: Camping at the 
river
Greatest Challenge: passing college 
algebra 

Plans After Graduation: Attend 
University of Nebraska at Omaha and 
major in nursing 
Goals for the future: Work at a 
children’s hospital and then start a 
family 
Best Memory in High School: all the 
fun times cooking with the seniors in 
Mrs. Nelson’s class 

Freshman proves he possesses 
knowledge of medical laws

The family of Dorothy Van 
Brocklin is requesting a card 
shower in honor of her 86th 
birthday on April 11, 2020. 

Please help us brighten her 
day by sending a well wish 
and/or memory in honor of 
her birthday. Cards may be 

sent to:
52118 873 Road

Creighton, NE 68729

by TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

At a time when medical person-
nel are on the front lines waging the 
battles with covid-19, it may be re-
assuring to know that Creighton’s 
students who are interested in  pur-
suing careers in the medical fi eld 
have not let this crisis deter their 
aspirations.

 One of those, Matthew John-
son, a freshman at CHS, recently 
earned 1st place in a competition 
sponsored by HOSA, which stands 
for Health Occupations Students of 
America. His fi rst place fi nish was 
in medical law and ethics, which 
also qualifi es him for the Interna-
tional Leadership Conference com-
petition.  

Samantha Crockett, a junior, 
also placed in the top fi ve, earning 
4th place in pharmacology.  She 
qualifi ed as an alternate for the In-
ternational Leadership Conference 
competition.

 Johnson, Crockett, and sever-
al other students from Creighton 
belong to the national HOSA or-
ganization, which hosts a conven-
tion every year where students get 
the chance to compete in diff erent 
medical career-related areas. 

 Unfortunately, this year, the 
coronavirus pandemic made it im-
possible to hold the convention, ac-
cording to sponsor Janice Nelson. 

 She added that students have 
missed out on other opportuni-
ties as well. Last year, the fl ood in 
March kept contestants home, and 
throughout this year, some bliz-
zards kept them from participating 
in other events.

 So this year, the state advisor 
decided to try something diff erent 
to determine the state and inter-
national winners for some of the 
competitions which would have 
taken place at the UNMC campus in 
Omaha. 

 “We were very grateful that the 
state adviser was able to utilize the 
online testing scores to honor some 
of our students,” said Janice Nel-
son, Creighton’s HOSA advisor.

 She acknowledged that not ev-
ery student’s score could be mea-
sured in that way though. 

“We also had a HOSA knowl-
edge bowl team that was preparing 
to compete, a public speaker, and a 
Community Health presentation,” 
Nelson said. 

The others who earned a place 
included Jace Hoferer, a junior, who 

ended up 7th in behavioral health; 
Katharina Rice, a junior, earned 7th 
in dental terminology; and Kendyll 
Tiedtke, a junior earned 9th place 
in pathophysiology. 

 “I am so proud of all 13 students 
who chose to participate and were 
preparing to compete,” said Janice 
Nelson, Creighton’s HOSA advisor.

 Others who tested or were pre-
paring for state competition were:

Cyndee Coutts, Jessica Stevens, 
Maycee Zimmerer, Averi Died-
richsen, Grace Van Metre, Bryna 
Fanta, Anna Tyler, and Olivia Dart-
man

 According to Nelson, Creighton 
High School also off ers academic 
courses that pair well with HO-
SA’s mission -- to give students an 
opportunity to explore Health Ca-
reers. 

 One of those classes includes 
Intro to Health Careers, taught by 
Nelson; and CNA, taught by Mrs. 
Kim Vogt. Students earn 3 hours 
college credit through NECC for 
this course. At the end of the class, 
those students can also take the test 
to become certifi ed nursing assis-
tants.

Students interested in pursuing 
medical careers are also encour-
aged to take the Medical Termi-
nology course, taught by Mr. Chase 
Maier, and any of the higher-level 
math and science classes.

Creighton HOSA also teams 
up with Creighton FCCLA to help 
sponsor the Red Cross blood drive 
every December, helping to call do-
nors, provide escorts, greeting and 
enrolling donors, and serve food 
and beverages.  

 “The last few years we have also 
helped Avera Creighton Care Center 
staff  clean out and ready Elizabeth’s 
Garden for the spring and summer 
season for our community service 
project,” Nelson said.

M E E T  T H E  C R E I G H T O NM E E T  T H E  C R E I G H T O NCreighton teacher explores new ways
to keep students engaged while home

COURTESY PHOTO 
Above, Hannah Zimmerer, 4th-6th grade teacher at Creighton Elementary 
School, is ‘out in the wild,’ getting ready to shoot a creative video for her 
students about stalking and fi nding grammar errors.

Caden Wortman
S P O N S O R E D  B Y

GRAGERT’S
GROCERY

C R E I G H T O N , N E
4 0 2 . 3 5 8 . 3 7 7 2

School: Creighton High School 
Age: 18
Parents: Jennifer and Greg Wortman
Family: Brody and Casidy
School Activities: FFA, Football, and 
Track
Hobbies/Interests: Lifting, Playing 
sports, Spending time with friends 
and family

Greatest Challenge: Having fun 
without getting in trouble 
Plans After Graduation: Wayne 
State College to get a Masters 
Degree in Accounting  
Goals for the future: Graduate 
college and get a good job
Best Memory in High School: Mrs. 
Borgmann’s Advanced Comp. Class 

Manion’s Drug Store would like to 

 for hard work and dedication 
as pharmacist of Manion’s. 

She will be missed by Manions and the community 
as leading role of pharmacist for the past 8 years.

We wish her the best luck in all her future endeavors.

Thank Stacy Homan

“The world is your class-
room; now get out there and 
play.”  

Hannah Zimmerer

by TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

Kortey Sayers, the technol-
ogy integrationist at Creighton 
Schools, has had an active role in 
preparing both the teachers and 
the students for the e-learning 
that is now taking place. 

“Our teachers have taken a 
tough situation and are success-
fully educating their students!  I 
am so proud of each of them,” 
Sayers said. “Some of them are 
in completely new territory and 
they are excelling.”  

Two weeks prior to the 
school’s closure, Sayers said Mr. 
Nilson instructed teachers to 
keep their lesson plans not only 
up-to-date, but a week ahead.  

Before anyone left the building, 
she helped provide instruction  
to all on using the technology to 
provide lessons as needed.

“Zoom (software that con-
nects individuals face-to-face 
through video) was probably our 
biggest hurdle, but fortunately, 
we were able to meet one week 
prior to the closure to determine 
how to use this tool from the host 
perspective,” Sayers said. 

Sayers said she is seeing so 
many great assignments. “We 
are working to show some of the 
amazing projects students are do-
ing. All of this is possible because 
our parents believe in Creighton 
Community Public Schools and 
desire for their children to con-
tinue to be educated,” she said.

SAYERS PRAISES TEACHERS

CARD SHOWER

by TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

When Creighton teachers left 
the school building on March 
17th, they didn’t know if or when 
they would be returning to their 
classrooms. It has now been two 
weeks, and teachers continue to 
deliver lessons to their students, 
but they only get to see them via a 
computer screen.

However, after just one day 
of not having students in her 
English and reading classroom, 
Hannah Zimmerer decided to 
let her 57 fourth through sixth 
grade students know how much 
she missed them. But she didn’t 
just text them a message or email 
them--she made a video using 
“TikTok,” a popular app that al-
lows the creator to make, edit, 
and share a 1-minute video. 

The app has emerged as the 
most popular platform in the 
country with over 500 million 
users, so the self-created videos 
have the potential to go viral and 
be seen by thousands, if not mil-
lions, of people. However, Zim-
merer didn’t use TikTok to try 
and go viral; she simply wanted 
to reach her kids in a way she 
knew they would relate to. Nev-
ertheless, KTIV television in 
Sioux City did see her video, and 
shared it on their nightly news 
segment to highlight what some 
teachers in the area were doing 
to connect with students while 
classes were suspended.

That particular clip of Zim-
merer featured her in her class-
room, alone and bored. With the 
help of her friend and colleague, 
Jessica Gragert (who fi lmed the 
shots), Zimmerer is shown fi ll-
ing up her water bottle multiple 
times, propping her feet up on 
her desk, looking dejected, and 
even doing a somersault across 
the fl oor in an attempt to enter-
tain herself.  

Zimmerer said she knew the 
app was popular among her stu-
dents, but before this, she didn’t 
know much about it, and even 
wondered why anyone would 
want to watch all the dance videos 

that people post on there.  
“The kids had been begging me 

all year to join TikTok and follow 
their videos.  So when I found out 
we were going to be out of school, 
I told them I’d try it.”  Besides her 
“boredom scenario,” she does tell 
the kids that by making the vid-
eo, she is demonstrating her will-
ingness to learn something new 
during this time, and encourages 
them to do the same. 

Since that fi rst one, Zimmer-
er has posted a TikTok video ev-
ery day for the kids. For those 
who don’t have or don’t want to 
use TikTok, she posts the videos 
to her Facebook page and Goo-
gle classroom as well. And in 
each one, she tries to incorporate 
something from the students’ reg-
ular classroom routine --whether 
it’s a particular line, a daily activi-
ty, or even an inside joke--to help 
keep them feeling connected...
and amused.

For instance, in one video, the 

background music is an excerpt 
from the song “Can’t Stop the 

Feeling,” (by Justin Timberlake). 
The original lyrics say, “I got this 
feelin’ inside my bones; It goes 
electric, wavy when I turn it on.”  
Zimmerer says the kids will “get 
it,” because she makes it a ritual 
every day to play that song in her 
regular classroom at some  point, 
but she changes up the lyrics to 
remix it for whatever she wants.  
For instance, lunch time might 
evoke her to play the song, then 
start singing:  “I got this feelin’; 
it’s time for lunch…” and then she 
dances around to the tune.   

“So they’re used to seeing me 
like this. I like to have fun with 
them in class, so this is just an-
other way for me to be there with 
them in the same way. I think 
they like it. They like to ask em-
barrassed--the way they might be 
of a parent who is acting silly.”

One of Zimmerer’s TikTok 
videos shows her foraging in the 
woods, in full camo gear with 
face paint and all, searching for 
and correcting grammar errors 
on signs. In another, she is mak-
ing deer jerky with her dad, using 
clean preg-testing gloves (“Use 
your resources!” she says), and 
in another, she explains the laws 

of inertia and gravity and then 
demonstrates by sledding down a 
snow-covered hill.

However, these videos are not 
her main instructional segments. 
For the English and reading les-
sons, she actually meets with her 
students for approximately two 
hours every day. 

“I have offi  ce hours from 
9-9:30 a.m., so during that time, 
we take care of normal business 
like checking in, taking atten-
dance, talking about things. Then 
I teach a daily lesson from 9:30-
11:00 a.m.”

“But the TikTok videos, I want 
those to be fun, to kind of give 
them a reason to check in and 
want to be there. I actually write 
the scripts for those. There’s quite 
a bit of work that goes into mak-
ing a one-minute video,” she said. 

Zimmerer says her teaching 
philosophy revolves around mak-
ing connections to real life.  So 
the videos help her not only to 
stay connected to the kids, but 
to reinforce the theme she teach-
es all year: “The world is your 
classroom; now get out there and 
play.”  
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            Haley Hoile

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

COUNTRY 
MARKET

B LO O M F I E L D,  N E
4 0 2 . 3 7 3 . 4 7 1 7

School: Bloomfi eld High School 
Age: 17
Parents: Byron and Sara Hoile
Family: Brandon 
School Activities: FCCLA and Band 
Hobbies/Interests: Work
Greatest Challenge: Losing weight 
and better grades

Plans After Graduation: Online 
classes at Northeast Community 
College 
Goals for the future: Baby, building 
a family and moving away from here 
and starting new 
Best Memory in High School:
Prom 

M E E T  T H E  B L O O M F I E L DB L O O M F I E L DB L O O M F I E L DClergy fi nding ways to stay connected

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
Laura and Carolyn Nagengast and Renae Cauth now utilize The Hive in Bloomfi eld to access their online classes.

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
While the pews may be empty, the congregation at First Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Bloomfi eld is still fi nding ways to stay connected.

201 S Randolph St

BLOOMFIELD
Nebraska

UPDATED 
MOVE IN READY

5 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Beautiful Wood Work,3 Stall Attached Garage, Corner Lot, 
Close to School and Down Town. Very Nice Home!!!!!

P.O. Box 250 • 212 N Broadway
Bloomfield, NE 68718
P: 402-373-2727 • C: 402-841-7320
F: 402-373-2707
Kelly Bruns, Broker
brunslandandhomellc.com

by GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

Unprecedented, uncharted, un-
known, anxious, fearful, scared, cri-
sis, disaster, catastrophe. 

“These are just a few words I’ve 
heard over and over again these past 
two weeks,” says Pastor Bobby of 
First Trinity Lutheran Church.

 “It’s a situation that we’ve never 
experienced before.” 

The pastors of Bloomfi eld are 
going through uncharted waters like 
the rest of the world and are trying 
their best to be available for their 
congregations and our community. 
It’s made for some creative thinking 
and more than likely will contin-
ue to change as we wait this crazy, 
unsure time out. Social distancing 
is tricky when it comes to church 
services. Thanks to technology and 
social media our pastors and priests 
are able to stay connected. For First 
Trinity, vespers services and Sunday 
services are available to watch live 
on Wednesday evenings and Sun-
day mornings. The Facebook Live 
videos will also be available on the 
church website. Pastor Bobby is also 

off ering drive-through communion 
every third Sunday, weather permit-
ting. Since tithing keeps the work 
of the church to be able to carry on, 
First Trinity is still taking off ering 
through the mail or drop off . They 
are also working on online giving as 
another option. While both Pastor 
Bobby and Pastor Terry are not al-
lowed, they are still keeping in con-
tact with the residents of Good Sa-
maritan Center and Assisted Living 
with daily phone calls, and prayers, 
and mailing out sermons and devo-
tions.  Confi rmation has also con-
tinued with the youth of Bloomfi eld 
through Zoom meetings, emails and 
homework. 

“I think that one of the blessings 
of it all is that it gives an opportu-
nity for each member of First Trin-
ity, especially parents, to worship at 
home with their families.” “God has 
always intended that the parents are 
the fi rst pastors to their children, 
and this is a great time to reestab-
lish that order by leading prayers 
and devotions and doing catechesis 
at home.” 

College students adapt to ‘new normal’ at home

BLOOMFIELD LOAN PRODUCTION OFFICE
BLOOMFIELD, NEBRASKA

Is still here for all your banking needs during 
this COVID-19 Pandemic

ITM Is Open Normal Hours & ATM Is Available 24 Hours/Day
Office Is Staffed & Open By Appointment

Please call for assistance or with questions 402-373-4134
Please keep your family and ours safe & healthy!

www.bankofhartington.com

Alan will always mean the world to us! So strong he was to endure such 
harassment and take his own life in the hopes it would end for us as well. 
His carefree smile is now a painful reminder of the injustice and why 
harassment should be taken seriously. I would hope much needed 
improvements will be made in the Knox Co. 911 system and 
responsiveness of o�cers despite the lack of leadership.
Alan enjoyed the simple things in life like paragliding on calm evenings, 
watching deer play on the meadow, and picking sweetcorn with the kids. 
�ese things were taken from him. Now we can only remember his gentle 
nature and witty humor. If only the greed of others had not sought to 
destroy him!

“In Loving Memory” 
Alan Robert Schroeder 

March 6, 1975 - March 25, 2017

�ere is no doubt that Alan is still looking out for us. Heaven has the best angel keeping tabs on the 
“Donkeys.” His blue eyes surely see the Morning Doves from above and the young pups playing in 
his yard. We love and miss you so much Alan!  Angela E. Pinkelman

KEEP HOME SAFE
COVID-19 has our kids 

safe and sound at home... 
but is your home safe?

 
 
 

Please lock up your alcohol. 

This message is brought to you by Drug Free Communities Grant SP020880. 

by GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

The Hive in Bloomfi eld, a once 
buzzing coff ee shop selling hand-
crafted espresso drinks, unique 
gifts, antiques and home decor, 
has since become a gathering place 
for the Nagengast girls, Laura and 
Carolyn, and a family friend, Re-
nae Kauth to continue college life 
as they know it. 

Carolyn, a freshman at No-
tre Dame; and Renae, a junior at 
Creighton University, both said 
their schools announced they were 
closing while both girls were on 
spring break. They encouraged 
students to go directly home in-
stead of returning to campus. 

“My fl ight from Washington, 
DC to Omaha was less than half full 
and many passengers were wear-
ing masks and gloves, and sanitiz-
ing everything, which is something 
I’ve never experienced before,” 
says Carolyn. 

Since Renae didn’t bring much 
back with her, she knew she need-
ed to drive back to Omaha to grab 
her belongings. It was a quick trip 
and while she was there she could 
already tell things were changing.

“To be honest, I felt like the air 
was disgusting when I was there, 
and I was only there for a total of 
3 hours.” 

At that time, Creighton Uni-
versity announced they’d only 
be closed until after Easter, but a 
couple weeks later, when things 
started to become more serious, 
they closed for the remainder of 
the year. Most of Renae’s college 
friends decided to stay in Omaha. 

Laura Nagengast, a senior at 
The University of Michigan, said 
she heard rumors that her school 
may be closing before the offi  cial 
email came out. 

“I was shocked, and like many, 
felt everyone was overreacting.”

As a senior she wanted to 
spend the last few months with 
her friends. At fi rst she planned on 
staying in Ann Arbor, but as the 
days progressed the college was 
encouraging students to head back 
to their home states, she decided it 

was safest to be at home with her 
family. 

“Everyone started packing up 
and leaving, and in a matter of days 
Ann Arbor’s lively energy had com-
pletely disappeared.”

With all the girls now back in 
Bloomfi eld they needed a place 
with good Wi-Fi to complete their 
college courses, and that’s where 
the Hive came in. Their mother, 
Sunny Nagengast, owns the Hive. 

Since COVID-19 has hit she de-
cided it would be best to close the 
doors.“I’ve really been torn wheth-
er or not to open up to the public 
or not as we still need to keep our 
social distancing right,” says Sun-
ny. With not so good Wi-Fi at their 
farm, the Hive made perfect sense 
for the girls.

“Moving from face-to-face lec-
ture to online classes was an ad-
justment,” says Ranae. “I have 
been struggling on how to decide 
on how much time I should fo-
cus on each class since Creighton 
doesn’t do the Zoom classes. 

Carolyn also said “It’s been 
diffi  cult adjusting to online class-
es, but I am grateful that I only 
live one time zone away from my 
school. Some of my classmates 
have a 12 hour diff erence, and I 
can’t imagine how diffi  cult it must 
be for them to attend live streamed 
classes and maintain a somewhat 
normal schedule.” 

With Laura being a senior, the 
entire transition of online classes, 
living at home, and being away 
from her friends has been quite 
diffi  cult. She worries what the job 
market will be like when Coronavi-

rus is all over. 
“This really scares me and I’m 

nervous that it will be diffi  cult to 
fi nd a job.” 

“Mostly, I am thankful that I 
had somewhere relatively safe like 
Bloomfi eld to come home to be-
cause many of my friends live in 
urban areas where the situation is 
very dangerous,” says Carolyn. 

Since being home Carolyn has 
taken advantage of quality time 
with her family and animals, read-
ing many books and FaceTiming 
her friends from school. It’s been 
a diffi  cult transition for Renae 
with both her parents now working 
from home and her brother Dylan, 
who is also home from college.

“In the end, I’m just grateful to 
have a safe and secure home.”

The girls are thankful they are 
able to gather at the Hive, even 
if it is a small group for now and  
while they may not be able to get 
your coff ee fi x every day, the Hive 
is open every Saturday morning for 
curbside service.

They are not handling cash at 
the store right now but credit cards, 
Gift cards, and e-gift cards are all 
being accepted. Sunny is also of-
fering free access to their Wi-Fi. If 
anyone wants to log on and park 
out front weather permitting they 
may log on to THE BEEHIVE and 
the password is Nicholas#1.  

Regardless of all of the nega-
tives, the girls all have one thing in 
common. They all feel extremely 
fortunate they get to come home to 
a community full of support. 

“That is what will get us 
through these rough times.” 

Sanford Health and The Evangelical Lutheran 
Good Samaritan Society announced a support 
program to its 50,000 employees during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Full-time hourly (non-exempt) employees at 
Sanford Health and the Good Samaritan Society will 
receive a $300 bonus on their mid-April paychecks. 
A $150 bonus will be given to part-time employees. 
PRN employees will receive a $50 addition on their 
paychecks. Sanford will also cover health insurance 
premiums through the months of April, May and June 

for all full-time hourly employees who have coverage 
through the Sanford Health Plan.

 “The COVID-19 pandemic has us all feeling 
uncertain about many things like unpredictable 
volumes, safety of our families, fi nances and simply 
when life can go back to normal,” Kelby Krabbenhoft, 
Sanford Health president and CEO, told members of 
what he calls the Sanford Family. 

“You and your family are important to us — and 
we want to make sure you are supported in this 
challenging time.”

GOOD SAMARITAN EMPLOYEE BONUS 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Blood drive planned
The American Red Cross 
Bloodmobile will be at the 
Bloomfi eld Community Center 
on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
from noon until 6 p.m. Please 
come and donate.

Summer ball
Boys and girls are invited 
to register for the 2019 
Bloomfi eld summer youth 
ball program.  Registration 
forms  are available at the 
Bloomfi eld City offi ces and 
school.

Alumni banquet
BHS Alumni Banquet
Save the date and make 
plans to attend this year’s 
BHS Alumni Banquet.  A meal 
of roast beef, mash potatoes 
and gravy, corn, bun, and 
dessert will follow at 6pm. 
Tickets will be $19 each and 
will go on sale April 1. If you 
have any questions call Sandi 
Miller at 402-640-0615.

Legals in this issue
• Creighton school, minutes & 
bills
• Creighton City, minutes & bills
• Bloomfi eld water
• Creighton Water
• Bloomfi eld Airport
• Turn to 6 & 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

BLOOMFIELD

Preschool registration
Creighton Public Preschool is 
currently taking registrations 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
must be 4 by July 31, 2020. 
To register please call 
Creighton Public Schools at 
358-5001.  

St. Ludger 
St. Ludger Elementary is  
currently taking registration 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
need to be 4 by July 31, 
2021.

KNOX COUNTY
Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Two Locations!
    Bloomfield    Creighton
402-373-2332 402-358-5520

www.PitzerDigital.com

Second COVID-19 positive test reported
By KCN STAFF

news@myknoxconews.com
A second positive test for COVID-19 was reported in 

Knox County this week.
The North Central District Health Department 

announced that they were notifi ed of the positive test on 
Tuesday. NCDHD reported the person is a Knox County 
man in his 30s who recently traveled to another state where 
there is community transmission of the virus. He is self-
isolating at home.

The health department released the only known 
community exposure times, which is low risk, related to the 
case are the following:

• Sunday, March 15th from 9:30 AM-11:30 AM at Country 
Market in Bloomfi eld, NE

• Saturday, March 14th from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at 
Dollar General in Hooper, NE

“At this time, general risk to the community remains 
low, however NCDHD encourages the community to self-
monitor their symptoms,” the press release stated. “All 

identifi ed close contacts will self-quarantine (stay home) 
and be actively monitored twice daily by public health 
offi  cials for fever and respiratory symptoms.”

A 16-year-old boy from Crofton, who was Knox 
County’s fi rst positive case and had been treated in the 
Biocontainment Unit, was discharged Monday after three 
negative tests for COVID-19, according to the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. 

Widespread closures began across the county this week, 
including all Knox County schools and several businesses. 

Bloomfi eld Community School announced they will be 
closed for a minimum of two weeks, starting March 17. 
Grades 7-12 will follow e-learning via zoom and will follow 
their regular schedule. K-6 students were sent home with 
enrichment work. Parent Teacher Conferences will be at 
the scheduled time via phone conferences. Bloomfi eld 
Community Schools are off ering school lunches during 
their time of closure. Go to Bloomfi eld Schools website or 

Schools close two weeks for social distancing

Icebergs remained for weeks after the fl ood of the Niobara River. - Please see FLOOD, page 2

'People love it here, and they’re not willing to just give up'
FLOOD: ONE YEAR LATER

HELPING BACK HOME
Creighton graduate Erin (Best) 
Pulec brought a semi full of 
donations to Verdigre in May.

HIGHWAYS FLOODED
Highway 84 near Bloomfi eld was 
also under water on March 13, 
2019, thank to the bomb cyclone. 

FARM FAMILY
Willard Ruzicka of Verdigre 
was among the many long-time 
farmers who witnessed icebergs 
destroying their home. 

County rebounds from historic fl ood
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
It's been little more than a year the Spencer Dam broke loose, 

unleashing the raging water and chunks of ice that ravaged homes, 
farmland, livestock, streets, parks, bridges, businesses and lives.

Since then Niobrara residents, along with hundreds of volunteers, 
have worked tirelessly to restore and rebuild what was destroyed. And 
now, even when spring reports suggest that the river level might rise 
once again, it doesn’t seem to dampen their spirits.

“Niobrara is a river town. We’ve always been a river town,” says 
Mona Weatherwax, the Village Clerk of Niobrara. “When the town fi rst 
fl ooded way back in March of 1881, they put the buildings on skids and 
just moved it to a diff erent location.  People love it here, and they’re not 
willing to just give up on it.”

Tony Tschirren, a NDOT (Nebraska Department of Transportation), 
supervisor said he doesn’t have anxiety about any forecasted weather 
causing the same kind of catastrophe. “We’re so far ahead of where we 
were at this time last year, as far as the ground thawing out and everything; 
I don’t think we are worried about the same thing happening.”

Also, the proven resilience of the community could be what keeps 
residents focusing on the positives. Instead of dwelling on the fact that 

KCN FILE PHOTOS
Tony Tschirren fi lls a pump with gas in an attempt to pump water near Maiden's Leap on Highway 12 near Niobrara on Tuesday. Tschirren, who 
oversees the Nebraska Department of Roads in this area and graduate from Niobrara, said, "This is absolutely insane. I've never seen anything like 
this before."

COURTESY SHANE GRECKEL

COURTESY LORI KNIGGE

SOURCE: CDC- Please see REPORTED, page 2

Sunday
  High 43
  Low: 31
  Precip: 20%

Friday
  High 20
  Low: 8
  Precip: 10%

Saturday
  High 32
  Low: 24
  Precip: 0%

KNOX COUNTY

PHOTO BY THELMA SCHROEDER
Joy Nelson of Creighton is joined by her daughter, Lindsay, who had a unique 
idea for honoring the people in her life she considered “healthcare heroes.”

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Pink speckled signs have been popping up all over social media and 
in lawns as people have declared friends and loved ones their healthcare 
heroes.

While most people know Blackburn Manufacturing in Neligh pushed 
the initiative in Antelope County, the idea actually stemmed from 
Creighton City Administrator Lindsay Nelson, who contacted Blackburn 
about making a sign for her niece, Erin Shuck, and mother, Joy Nelson. 

Nelson contacted her sister-in-law, Stephanie Keetle, who works at 
Blackburn Manufacturing.

"I saw another state doing the signs and thought this would be really 
great for our community," she said. "I reached out to Steph, and she 
rolled with it even further, which is awesome," Nelson. 

Keetle said she instantly wanted to be part of the signs.
“I thought it was a great idea,” Keetle said. “I mentioned it to a couple 

of people at work, and then they wanted signs, too. They had family in 
healthcare who they wanted to recognize.”

It didn’t take long until word spread to Blackburn Marketing Director 
Krista Schindler, who not only loved the concept, but wanted to take the 
idea to the next level and give signs to 100 healthcare heroes throughout 
nearby Antelope County. 

Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Signs honor local healthcare heroes

Our new sports series 
looks back at the 
1963 Bloomfi eld 
football team.

Sunday
  High 60
  Low: 37
  Precip: 10%

Friday
  High 50
  Low: 31
  Precip: 0%

Saturday
  High 63
  Low: 36
  Precip: 0%

- Please see  SIGNS, page 2

BLOOMFIELD
Water payments
The City of Bloomfi eld has 
installed a locked drop box 
located right outside the city 
offi ces for water payments 
etc.

Lonestar 
to headline 
county fair

By THELMA SCHROEDER
news@myknoxconews.com

Knox County will bring the 
award-winning band, Lonestar; 
the high-energy modern country 
duo, Eastern Heights; and popular 
80's tribute-band, Hairball to the 
fair this summer. 

The artists are slated to take 
the stage on August 14, 2020 with 
Lonestar playing in the grandstand 
and Eastern Heights in the beer 
garden after the show. 

Lonestar has numerous well-
known number one hits such as 
“Amazed,” “I'm Already There,”  
and “My Front Porch Looking In.”

Fair organizers recently 
announced other entertainment 
as well. Bull-A-Roma will take 
place on Thursday, August 13, 
with Sounds Unlimited in the beer 
garden. 80's tribute band Hairball 
will perform in the grandstand 
Saturday, August 15, with Eastern 
Heights to follow in the beer 
garden after the show. 

Among the other entertainment 
events are Monster Trucks on 
Sunday, August 16 and back by 
popular demand, the DC Lynch 
will be there all four days on the 
Midway. 

The 137th Knox County Fair will 
kick off  on Thursday, August 13 
and run through Sunday, August 
16.

Creighton 
seeks new 
ED director

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

The City of Creighton is now 
accepting applications for a part-
time economic development 
director.

Susan Norris submitted her 
resignation last Thursday. It was 
not listed on the agenda, so the 
City Council has not acted on the 
item at this time.

The Creighton Economic 
Development Board is seeking a 
dynamic individual to promote 
the City of Creighton and its 
rural area. The individual will 
be responsible for attracting 
new businesses, encouraging 
current business retention 
and expansion, promoting 
youth retention and attraction, 
maintaining collaborative working 
relationships with, among and 
between various community 
organizations, and provide 
leadership to an eager volunteer 
group.  

Experience in economic 
development or related areas is 
preferred. The position is based 
upon 30 hours per week.

To apply, send a cover letter and 
resume to Creighton Economic 
Development Board, PO Box 188, 
Creighton, NE 68729 or email 
ccreigh@gpcom.net.

Norris, who had been the 
director since January 2019, will 
serve as the director through next 
week. 

'No questions asked' as Michael Foods
donates food boxes to local families

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

A line of vehicles wound through the Knox County Fairgrounds on 
Tuesday afternoon, stretching through the gates and further east past the 
Central Valley Ag entrance.

Hundreds of families waited patiently for an unprecedented act of 
kindness from one of the area’s largest employers as Michael Foods gave 
away boxes of foods — no questions asked.

“I want people to know that this is for everybody. There are no income 
requirements,” said Pat Melena, vice president of farm operations at 
Michaels Foods. “If you live in a community in which we operate, we want to 
help you, and we have the food available to do it.”

With the state’s Directed Health Measure, it’s been diffi  cult for families 
to secure various food items. Melena said Michael Foods distributed food 
boxes to employees about two weeks ago and has given to food banks as well. 

“We did it because we heard from our employees that it was diffi  cult to 
fi nd eggs in the grocery store, so we put this together quickly,” he said. “It 
was so well received that we wanted to do this for the community.”

Bloomfi eld and Wakefi eld were the fi rst communities on the distribution 
list, but Melena said it was important to include other communities as well. 

“This is an opportunity to give back to the community in which we 

COMMUNITY STRONG

PHOTOS BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
Michael Foods is donating food boxes to nearly a dozen communities this week and kicked off the donations on Tuesday afternoon in Bloomfi eld and 
Wakefi eld, where they have operations. 

Michael Foods will be donating boxes of food to all families in the community. Please remember social distancing. Drive up 
and we will give you a box.

April 15
Plainview, Methodist Church, 7:00-9:00 a.m.

Hartington, Fire Hall, 11:30 a.m-1:00 p.m.
Creighton, Northeast Community Action Lot, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Emerson, High School, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Allen, High School, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Wayne, Journey, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

April 16 
Osmond, Methodist Church Lot, 7:00-9:00 am.

Crofton, High School, 11:30 am.-1:30 p.m.
Wausa, City Auditorium, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

- Please see  FOOD, page 2

Board of Education
The Bloomfi eld Board of 
Education will be held in 
room 203 at Bloomfi eld 
High School on Monday, 
April 20, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
This meeting is open to the 
public via STRIV TV. A link 
will be posted on the school 
website. 

Extension reminders
The Knox County 
Courthouse is locked, but 
the offi ces are staffed. 
The Extension Offi ce has 
staff both in the offi ce 
and working remotely, 
so you may contact the 
offi ce by phone or email. 
Correspondence can be 
emailed, mailed, or put in the 
drop box on the south side 
of the Annex 1 building.
From now until May 9, 
Nebraska 4-H programming 
will be in virtual format. 
There will be no face-to-
face programs. This also 
includes no face-to-face club 
meetings until after May 9.
Summer Plans – at this 
time we are moving forward 
with plans for summer 
and the fair. Watch next 
month’s newsletter for a list 
of workshops. If you have 
ideas for workshops, please 
contact the offi ce. The 
University and Nebraska 
Extension will decide 30 
days before an event if it 
needs to be cancelled.
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PHOTO BY TAMMY SCHINDLER
The bridge on the east end of Creighton is under construction, and it’s the fi rst part of a project that is expected 
to last until September. Road crews will work their way east out to the Midland Corner on Highway 59, as well 
as up Creighton’s main street to the Brockhaus corner. Although they will still be at work through June, the Knife 
River crew is working closely with the City to ensure they will not interfere with any plans for BerryPepper Days.

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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laughed. Brian added with 
a chuckle, “They had this 
hypnotizing eff ect on me.”

After doing some research and 
asking around, the couples came 
across Randy and Tara Cipriano, 
who have been raising llamas in 
Garland, Nebraska since 1986. 
They started out with two, and 
now have a herd of 130 plus. Randy 
travels to Argentina and Chile to 
pick out his llamas to bring back to 
Garland to breed. 

The Davises fi rst showed up at 
Cipriano’s with an idea of the age 
of the llama they wanted and a 
budget. They ended up purchasing 

Golden Boy and Barack, who were 
both 6 months of age. 

When Lori found out Brenda, 
her friend since childhood, had a 
llama she said, “If Brenda gets a 
llama, I want a llama too.” 

That's when Temptress was 
purchased. Her name and 
beautiful white coat were the 
deciding factors for their fi rst 
female of the group. She was 2 
years old when she was purchased 
with an end goal of breeding her. 

On Saturday night, the animals 
will make their television debut 
on “Heartland Docs, DVM.” The 
program has local appeal, as it 

focuses on a pair of Hartington 
veterinarians, Ben and Erin 
Schroeder, and the work they do in 
the area.  

Brian has been using the 
Schroeder’s veterinarian services 
for their horses, and then for the 
llamas, when needed.  Before 
they had any knowledge of the 
show, the Davises asked Ben and 
Erin to ultrasound Temptress to 
make sure she was bred. Then, it 
just so happened that Brian and 
Brenda had their dogs over at the 
Heartland Docs offi  ce on a day 
of fi lming. The vets asked if the 
couples and their llamas would 
be interested in being part of the 
show. Of course, they agreed.

The fi rst episode consists of 
the couples hauling their llamas 
over to Heartland Docs’ offi  ce for 
wellness checkups. According to 
Brian, a day of fi lming is no easy 
task. It's redoing the same thing 
over and over for 6-8 hours, for 
just a few minutes of TV time. 
However, they’ve truly enjoyed 
working with the crew. 

“We’re just having a lot of fun 
with it,” Brian said. 

Brenda added, “Ben and Erin 
are such good good people, so any 
positive press we can get here is a 
plus by just telling our stories of 
farming and farm work.” 

National Geographic held a 
premiere party at the Hartington 
Hotel, which Ben and Erin 
remodeled as part of their side 
hobby. There were top executives 
from National Geographic 
there and everyone who made 
an appearance on the show. 
The Davises and Mosses taped 
numerous episodes and have made 

their llamas little “reality stars.”
According to all, these animals 

and their friendship have been a 
unique bonding, memory-making 
experience. 

The Davises recalled when they 
fi rst brought the llamas to their 
farm in Bloomfi eld, they were 
pretty skittish, as it takes a lot of 
time and handling to get them 
tame. 

Veterinarian Lori Moss 
concurred. “They like to have 
interaction with humans by 
pushing their nose against your 
nose,” she said. “So when we go 
out to see them, we lean forward, 
put our nose out there and they 
will reach out and put their nose 
against our respective noses.”  

Whether it’s just a stereotype or 
not, llamas do have a reputation 
for spitting at people.  Brenda says 
she's only seen Temptress “spit” 
twice. One time actually makes 
the show, when the Heartland 
Docs were trying to give her some 
deworming medication and she 
spit it right back out. The other 
was when the boys got a little too 
close to her during her pregnancy. 

However, according to Lori, 
llamas don’t usually spit at 
humans. They tend to save it for 
members of their own species. 
Instead of spitting, they actually 
do a lot of humming.

 “Llamas use humming as their 
way of communicating and tend to 
hum for a variety of reasons,” says 
Monte. Mamas hum to greet their 
babies, but also when tired and 
cautious.

Tune in on Saturday night to 
see all of their antics capture for 
reality television.
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10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property

Heart Healthy 

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Reality TV

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Feb. 4 25 13 0 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 32 13 0 
Thursday,  Feb. 6 40 10 0 
Friday,  Feb. 7 31 15 0  
Saturday,  Feb. 8 38 9 0  
Sunday, Feb. 9 32 20 0 
Monday,  Feb. 10 39 12 0 

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

ACROSS
1. Sell illegally
6. Crime scene evidence
9. “From California to 

the New York Island,” e.g.
13. Berth deck in relation 

to poop deck
14. Poetic over
15. Chocolate cake 

ingredient
16. Like Solitaire player
17. Go a-courting
18. Packing
19. *”Go Tell It on the 

Mountain” author
21. *South Africa’s fi rst 

black president
23. Bag, ‡ Paris
24. Schooner pole
25. #1 on Billboards 

Chart, e.g.
28. One way to memorize
30. *Civil rights activist 

and Ferguson opponent
35. Single pip cards
37. Give a shot of 

novocaine
39. Call forth
40. Long John Silver’s 

walk
41. Sauna product
43. Dashing style
44. Pariah, for medical 

reasons
46. Back arrow key
47. As opposed to gross
48. Kane and Goldberg, 

TV characters

50. Georgia ____ 
university

52. Poseidon’s domain
53. MXN, as in currency
55. Snowman Olaf’s fa-

vorite thing
57. *2019 eponymous 

movie character
61. Errand runner, at 

court
65. Matter of debate
66. Harry Potter’s 

Hedwig
68. Ineff ectual vomiting
69. Giblets part
70. *Famous movie di-

rector, Spike
71. Ruhr’s industrial 

center
72. Played at military 

funerals
73. Flow alternative
74. Nostradamus and 

such
DOWN
1. Hunk of something
2. Flavored with kola 

nuts
3. Absent without leave
4. Gives a helping hand
5. Antebellum
6. Pillow fi ller
7. ____colonial or 

____classical
8. Oven emanation?
9. Lady’s man
10. Ne plus ultra
11. Famous Coward
12. Man Ray’s genre
15. Back of a saddle

20. Popular Byzantine 
artwork

22. Nile viper
24. Reminder of times 

past
25. *First African 

American to win Best Actress 
Oscar

26. More slippery
27. Allegro and lento, in 

music
29. *Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, 1984
31. Like fair share
32. Arch and ball loca-

tion, pl.
33. *On Debi Thomas’ 

foot when she won Olympic 
medal

34. Busybody, in Yiddish
36. Work detail
38. Bid, past tense
42. Coff ee shop order
45. D’Artagnan’s weapon 

of choice
49. Get the picture
51. *Harlem Renaissance 

poet
54. Fur shawl
56. Canada fl yers
57. Handle of #45 Down
58. Most populous 

continent
59. Invitation request
60. Regrets
61. Commoner
62. Diamond’s corner
63. Walkie-talkie word
64. Japanese money, pl.
67. *Du Bois

 150245
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So she advises everyone “to fi nd out what 
works best for you; although every exercise we 
do can be modifi ed.”

Jen is a self-taught, self-motivated trainer 
who is certifi ed to teach a variety of exercise 
courses.  Although most of her classes have 
intimidating titles—like “Bootcamp” and 
“Insanity,” she insists that her classes are 
designed for people of all levels of fi tness to 
participate.

“Jen always demonstrates low-impact 
moves for those who don’t want high impact,” 
according to Monica Morrill, one of Jen’s loyal 
attendees.

Participants in Wortman’s classes range 
in age, but if anyone has doubts about being 
too old or too out of shape, she points out the 
experience of one former member, who was 67 
years old when she started.

“She didn’t have a lot of strength, so when we 
did pushups, she would just do those against 
the wall. It wasn’t long before she could get up 
and down off  the fl oor easily, and could even do 
pushups,” Wortman said.

In addition to gaining strength, Wortman 
says there are just so many benefi ts to exercising 

regularly: it helps reduce blood pressure, 
strengthens the heart, decreases the risk of 
diabetes, improves metabolism, and helps in 
maintaining a healthy body weight.

“I’m not sure what the cons are. I get that 
people are reluctant at fi rst. But I think people 
just have to schedule it into their day, so they 
don’t talk themselves out of it,” she said.

Jen’s knows the truth of this on a personal 
level. Her own mother had a heart condition 
and surgery recently, but is now taking the time 
to workout, eat more nutritious meals, and is 
feeling much healthier and optimistic about 
life, according to her daughter.

Jen acknowledges that her own motivation 
came six years ago, when she knew she needed 
to make some changes in her own lifestyle, 
when she wasn’t happy with the way she looked 
or felt. She started paying closer attention to 
her meals, but then she also stepped out of her 
comfort zone and into the exercise arena in a 
bold way. 

After participating in just one ‘Shaun T’ class 
(who is famous for his BeachBody videos), she 
fell in love with it. 

“Then there was a Shaun T training class in 
Lincoln, so I decided to go. All by myself.”

It wasn’t just a follow-along-with-Shaun-T 

kind of experience... Wortman says she had to 
learn the various moves that day, get instruction 
on how to teach the classes, take a written test, 
then split up into groups to practice.

“And then we actually had to take turns 
teaching the class to small groups,” Wortman 
said.

In the end, she became certifi ed to teach 
“Insanity,”  so when she returned to Creighton, 
she started advertising her class.

Monica Morrill said she started attending 
Jen’s “Insanity” class almost 3 years ago after 
several participants told her it was an excellent 
workout and also fun.

“Jen works hard at trying to schedule classes 
to accommodate everyone.” Morrill said. 

Wortman now teaches 13 classes (per week) 
in the morning and afternoons, sometimes two 
in a row, which she admits can be a little trying 
at times. But then again, she can’t imagine 
a diff erent lifestyle, as she appreciates the 
benefi ts. 

“Working out in a group is easier and more 
fun. It helps keep you motivated,” said Morrill.

Jen is married to Greg Wortman, and they 
have 3 kids: Brady (21), Caden (18), and Cassidy 
(15). 

- Continued From Page  1

Calendar Changes
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As Principal Nilson pointed out, 
“We’re always looking for ways to 
help students, especially if they’re 
struggling.”

Superintendent Thompsen also 
off ered the Board his evaluation 
of Ryon Nilson’s performance 
as principal, noting that Nilson 
had reached the six goals they 
had discussed and reviewed 
together. Upon Thompsen’s 
recommendation, and supported 
unanimously by the Board, Nilson 
will receive a 3% raise in pay.  

Thompsen also reported that 
he had received 13 applications 
for the open P.E. position. “We 
have several good candidates,” 
Thompsen said.  He expects to 
narrow the fi eld down to 3 or 4 and 

begin interviews soon.

Nilson also explained that 
security systems were in place, 
thanks to funding support from the 
Cooper Foundation, the Booster 
Club, and the school, in order to 
provide community access to the 
building. Patrons can get a fob, 
which provides keyless entry to 
the facility, which gains them 
entrance to the multi-purpose 
room for things like exercise 
sessions, meetings, etc.  The cost 
for “renting” the fob is $50 (plus an 
initial cost of $25 for set-up fees) 
and requires some paperwork to 
be fi lled out in advance. That gives 
the person access from August 1 to 
July 31.  And for security purposes, 
the cameras also record the person 
entering and using the building.  

Guilty Plea
- Continued From Page  1
mother upon returning to 
Yankton.  On Nov.r 4, 2018, at 
approximately 10 p.m., Hunhoff  
left her mother’s residence, alone, 
to drive home to Yankton.  She did 
not call her mother as she did not 
make it home.  Having not heard 
from her daughter, her mother 
began repeatedly calling her phone 
to determine her whereabouts.  All 
calls were unanswered.

James and other men were 
near Hunhoff ’s mother’s residence 
as she was leaving.  James 
and another man encountered 
Hunhoff  outside of the residence 
and got into her car with her 
inside. James, Hunhoff , and 
another man traveled to Norfolk, 
arriving at about 11:00 p.m. When 
they arrived in Norfolk, James 
remained in the vehicle, and the 
other man left the vehicle.  James 
drove Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle, 
with her inside, to the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska. 

During the early morning hours 
of November 5, 2018, while on the 
Santee Sioux Indian Reservation, 
James killed Phyllis Hunhoff .  
He stabbed her with a knife and 
strangled her.  She died in her 
vehicle as a result of the bleeding 
and strangulation.  James drove 
Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle to a 
gas station on the Santee Sioux 
Indian Reservation.  Video from 

the gas station showed James 
putting gasoline into her vehicle 
and driving away.  Later, James 
returned in the same vehicle to the 
gas station and pumped gasoline 
into a soda bottle.  James put the 
bottle containing the gasoline into 
the vehicle.  He then drove to a 
wooded location on the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska, where he set 
fi re to Hunhoff ’s body and her 
vehicle to conceal evidence of the 
murder.  He abandoned the body 
and vehicle and left the area.

Law enforcement offi  cers 
investigated the murder and 
obtained evidence, including 
surveillance footage of James at 
the gas station during the early 
morning hours of November 5, 
2018.  Santee Police recovered 
the shirt James was wearing when 
he killed Phyllis Hunhoff  from a 
trash receptacle.  Her DNA was on 
James’ shirt.  James’s DNA was 
on clothing Phyllis Hunhoff  was 
wearing when he killed her. 

United States Attorney Joe Kelly 
expressed his appreciation for the 
hard work and cooperation of 
multiple law enforcement agencies 
in both Nebraska and South 
Dakota.  “The quick and thorough 
work of these agencies, coupled 
thereafter with the acquisition 
of digital evidence, resulted in 
holding James accountable for 
this horrifi c crime and tragic loss 
for the Hunhoff  family,” Kelly said.

FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Kristi Johnson added, “The FBI’s 
partnership with the Santee Sioux 
Nation Tribal Police, Knox County 
Sheriff , and Nebraska State 
Patrol were vital to the success 
of this investigation. So long as 
our Native American partners 
face terrible crimes like this on 
reservation land, the FBI stands 
ready to work alongside them as 
we together seek justice for all.”

The case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Nebraska State Patrol, Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Santee 
Sioux Nation Tribal Police, 
Yankton County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
Yankton Police Department 
(South Dakota), Norfolk Police 
Department, the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center, the 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal, and 
the Lincoln Police Department.
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Buck-out Bull Riding
Knox County Rodeo 
Association brings you to 
Bloomfi eld Buck-out Bull 
Riding at the Harm & Tulleys 
Event Center Bloomfi eld 
February 29. Gates open at 
5 pm and the event begins at 
6:00pm. $10 admission 5 and 
under free. Prairie Thunder 
Band by The Bloomfi eld Fire 
Department at the American 
Legion Post Pavilion 9 p.m. to 
midnight. $10.00 at the door. 

Legals in this issue
• Liquor Licenses
• Estates
• Organizations
• Knox County
• Bloomfi eld School
• City of Creighton
• NPPD

Turn to 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather
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Creighton NewsThe

Noah's Ark workshop 
The Noah’s Ark Build 
Workshop will be Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
the Creighton Public Library. 
The cost is $15. Prepayment 
is due by January 10. 

Preschool  
Creighton Public School 
Preschool is currently taking 
registrations for the upcoming
2020-2021 school year. 
Please register your child by 
calling Creighton Elementary 
at 358-5001 By January 31. 

Humanities Nebraska
St. Ludger Social Hall in 
Creighton is hosting a soup 
luncheon Sunday, January 26, 
11 a.m.-1p.m. It will be a free-
will offering. A silent auction 
and Scholastic Book fair will 
also be held.

BLOOMFIELD

- Please see DRONE, page 2

- Please see MOSER,  page 2

Moser teaches students to 'solve for tomorrow'
Creighton grad captures 4th straight title

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

“Too often we give our children answers to 
remember, rather than problems to solve.”

That may be the opinion of some critics of the 
modern-day educational system, but it certainly 
isn’t the teaching philosophy of Brett Moser, science 
teacher at Gering High School in Nebraska, and a 
2009 graduate of Creighton High School.

Moser perpetually strives to help students solve 
“real-world” problems, and his eff orts are paying off , in 
more ways than one. Because of the work that Moser, 
his colleague Justin Reinmuth, and their students 
have done in the classroom, Gering High School was 
named a Nebraska State Winner in Samsung’s “Solve 
for Tomorrow” contest. Again.

This marks the fourth year in a row that Gering has 
been a state winner in the nationwide contest. 

 "Samsung started Solve for Tomorrow 10 years 

ago, and over those 10 years, the most winning school 
in the country out of 20,000 entries is Gering High 
School. They have won three consecutive state titles, 
making two national fi nals appearances, and won 
the national competition in 2017,” is what Dr. David 
Steel, Samsung’s Executive Vice President, stated in a 
video produced to highlight their program.

The Samsung contest specifi cally rewards 
students and their instructors who use STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
knowledge to benefi t their community — locally, 
statewide, even globally, and to have a positive impact 
on the world. 

For Moser, this “partnership” with Samsung 
became most relevant to his physics class last year, 
when they designed a wheelchair that could be 
controlled by eye movement. After coming up with 
the idea, the team researched, found and purchased Brett Moser, teacher at Gering High School, works with his Physics students 

on an award-winning water transportation project.

We are proud to be your local printer!

Flyer believes most drone sightings just copycats

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Dorothy Greckel is content 
listening to her family share stories 
of her life and chuckling along with 
them.

Despite turning 102 on Monday, 
the Bloomfi eld woman remains sharp 
enough to tell the stories herself, but 
instead she likes to listen and laugh.

“A lot of things have changed,” 
Greckel said as she reminisced the 
last century. “We milked cows and 
separated (the milk). We raised 
chickens. They don’t do that anymore. 
The little things have changed.”

At Bloomfi eld’s Good Samaritan 
Center on Sunday, Dorothy was 
joined by her two sons, their wifes, 
and her only grandson and his wife to 
celebrate her milestone birthday. At 
least it was a milestone to everyone 
but Dorothy. 

“Birthdays are just days to me. 
Time went fast,” she said.

Dorothy was one of seven children 
– six girls and one boy — born to 
Henry and Anna Ehlers two miles 
north and one mile east of Bloomfi eld.

She attended Pleasant Hill, a one-
room schoolhouse with 60 other 
children because “the farm families 
had lots of kids. Dorothy said she 
went to school from kindergarten 
until eighth grade but then had to 
stay home and work — and dance.

Dorothy said she loves to waltz and 
polka and even took a stroll on the 
dance fl oor the weekend before her 
big birthday as they celebrated her 
grandson, Shane’s wedding. Since 
she started at 12, Dorothy said she’s 
been dancing for 90 years.

“Our folks like to dance, and they 
took us,” she remembered. “We had 
to learn or otherwise stay home, so 
we danced.”

Dorothy doesn’t mince words 
when it comes to the secret to a long 
life. “Keep your mind to yourself and 
keep on working,” she said.

Her long life, she said, is because 
she’s never stopped. Although 
Dorothy moved into the nursing 
home in August, she had lived by 
herself up to that point – up to age 
101.

“We didn’t let her get old,” said her 
daughter-in-law Jolene. “We never 
thought of her as old or treated her 
as old.”

Up until an accident over the 
summer, Dorothy lived alone, cooked 
and cleaned, raked her “pesky leaves” 
and pulled dandelions while on all 
fours. She also still canned.

“She never drank or smoked,” said 
her son, Lonnie, when asked about 
her longevity.

But Dorothy had a secret from her 

102-year-old shares
secrets to long life

Dorothy Greckel 
celebrated her 
102nd birthday 
a day early. The 
Bloomfi eld woman 
turned 102 on 
Monday and 
enjoyed Sunday 
with (from left) 
Connie and Harlan 
Greckel, Lonnie 
and Jolene Greckel 
and Shane and 
Kate Greckel.

PHOTOS BY CARRIE PITZER

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

With reports of mysterious drones being 
seen across Nebraska and Colorado the last 
several weeks, everyone seems to have a theory 
as to what they are or why they're fl ying. 

Shane Greckel of Bloomfi eld is a hobby drone 
user and on Thursday morning demonstrated a 
drone fl ying at heights of 50 to 400 feet, which 
is the maximum fl ight altitude allowed by the 
FAA.

"The whole point of the exercise was to 
demonstrate a couple of things," he said, which 

included the heat, sun exposure and everything 
that may aff ect how one perceives things in the 
air.

"The drone we tested today had two strobe 
lights on it. These strobe lights basically were 
merged into one after we got up over 100 feet," 
he said. 

The demonstration, which was with a 
quadcopter drone, showed that at 100 feet the 
drone was inaudible. By the time it reached 
400 feet, not only was the drone inaudible 
but it actually resembled a much higher-fl ying 

commercial plane.
Reports of mysterious drones indictated 

that six to 10 drones have been seen shortly 
after dusk, fl ying in a grid-like pattern with six 
foot wingspans. The reported objects were said 
to have running lights, although none of the 
reports have been substantiated at this time. 

The FAA has said the objects seen don’t 
appear to be military drones or licensed drones 
belonging to any known company, which has 
lead to various conspiracies. Greckel said it’s 

Sunday
  High 16
  Low: 2
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 15
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: 3
  Precip: 0%

WAUSA
Soup supper planned
Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Wausa's Men and Boys 
will host an oyster stew/chili 
supper on January 25, 7 p.m. 
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10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property
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TeamMates

400+/- Acres, Devils Nest Development,
Knox County - Can be divided

160.5 Acres, all grass unit,
development potential, Knox County, NE

70.02+/- Acres, recreational unit,
within Devils Nest, Knox County, NE

25.94 Acres, rec paradise, located just minutes from the 
Missouri River, excellent views, Dixon County, NE
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To assist them in their recruiting, planning, 
and fundraising eff orts, they recruited board 
members Linda Asher, Ron Sukup, Tray Van 
Metre, Annie Doerr, Steve Mattern, Kari 
Nilson, Christa Eggers, Russ Diedrichsen, and 
Jan Strope.   

Bloomfi eld’s program was introduced in 
2016 and has never looked back.  Under the 
guidance of their board members  Travis 
Mlady, Jason Hefner, Amy Eisenhauer, Shane 
Alexander, Jerry Nip, Pastor Bobby, and 
Lyndsy Jeness, they have opened the school’s 
doors to give mentees/mentors full use of their 
facilities.  

According to one of the parents in 
Bloomfi eld, Ashley Doerr, she sees abundant 
advantages.  For many kids, it helps improve 
their grades and attendance.  And since 
mentees and mentors are required to fi ll out 
forms indicating their strengths, weaknesses, 
interestests, the board does a remarkable job of 
matching students with adults.

Doerr says that she has nothing but positive 
things to say about her daughter’s relationship 

with her mentor.
As a parent, “I love that my daughter has 

a positive outlet that is someone other than 
family. I would defi nitely recommend the 
program to all kids and adults. I feel kids need 
someone to look up to in their lives that are not 
their parents.”

Both chapters are always recruiting new 
mentors, as they want to make sure every 
student who is interested in participating gets 
assigned a mentor.  

Baldwin states that “any student can sign 
up.  They don’t have to be ‘at-risk’ students, 
which I think once was the stigma of mentoring 
programs.  All that is required is a student 
who is interested, and a parent or guardian’s 
permission.”

However, to protect the students, there are 
stringent guidelines.

Each mentor must apply online, provide two 
references, be accepted, pass a background 
check, and agree to at least a three-year 
commitment before being matched with a 
student who has signed up to participate. 
Furthermore, all interaction between the 
mentor and mentee is limited to the school 

campus.
The program is intended to be student-

centered, so mentors are encouraged to ask 
students how they would prefer to spend their 
time together.  

“We do try to consider hobbies and interests. 
But mostly, we match each student with a 
responsible, adult friend.  The adults don’t have 
to teach or tutor or counsel anyone.  They just 
have to show up and spend some quality time,” 
Baldwin said. 

“We do have one pair who share an interest 
in music, so they spend their time together 
writing songs.  Another mentor used his time 
to help a student who wanted to learn more 
about woodworking to make gifts for family 
members,” Baldwin said.

Some, however, prefer to just hand out and 
visit. What both chapter participants have 
reported is that these card-playing, chess-
playing, hoop-shooting, piano-playing, or 
simply conversational moments all have a 
positive impact on both the students and the 
adults.

“It really is a two-way street,” Baldwin said.

- Continued From Page  1

Stock Show
But for LayciJo’s fans who 

were watching – her aunt and 
uncle, Carol and Rod Triplett; her 
parents, Karlyn and John, Jr.; and 
her brother Jorgan, it was sheer 
pride to watch LayciJo wrangle her 
calf into her possession by cradling 
its head with expertise, and to hear 
LayciJo’s name announced as the 
fi rst one in the group to haul in a 
calf, in approximately 20 seconds.

“The calf's head was right in my 
arms, and I just lifted it up off  its 
front feet, grabbed the halter out 
from my belt, put it on, and just 
drug it back to the pen.”

And to be sure that Grandma 
Nancy and Grandpa John Condon 
didn’t miss any of the action, Carol 
was live-streaming it on her cell 
phone for them to see.

“It was great fun to watch, but 
I’m also just really happy for her. It 
was such an awesome opportunity 
for her to see  some of the fi nest 
cattle and showmen in the country 

at this huge stock show. You know 
they see this, and they get to see all 
the possibilities of what the cattle 
industry is about; it gets in their 
blood,” said Carol Triplett, her 
aunt.

Catching the calf was indeed 
more than entertainment. It 
earned LayciJo the opportunity to 
bring home and raise a show calf 
from the Stock Show, then return 
a year later to show it there, and 
compete for the prestigious title 
of champion or reserve champion, 
which will then be auctioned off .

The calf she caught, roped, and 
drug into the pen at the rodeo is 
not the one that she will bring 
home to raise.  

“They use only rodeo-stock 
calves for that event. So we will 
go back in May, and then I will get 
to choose from one of the show-
stock, a higher-quality breed, to 
bring home and raise.”

Although LayciJo has four years 
of experience with raising and 
showing calves, she anticipates 

this will be more stringent about 
documenting the process. 

“I know that I have to report 
back to them every month to 
update how the calf is doing, and 
will likely have to include what I’m 
feeding the calf, any medicine I 
have to give it, that kind of stuff .”

LayciJo says that she learned 
about the program through 4-H, 
so she consulted her dad’s help in 
fi lling out an online application, 
which required her to explain what 
she would be able to provide for 
the animal’s housing, its care, as 
well as her experience in raising 
calves.

In addition to participating in 
the catch-a-calf contest, LayciJo 
said she also enjoyed seeing 
the expensive breeds that the 
commercial owners bring to the 
event from all over the United 
States, and to see the diff erent 
ways that other showmen present 
their livestock for show, like how 
they clip, groom, and blow dry the 
hide in diff erent ways than what 

she normally sees.
Both LayciJo and her mom 

added that visiting the booths 
of thousands of vendors--most 
selling products with a country-
western theme--added to the 
enjoyment of the trip as well.

My body handles the Daylight 
Saving Time change fairly well. 
I don’t require a lot of sleep, so 
jumping ahead or falling behind 
an hour means very little change 
for me. But for my family? Oh, 
they all need more sleep, and the 
week after the time change is not 
pleasant. 

Being a farmer’s daughter, I 
thought as a child that Daylight 
Saving Time was meant to give 
farmers extra time outside during 
the summer months. Of course, I 
learned in school that it was really 
meant to reduce electricity usage. 

While many countries around 
the world observe Daylight Saving 
Time, not every state in the U.S. 
does, including Hawaii and part of 
Arizona.

Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
has introduced a bill in the state 
legislature to end Daylight Saving 
Time, which has been met with a 
lot of support by the public because 
so many people despise the time 
change twice a year.  Eliminating 
it is good only in theory — unless 
other states follow suit. 

If you make a quick trip to 
Yankton or Sioux City, there 
would be a time change when they 
observe Daylight Saving Time. One 
could argue that people who live in 
Western Nebraska deal with a time 
change on a daily basis between 
Mountain and Central time. They 
make do, and so could the rest of 
Nebraska. 

But do we really want to be the 
odd one? Do we want to make 
things more diffi  cult? Personally, 

I’d rather it was a federal change 
with every state ending Daylight 
Saving Time. That would simplify 
things. 

The question then becomes if 
Nebraska passes the bill, would 
that encourage other states to 
do the same? Arizona made the 
change about 40 years ago, so I 
doubt Nebraska would impact 
many other state’s opinions any 
quicker.

We polled ACN Facebook users 
over the weekend to gain insight on 
local opinion on ending the time 
change. There were 160 people in 
favor of it and just 21 against.

I can’t disagree with the popular 
opinion that it would be nice to 
keep the time the same all year 
long. But unless it’s a national 
change, I see it being a longterm 
issue rather a week of frustration 
as one’s body adjusts. 

Sen. Briese, I like what you are 
trying to do, but go big or go home 
on this one. Either talk to Sen. Deb 
Fischer or leave it alone. 

Go big or go home with
Daylight Saving Time

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 14 24 12 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 10 6 0 
Thursday,  Jan. 16 20 -8 3.5 in snow 
Friday,  Jan. 17 27 6 1 in snow  
Saturday,  Jan. 18 18 3 0  
Sunday, Jan. 19 7 -7 0 
Monday,  Jan. 20 10 -5 0 

WEATHER REPORT

Public may rent hunting equipment at UNL
Hunting equipment now is available 

for rent by the public at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s Outdoor Adventure 
Center.

Rental has been off ered to the university’s 
students for about a year, and recently 
expanded to allow the public to rent the 
equipment, too.

Micaela Rahe, R3 (Recruitment, 
Retention and Reactivation) coordinator 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, said this is the fi rst program of 
its kind in the state. “There are hunting gear 

rental programs for the public in other states, 
but until now nothing in Nebraska. We’re 
really excited about this.”

The available gear is a pop-up blind, 
layout blind, duck decoy set of 14 birds, and 
jake/hen turkey decoy combination. Each is 
individually available to the public for $6/
day, $12/three days or $16/week.

The equipment is available through a grant 
partnership between NWTF and the Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund.

The primary purpose of the rental program 
is to allow new hunters to give hunting a try 
without the need to purchase a lot of gear 

right away, Rahe said.
“You can try hunting here for a minimal 

cost and decide if that’s something you want 
to invest in,” she said.

To pick up equipment, hunters must visit 
the Outdoor Adventure Center in person. 
Reservations may be made over the phone for 
three-day or seven-day rentals.

The facility is located at 930 N. 14th St. 
in Lincoln and is open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on 
weekends. For more information or to make 
reservations, call the facility at 402-472-4777.

Sonnichsen said. “You could 
actually unzip them, get water in 
them, and they would stay afloat.” 

The training, of course, is to 
prepare the firemen for real-life 
situations. Sonnichsen said they’ve 
used the suits twice already--once 
to rescue someone whose vehicle 
left the road and ended up semi-
submerged in a local farm pond. 

Last year, the Niobrara 
Department received a rescue call 
about someone who had tried to 
drive through a flooded roadway, 
and whose vehicle got swept 
away. Fortunately, no one was 
in extreme danger, so the suits 
weren’t needed. “But the flooding 
was kind of a wake-up call that 
we potentially may need to use 
them,” according to Shane Hrbek, 
Niobrara fireman.

Creighton has practiced the 
rescue protocol several times 
before, so this time, they invited 
Niobrara’s firemen over so they 
could train, too.

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
and to be honest, I was probably 
a little nervous, especially about 
getting in the water. I’m not a big 
fan of water, so that’s something 
that was a little out of my comfort 
zone at first,,” said Hrbek.

Seeing that the ropes attached 
to him weren’t secured to anything 
permanent on land, raised his 
anxiety a little. The ropes were 

held only by the grips of the men 
on land; however, Hrbek was 
quick to add, “I completely trusted 
them.”

Hrbek said he and the others 
from Niobrara were all observers 
at first, as they needed to know the 
details, like how to securely latch 
the ropes onto their carabiners 
(metal loops with a spring-loaded 
latches) before venturing onto the 
ice and into the water; then, how 
to use the rope to drag the victim 
to safety.

“It was a little more complicated 
than it looked at first--figuring out 
how to fasten the rope correctly 
to the victim in the water,” Hrbek 
said. However, Creighton fireman 
Sam Davidson entered into the 
water with Hrbek to assist and 
demonstrate. After that, Hrbek 
said it became much easier to do all 
the necessary steps himself. David 
Johnson was the other Niobrara 
fireman who wore one of the suits 
and entered in the water. 

Sonnichsen emphasized that 
there are other factors that are 
important in such an intense 
emergency situation as well, like 
how quickly firemen can get the 
suits on, and using hand signals 
to communicate certain steps, so 
there isn’t a lot of yelling. 

“It’s important to keep the 
victim calm and focused, so we 
practice ways to do that as well,” 
he said.

If the ice around the hole is 

jagged, a special sled is helpful 
in extracting the victim, so they 
practice attaching the sled to the 
person in the water. 

During previous training 
sessions, some of Creighton’s 
own firemen have volunteered 
to be the “victim” in the frigid 
water. However, they wear the 
special waterproof suit to protect 
themselves. 

“Last year when we practiced 
this same drill, the ice (on Cory 
Horstmann’s pond) wasn’t as 
thick, so it was cracking as they 
went. But that’s usually when 
people fall in, when the ice is too 
thin to support them.”

However, crackling ice is no 
deterrent to the rescuers; in fact, if 
the ice breaks away as they go, they 
will swim to the victim, using the 
buoyancy of the suit. If there’s no 
ice, and it’s a flood water situation, 
the fire department relies on having 
quick access to flat-bottom boats, 
which several local citizens have 
ready to go in those situations.

Creighton has a team of six 
firefighters who went through the 
initial training in South Dakota and 
who are now certified. Those six 
-- Garrett Carpenter, Randy Ebel, 
Phil Ebel, Sam Davidson, Chad 
Horstmann, and Sonnichsen--
are the “traveling team,” should 
other towns need assistance 
with a rescue. However, several 
other volunteer firemen have 
participated in the on-site local 

training, so they are prepared, if 
needed.

The evening of this particular 
drill, 19 Creighton firemen 
volunteered to show up for it, as 
did 8 EMTS. “The EMTs respond 
with us to all of our calls, so it is 
important for them to be prepared 
and involved, as well,” Sonnichsen 
said.

Others from Niobrara who 
were there to be trained included 
Jacob Johnson, Nate Sandoz, Ron 
Atkins, and Steve Hrbek.

Niobrara hopes to go through 
additional training, as well as 
add more gear, which includes 
the specialized ropes (that don’t 
deteriorate after being exposed to 
water).  

“I intend to go back to our 
next meeting and tell them what 
a great experience we had during 
training in Creighton,” Hrbek said. 
“Once we tell them how effective 
the training is, that there’s no 
pressure, I'm sure they’ll be eager 
to do it, too.”

The hours that firemen and 
EMTs spend in training and 
executing extra drills are all 
volunteer efforts. No one is 
compensated for their work or 
their willingness to help others 
in these (and other) dangerous 
situations.

“Ultimately, you hope that you 
never need to use any of this, but 
it's best to be prepared for every 
situation. That’s why we train,” 

step onto the competition mat,” 
Todd said. “It was at Canton, S.D., 
and he happened to be the very 
first wrestler to compete that day, 
becoming the first for our new 
program.”

The program continued to 
grow, especially as Crofton/
Bloomfield saw success. After an 
11-place finish at state in 2018, 
team began rebuilding and didn’t 
qualify anyone in 2019. But this 
year saw three qualifiers and 
several others who just missed 
the mark. 

“Last year we didn’t 
qualify anyone, and we were 
disappointed, but that just fueled 
the fire to keep us going,” Tyson 
Sauser said. “But next year, we 
hopefully will get even more kids 
down here and get to the state 
duals. Just keep pushing.”

That’s something Todd said he 
doesn’t have to do with Tyson. 
He never has to push his son to 
work harder; Tyson has his own 
internal desire. 

“I have to give him credit. He’s 
one of the hardest-working kids 
on the mat,” Todd said. “I’ve never 
had to get him up in the morning 
to go lift and never had to get 
him to practice. He’s honestly 
the hard-working kid I’ve ever 
coached, and I’m not saying that 

as a dad, that’s as a coach.”
But as a father/coach, 

Thursday and Friday were 
grueling for Todd, especially the 
second round of consolations. 
With Tyson wrestling on Mat 10, 
Todd was in the front row of the 
end stands, yelling advice to his 
son and watching every move.

“Wow, the butterflies in my 
stomach,” he said. “It’s different 
when it’s your kid. You just want 
the best for him even that much 
more. When they make it this far, 
it’s awesome. But you do want to 
get at least one win under your 
belt when you get down here. I’ve 
been down here, so I know what it 
feels like.”

Although Todd wrestled in 
Lincoln at the Devaney Center, 
he did know exactly what his 
son was feeling, which Tyson 
admitted was beneficial for him. 
Whenever he has a question, 
Todd has been there to answer 
and help every step of the way. 
But most of all, he offers support 
and encouragement.

“He helps me a lot and answers 
all my questions,” Tyson said. 
“Every day I wake up and want 
to be on the mat. I want to 
get down here and win a state 
championship.”

- Continued From Page  1

Sauser
Antelope CountyPage 3 - Wednesday, August 14, 2019 Antelope County News

Antelope, Holt & Knox
$35.00

Other NE Counties
$37.00

Out of State
$40.00

College (9 months)
$29.00

Single Copy Sales
$1.00

The advertiser and agency agrees to defend and indemnify the publisher against 
any and all liability, loss or expense arising from claims of libel, unfair competition, 
unfair trade practices, infringement or trademarks, copyrights, trade names, 
resulting from the publication of the advertiser’s advertisement.

Antelope County News  
Orchard News

Neligh News & Leader
Clearwater Record-Ewing News

314 Main Street
Neligh, NE 68756

402-887-4000
news@myantelopecountynews.com

USPS #410-520, Copyright © 2019 by Pitzer Digital, LLC, is published 
weekly by Carrie Pitzer, 314 M Street, Neligh NE 68756. Call 402-887-4000 
to subscribe. Periodical postage is paid at Neligh, Nebraska. Carrie Pitzer

Publisher
& Owner

Wade Pitzer
Ad Director
& Owner

Knox County Residents $35.00
Other Nebraska Counties $37.00
Out of State/Dual Address $40.00
College (9 months) $29.00
Single Copy Sales $1.00

The advertiser and agency agrees to defend and indemnify the publisher against and all liability, loss or expense arising 
from claims of libel, unfair competition, unfair trade practices, infringement or trademarks, copyrights, trade names, 
resulting from the publication of the advertiser’s advertisement.

Knox County News/ Bloomfield News
110 N Broadway St. • PO Box 547

Bloomfield, NE 68718
402-373-2332

news@myknoxconews.com

Bloomfield Monitor/Knox County News, USPS #358-840, Copyright © 2019 by Pitzer Digital, 
LLC is published weekly by Carrie Pitzer, 110 N Broadway St, Bloomfield NE 68718. Business 
and Editorial Offices: 110 N Broadway St, Bloomfield NE 68718, Accounting and Circulation 
Offices: Carrie Pitzer, 314 M Street, Neligh NE 68756.

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher
& Owner

Wade Pitzer
Ad Director

& Owner

Jenny Higgins
Reporter

Jessy 
Hilkemeier

Reporter

Trisha Zach
Managing

Editor

Bailey Frey
Intern

Shelby Pitzer
Intern

Jenny Higgins
Managing 

Editor

Luke Jacobsen
Sports

Knox County Residents $35.00
Other Nebraska Counties $37.00
Out of State/Dual Address $40.00
College (9 months) $29.00
Single Copy Sales $1.00

The advertiser and agency agrees to defend and indemnify the publisher against and all liability, loss or expense arising 
from claims of libel, unfair competition, unfair trade practices, infringement or trademarks, copyrights, trade names, 
resulting from the publication of the advertiser’s advertisement.

Knox County News/ Bloomfield News
110 N Broadway St. • PO Box 547

Bloomfield, NE 68718
402-373-2332

news@myknoxconews.com

Bloomfield Monitor/Knox County News, USPS #358-840, Copyright © 2019 by Pitzer Digital, 
LLC is published weekly by Carrie Pitzer, 110 N Broadway St, Bloomfield NE 68718. Business 
and Editorial Offices: 110 N Broadway St, Bloomfield NE 68718, Accounting and Circulation 
Offices: Carrie Pitzer, 314 M Street, Neligh NE 68756.

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher
& Owner

Wade Pitzer
Ad Director

& Owner

Jenny Higgins
Reporter

Jessy 
Hilkemeier

Reporter

Trisha Zach
Managing

Editor

Bailey Frey
Intern

Shelby Pitzer
Intern

Trisha Zach
News

Shelby Pitzer
Accounting 

Intern

Janet Neuhaus
News

Judy Forbes
Advertising

Tiffany Pruitt
News

Angie Boyer
Graphic
Design

THEME: FAIRY TALE 
CREATURES

ACROSS
1. *Like many mythical 
creatures
6. Second mo
9. Spill the beans
13. Convex molding
14. “___ the President’s 
Men”
15. Ankle support, e.g.
16. Make a logical 
connection
17. *E.T.’s craft?
18. Des Moines native
19. *Fire-breather
21. *Household spirit
23. Tucker of “Modern 
Family”
24. Antonym of is
25. *Grimm’s Queen ____
28. Tailor-made
30. Showing on TV
35. “All’s well that ____ 
well”
37. Golly!
39. Punctuation mark
40. Seaport in Yemen
41. Hitching post?
43. Additionally
44. Poison ivy or Poison oak
46. One more than The 
Beatles

47. Hold as a conviction
48. *Mrs. Potts or her son 
Chip
50. Andrew Sean Greer’s 
2017 Pulitzer-winner novel
52. Toast choice
53. Jack and Jill’s water jug
55. “____ Now or Never”
57. *Horse’s cousin
61. *One of the seven dwarfs
64. Ascetic holy Hindu
65. HHS agency
67. Relating to #25 Across
69. Banana treat
70. Go bad
71. Australian canid
72. Lou of “Walk on the 
Wild Side” fame
73. Card in the hole?
74. “The Forsyte ____,” pl.
DOWN
1. Wisecrack
2. Like a zealous fan
3. Regular attendee
4. Hipbone-related
5. Cuban music genre, pl.
6. *Half-man, half-goat
7. *Santa’s helper
8. Splotches
9. Arch on a face
10. Croquet turf
11. Popular smoothie berry
12. Well, to Sofi a Loren
15. Relating to living 

organisms
20. Opposite of alpha
22. Genetic initials
24. Parents hope to do this 
with values
25. *Beauty’s beau
26. Empower
27. Dropsy
29. *Big Bad One
31. Yellow brick one
32. Feeling worse than 
before
33. *Like Curious George
34. *Garden dweller
36. Finger move
38. Moneyed one
42. Pine product
45. Choose not to do 
something, 2 words
49. Toni Morrison’s “____ 
Baby”
51. 1862 plots, for short
54. Prefi x for below
56. Old photo color
57. Stalin’s domain
58. Back of the neck
59. Not active
60. Past tense of chide
61. Fill beyond full
62. Sound of passing bullet
63. *Baba ____
66. *Who Bugs Bunny talks 
to?
68. Numbers, abbr.

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, April 7 78 45 0 
Wednesday, April 8 59 40 0 
Thursday,  April 9 45 30 0 
Friday, April 10 62 17 0 
Saturday, April 11 59 40 .14 P  
Sunday, April 12 32 24 .20 P 1.5 S 
Monday,  April 13 35 14 0 

WEATHER REPORT

“I thought it would be fun 
to have people nominate their 
healthcare heroes,” Schindler said. 
“I told them to make up 100 signs, 
and then I’d get with the ACN to get 
the word out. That’s when it kind 
of exploded and was even bigger 

than I could have imagined.”
Nelson said it was fun to watch 

signs pop up online, though 
she's most excited to see them in 
Creighton and Knox County.

"I wanted to acknowledge the 
community of Creighton and our 
great healthcare workers, so I 

wanted on in the driveway of the 
nursing home and hospital," she 
said. "It makes my heart smile 
to know I was just a little part in 
brightening a few communities. 
Hopefully, these healthcare 
workers know how thankful we are 
for them on the front lines." 

operate,” he said. “When we decided to do this for 
Bloomfi eld and Wakefi eld — the two communities 
we operate in — I requested we spread it out to cover 
the towns around Bloomfi eld because the community 
people live in is the area, not just the town.”

On Wednesday, Creighton, Plainview, Hartington, 
Emerson, Allen and Wayne will have sites for 
distribution. On Thursday, more sites will be at 
Crofton, Wausa and Osmond.

Looking at the towns receiving food, Melena said 
it’s not a coincidence that many of those communities 
sent fi refi ghters to Bloomfi eld just weeks ago as 
mutual aid when Michael Foods battled a historic fi re. 

“Many of the towns we’re distributing in are also 
the towns that helped us in our time of need when 
they sent their fi re departments about 45 days ago,” he 
said. “This is a way to give back to those communities. 
I think it tells people a lot about the company we work 

for. We’re very, very pleased to be able to do this.”
Melena said the food boxes contain about 40 

pounds of food and contain items that normally go to 
a restaurant, which means the quantity will go toward 
several meals. He said it contains a 2 pound carton of 
pasteurized liquid eggs; hard cooked, peeled eggs; a 
container of refrigerated mashed potatoes; shredded 
potatoes; and diced potatoes.

Melena said with plants and farms all over the 
U.S., similar food distributions are occurring in 
multiple states, including Texas, Iowa, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Minnesota. He said about 15,000 
families will receive the food boxes.

“This is our appreciation for all that these 
communities do for us. It’s a way to give back,” he 
said. “Some of these are family members and friends 
of our employees and others are farmers who we buy 
corn from. This is our appreciation of them.”

With Two Locations to Serve You!
Filips Vision Source-
Hartington
202 S. Robinson
P.O.Box 548
Hartington, NE 68739
Phone: 402-254-2020 
or 877-254-2015 

Filips Vision Source-
Creighton
817 Main Street
P.O. Box 87
Creighton, NE 68729
Phone: 402-358-3700
www.FilipsVisionSource.comRoger Filips, O.D., F.A.A.O.

Filips Vision Source is open on a limited basis, 
but we are still here for you! 

For the safety of our patients, we are slowing our 
schedule to allow time to disinfect between 

appointments. We will take your temperature, ask 
screening questions and wear masks. 

We understand eye problems do not stop during a 
pandemic and we will stay open as long as we safely can. 

Dr. Filips is available after hours for emergencies, whenever he is 
in town. Please, call his home phone.

Covid-19 has changed the way we do 
things, but we are still here for you!

- Continued From Page  1

Sign

In the last two weeks, it feels in some ways as 
though nothing has really changed, but in some ways, 
things seem to be changing by the minute. 

I reached out to some 
friends in the agribusiness 
and small business 
communities, and compiled 
some information for small 
business owners relating to 
resources available to you. 

Businesses, including 
farms, with less than 
500 employees qualify 
for Paycheck Protection 
Program Loans (to keep 
employees on payroll) under 

the $349 billion Small Business Administration 
(SBA) loan program. However, most farms would 
be excluded from Economic Injury Disaster Loans 
(EIDL), according to analysis by the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, if SBA doesn’t expand annual 
receipts. But lawmakers and farm groups stress 
Congress intended to make the 3% loans available to 
farmers. Any change to EIDL eligibility could be part 
of a Phase 4 aid package, though that will take time 
to be enacted.

Furthermore, the Paycheck Protection Program 
appears to also apply to the wages or income of an 
owner-operator, including the self-employed.  

While I serve you in the Nebraska Legislature, 
my offi  ce and I are keeping up with news about the 
economic recovery actions at the federal level, but 
details are still coming out about some of the aspects 
of the act. I will keep you updated as I learn more, but 
your local banker may be the best resource to start 
with. Don’t hesitate to reach out to my offi  ce with 
questions on any topic. 

We also should focus on the good things we’re 
hearing from the hard-hit areas. In Washington state, 
eff orts to practice social distancing and reduce the 

spread meant that an “overfl ow” hospital set up by 
the Army to handle patients was not needed, because 
hospitals in the area were able to handle the patient 
fl ow. 

Hopefully, by the time this column goes to print, 
the news of a slowing curve in New York will also 
continue. These are good reminders that, by following 
the recommendations of medical professionals, 
we can get through this sooner, as infection rates 
stabilize. By staying home, we are reducing hospital 
admissions by reducing car accidents and other 
traumatic injuries, and not catching or spreading 
other conditions like the cold and fl u, which would 
otherwise require hospitalization for some. The 
sooner Nebraska is free of new COVID-19 cases, the 
sooner we can begin to return to the Good Life as we 
all know and love it.

I want to recognize the sacrifi ces everyone is 
making, and to thank you all. This time is hard on 
everyone, but few more so than those who are still out 
there working to keep things moving. 

We owe a lot to our fi rst responders, doctors, 
nurses, and other medical staff , truck drivers, 
warehouse workers, grocery store employees, roads 
maintenance crews, utility workers, bankers, farmers 
and ranchers, and many more. Some things cannot 
be stopped or slowed no matter what, and we owe the 
deepest gratitude to those risking their health and 
that of their loved ones to keep us all safe, fed, and 
healthy.

Lastly, there is still unfi nished business in the 
Legislature, although we do not yet know when we 
will reconvene. As soon as it is prudent to do so, the 
Speaker plans to call the Legislature to meet once 
more, and I very much look forward to again fi ghting 
for the interests of each and every one of you.

As always, you can reach me at tbriese@leg.ne.gov 
or by leaving a message at (402)471-2631.

TOM BRIESE
STATE SENATOR

SBA needs to expand receipts
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blood drive planned
The American Red Cross 
Bloodmobile will be at the 
Bloomfi eld Community Center 
on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
from noon until 6 p.m. Please 
come and donate.

Summer ball
Boys and girls are invited 
to register for the 2019 
Bloomfi eld summer youth 
ball program.  Registration 
forms  are available at the 
Bloomfi eld City offi ces and 
school.

Alumni banquet
BHS Alumni Banquet
Save the date and make 
plans to attend this year’s 
BHS Alumni Banquet.  A meal 
of roast beef, mash potatoes 
and gravy, corn, bun, and 
dessert will follow at 6pm. 
Tickets will be $19 each and 
will go on sale April 1. If you 
have any questions call Sandi 
Miller at 402-640-0615.

Legals in this issue
• Creighton school, minutes & 
bills
• Creighton City, minutes & bills
• Bloomfi eld water
• Creighton Water
• Bloomfi eld Airport
• Turn to 6 & 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

BLOOMFIELD

Preschool registration
Creighton Public Preschool is 
currently taking registrations 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
must be 4 by July 31, 2020. 
To register please call 
Creighton Public Schools at 
358-5001.  

St. Ludger 
St. Ludger Elementary is  
currently taking registration 
for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. Preschoolers 
need to be 4 by July 31, 
2021.

KNOX COUNTY
Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Two Locations!
    Bloomfield    Creighton
402-373-2332 402-358-5520

www.PitzerDigital.com

Second COVID-19 positive test reported
By KCN STAFF

news@myknoxconews.com
A second positive test for COVID-19 was reported in 

Knox County this week.
The North Central District Health Department 

announced that they were notifi ed of the positive test on 
Tuesday. NCDHD reported the person is a Knox County 
man in his 30s who recently traveled to another state where 
there is community transmission of the virus. He is self-
isolating at home.

The health department released the only known 
community exposure times, which is low risk, related to the 
case are the following:

• Sunday, March 15th from 9:30 AM-11:30 AM at Country 
Market in Bloomfi eld, NE

• Saturday, March 14th from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at 
Dollar General in Hooper, NE

“At this time, general risk to the community remains 
low, however NCDHD encourages the community to self-
monitor their symptoms,” the press release stated. “All 

identifi ed close contacts will self-quarantine (stay home) 
and be actively monitored twice daily by public health 
offi  cials for fever and respiratory symptoms.”

A 16-year-old boy from Crofton, who was Knox 
County’s fi rst positive case and had been treated in the 
Biocontainment Unit, was discharged Monday after three 
negative tests for COVID-19, according to the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. 

Widespread closures began across the county this week, 
including all Knox County schools and several businesses. 

Bloomfi eld Community School announced they will be 
closed for a minimum of two weeks, starting March 17. 
Grades 7-12 will follow e-learning via zoom and will follow 
their regular schedule. K-6 students were sent home with 
enrichment work. Parent Teacher Conferences will be at 
the scheduled time via phone conferences. Bloomfi eld 
Community Schools are off ering school lunches during 
their time of closure. Go to Bloomfi eld Schools website or 

Schools close two weeks for social distancing

Icebergs remained for weeks after the fl ood of the Niobara River. - Please see FLOOD, page 2

'People love it here, and they’re not willing to just give up'
FLOOD: ONE YEAR LATER

HELPING BACK HOME
Creighton graduate Erin (Best) 
Pulec brought a semi full of 
donations to Verdigre in May.

HIGHWAYS FLOODED
Highway 84 near Bloomfi eld was 
also under water on March 13, 
2019, thank to the bomb cyclone. 

FARM FAMILY
Willard Ruzicka of Verdigre 
was among the many long-time 
farmers who witnessed icebergs 
destroying their home. 

County rebounds from historic fl ood
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
It's been little more than a year the Spencer Dam broke loose, 

unleashing the raging water and chunks of ice that ravaged homes, 
farmland, livestock, streets, parks, bridges, businesses and lives.

Since then Niobrara residents, along with hundreds of volunteers, 
have worked tirelessly to restore and rebuild what was destroyed. And 
now, even when spring reports suggest that the river level might rise 
once again, it doesn’t seem to dampen their spirits.

“Niobrara is a river town. We’ve always been a river town,” says 
Mona Weatherwax, the Village Clerk of Niobrara. “When the town fi rst 
fl ooded way back in March of 1881, they put the buildings on skids and 
just moved it to a diff erent location.  People love it here, and they’re not 
willing to just give up on it.”

Tony Tschirren, a NDOT (Nebraska Department of Transportation), 
supervisor said he doesn’t have anxiety about any forecasted weather 
causing the same kind of catastrophe. “We’re so far ahead of where we 
were at this time last year, as far as the ground thawing out and everything; 
I don’t think we are worried about the same thing happening.”

Also, the proven resilience of the community could be what keeps 
residents focusing on the positives. Instead of dwelling on the fact that 

KCN FILE PHOTOS
Tony Tschirren fi lls a pump with gas in an attempt to pump water near Maiden's Leap on Highway 12 near Niobrara on Tuesday. Tschirren, who 
oversees the Nebraska Department of Roads in this area and graduate from Niobrara, said, "This is absolutely insane. I've never seen anything like 
this before."

COURTESY SHANE GRECKEL

COURTESY LORI KNIGGE

SOURCE: CDC- Please see REPORTED, page 2

Sunday
  High 43
  Low: 31
  Precip: 20%

Friday
  High 20
  Low: 8
  Precip: 10%

Saturday
  High 32
  Low: 24
  Precip: 0%

KNOX COUNTY

PHOTOS BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
The Nebraska National Guard assisted the North Central District Health De-
partment last week with COVID-19 tests in Bloomfi eld.

There were no positive COVID-19 tests last week 
during the health department's event in Bloomfi eld.

North Central District Health Department 
(NCDHD) with assistance from the Nebraska National 
Guard conducted COVID-19 sample testing in O’Neill 
and Bloomfi eld for the NCDHD district on Friday.

"Because of all the hard work and diligence our 
community members are exercising with social 
distancing practices and following the Directed 
Health Measures, we are pleased to report zero 
confi rmed COVID-19 results from the testing event," 
the release stated.

NCDHD said there is an increased number of 
positive cases in neighboring district communities in 
areas such as Norfolk, Dakota City, and Grand Island. 
NCDHD is encouraging our district community 
members to continue to practice social distancing, 
follow the directed health measures, shop local, wear 
face coverings in public, remain with your nuclear 
family and we will continue to fl atten the curve.

NCDHD said the testing that was completed 
during the event was a snapshot sample. This doesn’t 

Voter registration
Anyone wishing to vote at 
the Primary Election on 
May 12, must be registered 
at the Knox County Clerk's 
Offi ce by no later than 
Friday, May 1.

Filing deadline
2020 Nebraska Personal 
Property Assessment fi ling 
deadline is May 1st, 2020. 
Submit current itemized 
depreciation worksheet 
to the Assessor’s Offi ce 
by mail, fax, or email. The 
courthouse is temporarily 
closed to the public. 

Extension reminder
The Knox County 
Courthouse is locked, but 
the offi ces are staffed. 
The Extension Offi ce has 
staff both in the offi ce 
and working remotely, 
so you may contact the 
offi ce by phone or email. 
Correspondence can be 
emailed, mailed, or put 
in the drop box on the 
south side of the Annex 1 
building.

No positives reported at Bloomfi eld testing

Sunday
  High 68
  Low: 46
  Precip: 10%

Friday
  High 60
  Low: 40
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 63
  Low: 38
  Precip: 10%

- Please see  SIGNS, page 2

COURTESY PHOTO
Bloomfi eld rescue personnel 
assisted with helping a resident 
stuck in an elevator last week at 
Mainview Apartments.

- Please see  ELEVATOR, page 2

BLOOMFIELD

CLASS OF 2020

By GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

Mainview Apartment residents 
in Bloomfi eld were receiving food 
boxes from the Michaels Food 
giveaway when some noticed a 
terrible noise coming from inside 
the elevator last week.

Gerre Campbell, the manager 
at Mainview, said the elevator 
was serviced earlier in the day,  
but with a thirty-nine year old 
elevator, "you just never know."

Campbell said the elevator 
was working great until later 
that afternoon. She turned off  
the power while checking it and 
then heard banging on the wall, 
realizing someone was stuck 
inside the dark elevator. 

Campbell said her husband, 
Jack, grabbed the elevator key and 
headed up to the second fl oor to 
try and unlock it. When he opened 
the doors, he saw the elevator car 
was stuck between the second and 
third fl oors. The tenant had about 
a four foot drop to stable ground. 

“I then decided it was time to 
call the fi re department and get a 
couple guys to help us out,” Gerre 
said.

Within fi ve minutes, two fi re 
trucks, the ambulance, along with 
nearly a dozen fi re and rescue 
volunteers arrived to assist.  Two 
fi remen climbed a ladder to the 
tenant and helped her out of the 
elevator. 

Resident 
gets stuck 
in elevator
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Senior year not what anyone expected
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
When schools fi rst shut their doors in 

March, due to the COVID-19 circumstances, 
students, teachers, and parents all 
speculated about what would become of the 
remainder of the school year. 

Almost immediately, the only contact 
that students had with classmates or 
instructors was virtually; and day by 
day, new restrictions were announced--
extracurricular activities were suspended, 
prom was cancelled, and hopes of returning 
to normalcy were diminished. 

Seniors, in particular, found themselves 
missing out  on some of the traditional 
end-of-the year events, including their fi nal 
season in athletics or activities. But amidst 
it all, communities and schools have shown 
their support for students, and some area 
schools decided to honor their seniors in a 
unique way--by “being the light.” 

On April 20th at 8:20 p.m., schools 
turned on the lights at the football fi eld and 
encouraged people to drive past the fi eld 
and honk to acknowledge the seniors. In 
both Creighton and Bloomfi eld, the schools 

lit up their scoreboards to read 20-20, and 
3rd down with 1 to go.  

This event, intended to remind seniors 
that people do care, also provided the 
opportunity for seniors to refl ect on the 
events of 2020. The following were willing 
to share their thoughts about what has 
transpired. 

Braden Eisenhauer, senior at Bloomfi eld 
High School, said that when he fi rst found 
out that they wouldn’t be returning to 
school, he felt depressed. “I had a bad 

ALEX HOMAN, 
CREIGHTON

"With video chat 
meetings, the teachers 

can do pretty much 
everything they were 

doing in the classroom."

THAD HAZEN, 
CREIGHTON

"When I fi rst heard it, I 
thought, ‘great!' Now, 

I’m not sure how I’ll feel, 
when looking back on 

this in the future."

BRADEN EISENHAUER, 
BLOOMFIELD

"Adversity happens in 
life, but how I overcome 
it will determine how I 

live my life. Good things 
can come out of bad 

circumstances."

BRIAN JOHNSON, 
CREIGHTON

"I now appreciate my 
family, friends, teachers, 

coaches, church, 
community, activities 

and little blessings in a 
much truer way."

TERANCE 
BURRELL-SCHROEDER, 

CREIGHTON
"We keep each other 

updated on what’s going 
on in these hard times."

- Please see  SENIORS, page 2

New drop box
The City of Bloomfi eld has 
installed a locked drop box 
located right outside the city 
offi ces for water payments 
and other items.

Public meeting
Mayor and City Council of 
Bloomfi eld will hold a public 
hearing at the City Council 
Chambers on Monday, May 
11, at 7 p.m.  The hearing 
will be held during the 
regular city council meeting. 

CREIGHTON
Public meeting
North Central Public Power 
District board of directors 
will be held on Monday, 
April 27. At 6:30 p.m. at the 
district offi ce in Creighton.



that day. Nobody could make me feel better.”  
Having to miss out on his fi nal season of his 
athletic career was especially disappointing. 
However, Eisenhauer said he has adjusted to 
spending his days doing classes online and 
working out when those are over. “I’m happy 
that I can still interact with my teachers and 
classmates,” he said. He also has learned to 
appreciate the sense of responsibility it instills, 
of having to complete work independently and 
ignore all the distractions.  “I have learned that 
some things in life are not always going to go 
the way I want them to, but I have to make the 
best of the opportunity that is in front of me. 
Adversity happens in life, but how I overcome 
it will determine how I live my life. Good things 
can come out of bad circumstances,” he said. 

BRIAN JOHNSON, senior at Creighton 
High School, acknowledges that this situation 
has been very unique.  “Adjusting was hard 
to begin with, but I have really learned a lot.”  
Johnson said that having a little more time and 
fewer places to be, he’s had more time to put 
some serious thought into what’s important to 
him. 

“Because of this, I now appreciate my family, 
friends, teachers, coaches, church, community, 
activities and little blessings in a much truer 

way.”  He admits that there have been some 
sad times and disappointments, but overall, 
“the love of God and gratitude outweigh the 
negatives. He added: “I know that I will never 
again catch myself saying, ‘I don't want to go to 
school tomorrow.’"   

ALEX HOMAN, senior at Creighton High 
School, said that he is adjusting well to the 
online classes.  “With video chat meetings, the 
teachers can do pretty much everything they 
were doing in the classroom. Plus, the teachers 
are available, and they are doing a great job,” 
Homan said. He added that he was looking 
forward to some special events, especially 
their senior trip, prom, FFA State convention 
and annual banquet, and of course, having a 
traditional graduation. If there’s anything that 
has made him sad about how this year has 
ended, Homan said “it’s not getting to see my 
classmates as often, or to say, ‘good-bye’.”

He tries not to dwell on it, as he spends his 
time now completing his homework, working 
for people, and completing track workouts. 
(Homan signed his letter of intent to pole vault 
for the University of Nebraska-Kearney.)

THAD HAZEN, senior at CHS, recalls 
when he fi rst found out from Principal Ryon 
Nilson that school had been dismissed.  “When 

I fi rst heard it, I thought, ‘great!’”  Now, he says, 
“I’m not sure how I’ll feel, when looking back 
on this in the future.”  

He said that what disappointed him the most 
was not getting to participate in his fi nal season 
of track. “I had some goals set,” he said.

Hazen said he is adjusting to the virtual 
classes, and spends his time either working 
on homework, or working full time spreading 
fertilizer. He still hopes that some type of 
graduation gets scheduled, which he says 
seems like a possibility since no decisions have 
been made otherwise.

TERANCE BURRELL-SCHROEDER, 
a senior at CHS, recalls getting notifi ed about 
shutting down their senior year through a 
group chat with his classmates. “We keep each 
other updated on what’s going on in these hard 
times,” he said. 

Like others Terance has been fi nding 
additional ways to occupy his time. “I’ve been 
spending most of my time at work at Dollar 
General, or at home playing video games, or 
watching tv, and working out.”

As far as his fi nal athletic season getting cut 
short, he said, “I was really looking forward to 
track. At fi rst I didn’t know if I wanted to, but 
when I decided I did, I was excited to start.”
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Seniors

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 

Garriann
Edholm

News

- Continued From Page  1

Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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Recovery

laughed. Brian added with 
a chuckle, “They had this 
hypnotizing eff ect on me.”

After doing some research and 
asking around, the couples came 
across Randy and Tara Cipriano, 
who have been raising llamas in 
Garland, Nebraska since 1986. 
They started out with two, and 
now have a herd of 130 plus. Randy 
travels to Argentina and Chile to 
pick out his llamas to bring back to 
Garland to breed. 

The Davises fi rst showed up at 
Cipriano’s with an idea of the age 
of the llama they wanted and a 
budget. They ended up purchasing 

Golden Boy and Barack, who were 
both 6 months of age. 

When Lori found out Brenda, 
her friend since childhood, had a 
llama she said, “If Brenda gets a 
llama, I want a llama too.” 

That's when Temptress was 
purchased. Her name and 
beautiful white coat were the 
deciding factors for their fi rst 
female of the group. She was 2 
years old when she was purchased 
with an end goal of breeding her. 

On Saturday night, the animals 
will make their television debut 
on “Heartland Docs, DVM.” The 
program has local appeal, as it 

focuses on a pair of Hartington 
veterinarians, Ben and Erin 
Schroeder, and the work they do in 
the area.  

Brian has been using the 
Schroeder’s veterinarian services 
for their horses, and then for the 
llamas, when needed.  Before 
they had any knowledge of the 
show, the Davises asked Ben and 
Erin to ultrasound Temptress to 
make sure she was bred. Then, it 
just so happened that Brian and 
Brenda had their dogs over at the 
Heartland Docs offi  ce on a day 
of fi lming. The vets asked if the 
couples and their llamas would 
be interested in being part of the 
show. Of course, they agreed.

The fi rst episode consists of 
the couples hauling their llamas 
over to Heartland Docs’ offi  ce for 
wellness checkups. According to 
Brian, a day of fi lming is no easy 
task. It's redoing the same thing 
over and over for 6-8 hours, for 
just a few minutes of TV time. 
However, they’ve truly enjoyed 
working with the crew. 

“We’re just having a lot of fun 
with it,” Brian said. 

Brenda added, “Ben and Erin 
are such good good people, so any 
positive press we can get here is a 
plus by just telling our stories of 
farming and farm work.” 

National Geographic held a 
premiere party at the Hartington 
Hotel, which Ben and Erin 
remodeled as part of their side 
hobby. There were top executives 
from National Geographic 
there and everyone who made 
an appearance on the show. 
The Davises and Mosses taped 
numerous episodes and have made 

their llamas little “reality stars.”
According to all, these animals 

and their friendship have been a 
unique bonding, memory-making 
experience. 

The Davises recalled when they 
fi rst brought the llamas to their 
farm in Bloomfi eld, they were 
pretty skittish, as it takes a lot of 
time and handling to get them 
tame. 

Veterinarian Lori Moss 
concurred. “They like to have 
interaction with humans by 
pushing their nose against your 
nose,” she said. “So when we go 
out to see them, we lean forward, 
put our nose out there and they 
will reach out and put their nose 
against our respective noses.”  

Whether it’s just a stereotype or 
not, llamas do have a reputation 
for spitting at people.  Brenda says 
she's only seen Temptress “spit” 
twice. One time actually makes 
the show, when the Heartland 
Docs were trying to give her some 
deworming medication and she 
spit it right back out. The other 
was when the boys got a little too 
close to her during her pregnancy. 

However, according to Lori, 
llamas don’t usually spit at 
humans. They tend to save it for 
members of their own species. 
Instead of spitting, they actually 
do a lot of humming.

 “Llamas use humming as their 
way of communicating and tend to 
hum for a variety of reasons,” says 
Monte. Mamas hum to greet their 
babies, but also when tired and 
cautious.

Tune in on Saturday night to 
see all of their antics capture for 
reality television.

KNOX COUNTYKNOX COUNTY NEWS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020 - PAGE 2

10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property

Heart Healthy 

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Reality TV

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Feb. 4 25 13 0 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 32 13 0 
Thursday,  Feb. 6 40 10 0 
Friday,  Feb. 7 31 15 0  
Saturday,  Feb. 8 38 9 0  
Sunday, Feb. 9 32 20 0 
Monday,  Feb. 10 39 12 0 

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

ACROSS
1. Sell illegally
6. Crime scene evidence
9. “From California to 

the New York Island,” e.g.
13. Berth deck in relation 

to poop deck
14. Poetic over
15. Chocolate cake 

ingredient
16. Like Solitaire player
17. Go a-courting
18. Packing
19. *”Go Tell It on the 

Mountain” author
21. *South Africa’s fi rst 

black president
23. Bag, ‡ Paris
24. Schooner pole
25. #1 on Billboards 

Chart, e.g.
28. One way to memorize
30. *Civil rights activist 

and Ferguson opponent
35. Single pip cards
37. Give a shot of 

novocaine
39. Call forth
40. Long John Silver’s 

walk
41. Sauna product
43. Dashing style
44. Pariah, for medical 

reasons
46. Back arrow key
47. As opposed to gross
48. Kane and Goldberg, 

TV characters

50. Georgia ____ 
university

52. Poseidon’s domain
53. MXN, as in currency
55. Snowman Olaf’s fa-

vorite thing
57. *2019 eponymous 

movie character
61. Errand runner, at 

court
65. Matter of debate
66. Harry Potter’s 

Hedwig
68. Ineff ectual vomiting
69. Giblets part
70. *Famous movie di-

rector, Spike
71. Ruhr’s industrial 

center
72. Played at military 

funerals
73. Flow alternative
74. Nostradamus and 

such
DOWN
1. Hunk of something
2. Flavored with kola 

nuts
3. Absent without leave
4. Gives a helping hand
5. Antebellum
6. Pillow fi ller
7. ____colonial or 

____classical
8. Oven emanation?
9. Lady’s man
10. Ne plus ultra
11. Famous Coward
12. Man Ray’s genre
15. Back of a saddle

20. Popular Byzantine 
artwork

22. Nile viper
24. Reminder of times 

past
25. *First African 

American to win Best Actress 
Oscar

26. More slippery
27. Allegro and lento, in 

music
29. *Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, 1984
31. Like fair share
32. Arch and ball loca-

tion, pl.
33. *On Debi Thomas’ 

foot when she won Olympic 
medal

34. Busybody, in Yiddish
36. Work detail
38. Bid, past tense
42. Coff ee shop order
45. D’Artagnan’s weapon 

of choice
49. Get the picture
51. *Harlem Renaissance 

poet
54. Fur shawl
56. Canada fl yers
57. Handle of #45 Down
58. Most populous 

continent
59. Invitation request
60. Regrets
61. Commoner
62. Diamond’s corner
63. Walkie-talkie word
64. Japanese money, pl.
67. *Du Bois

 150245

 2601 South 13th St.
 Norfolk, NE 68701

 402-371-1306

 www.JerrysTrailers.com

 • FREE ADMISSION
 • INDOOR SHOWROOM
 • SALES REPS ON HAND
 •  SPECIAL FINANCING!

 February 13th-15th
 10am to 7pm

 February 16th
 Noon to 6pm

 All New Lines On Sale Including:
 Alpine, Brookstone, 

 Avalanche,
 Coachmen Chaparral

 Coachman - Freedom Express, 
 Durango Gold, 2500, 1500, 

 East to west, Wildwood, 
 Wildwood FSX

So she advises everyone “to fi nd out what 
works best for you; although every exercise we 
do can be modifi ed.”

Jen is a self-taught, self-motivated trainer 
who is certifi ed to teach a variety of exercise 
courses.  Although most of her classes have 
intimidating titles—like “Bootcamp” and 
“Insanity,” she insists that her classes are 
designed for people of all levels of fi tness to 
participate.

“Jen always demonstrates low-impact 
moves for those who don’t want high impact,” 
according to Monica Morrill, one of Jen’s loyal 
attendees.

Participants in Wortman’s classes range 
in age, but if anyone has doubts about being 
too old or too out of shape, she points out the 
experience of one former member, who was 67 
years old when she started.

“She didn’t have a lot of strength, so when we 
did pushups, she would just do those against 
the wall. It wasn’t long before she could get up 
and down off  the fl oor easily, and could even do 
pushups,” Wortman said.

In addition to gaining strength, Wortman 
says there are just so many benefi ts to exercising 

regularly: it helps reduce blood pressure, 
strengthens the heart, decreases the risk of 
diabetes, improves metabolism, and helps in 
maintaining a healthy body weight.

“I’m not sure what the cons are. I get that 
people are reluctant at fi rst. But I think people 
just have to schedule it into their day, so they 
don’t talk themselves out of it,” she said.

Jen’s knows the truth of this on a personal 
level. Her own mother had a heart condition 
and surgery recently, but is now taking the time 
to workout, eat more nutritious meals, and is 
feeling much healthier and optimistic about 
life, according to her daughter.

Jen acknowledges that her own motivation 
came six years ago, when she knew she needed 
to make some changes in her own lifestyle, 
when she wasn’t happy with the way she looked 
or felt. She started paying closer attention to 
her meals, but then she also stepped out of her 
comfort zone and into the exercise arena in a 
bold way. 

After participating in just one ‘Shaun T’ class 
(who is famous for his BeachBody videos), she 
fell in love with it. 

“Then there was a Shaun T training class in 
Lincoln, so I decided to go. All by myself.”

It wasn’t just a follow-along-with-Shaun-T 

kind of experience... Wortman says she had to 
learn the various moves that day, get instruction 
on how to teach the classes, take a written test, 
then split up into groups to practice.

“And then we actually had to take turns 
teaching the class to small groups,” Wortman 
said.

In the end, she became certifi ed to teach 
“Insanity,”  so when she returned to Creighton, 
she started advertising her class.

Monica Morrill said she started attending 
Jen’s “Insanity” class almost 3 years ago after 
several participants told her it was an excellent 
workout and also fun.

“Jen works hard at trying to schedule classes 
to accommodate everyone.” Morrill said. 

Wortman now teaches 13 classes (per week) 
in the morning and afternoons, sometimes two 
in a row, which she admits can be a little trying 
at times. But then again, she can’t imagine 
a diff erent lifestyle, as she appreciates the 
benefi ts. 

“Working out in a group is easier and more 
fun. It helps keep you motivated,” said Morrill.

Jen is married to Greg Wortman, and they 
have 3 kids: Brady (21), Caden (18), and Cassidy 
(15). 

- Continued From Page  1

Calendar Changes
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As Principal Nilson pointed out, 
“We’re always looking for ways to 
help students, especially if they’re 
struggling.”

Superintendent Thompsen also 
off ered the Board his evaluation 
of Ryon Nilson’s performance 
as principal, noting that Nilson 
had reached the six goals they 
had discussed and reviewed 
together. Upon Thompsen’s 
recommendation, and supported 
unanimously by the Board, Nilson 
will receive a 3% raise in pay.  

Thompsen also reported that 
he had received 13 applications 
for the open P.E. position. “We 
have several good candidates,” 
Thompsen said.  He expects to 
narrow the fi eld down to 3 or 4 and 

begin interviews soon.

Nilson also explained that 
security systems were in place, 
thanks to funding support from the 
Cooper Foundation, the Booster 
Club, and the school, in order to 
provide community access to the 
building. Patrons can get a fob, 
which provides keyless entry to 
the facility, which gains them 
entrance to the multi-purpose 
room for things like exercise 
sessions, meetings, etc.  The cost 
for “renting” the fob is $50 (plus an 
initial cost of $25 for set-up fees) 
and requires some paperwork to 
be fi lled out in advance. That gives 
the person access from August 1 to 
July 31.  And for security purposes, 
the cameras also record the person 
entering and using the building.  

Guilty Plea
- Continued From Page  1
mother upon returning to 
Yankton.  On Nov.r 4, 2018, at 
approximately 10 p.m., Hunhoff  
left her mother’s residence, alone, 
to drive home to Yankton.  She did 
not call her mother as she did not 
make it home.  Having not heard 
from her daughter, her mother 
began repeatedly calling her phone 
to determine her whereabouts.  All 
calls were unanswered.

James and other men were 
near Hunhoff ’s mother’s residence 
as she was leaving.  James 
and another man encountered 
Hunhoff  outside of the residence 
and got into her car with her 
inside. James, Hunhoff , and 
another man traveled to Norfolk, 
arriving at about 11:00 p.m. When 
they arrived in Norfolk, James 
remained in the vehicle, and the 
other man left the vehicle.  James 
drove Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle, 
with her inside, to the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska. 

During the early morning hours 
of November 5, 2018, while on the 
Santee Sioux Indian Reservation, 
James killed Phyllis Hunhoff .  
He stabbed her with a knife and 
strangled her.  She died in her 
vehicle as a result of the bleeding 
and strangulation.  James drove 
Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle to a 
gas station on the Santee Sioux 
Indian Reservation.  Video from 

the gas station showed James 
putting gasoline into her vehicle 
and driving away.  Later, James 
returned in the same vehicle to the 
gas station and pumped gasoline 
into a soda bottle.  James put the 
bottle containing the gasoline into 
the vehicle.  He then drove to a 
wooded location on the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska, where he set 
fi re to Hunhoff ’s body and her 
vehicle to conceal evidence of the 
murder.  He abandoned the body 
and vehicle and left the area.

Law enforcement offi  cers 
investigated the murder and 
obtained evidence, including 
surveillance footage of James at 
the gas station during the early 
morning hours of November 5, 
2018.  Santee Police recovered 
the shirt James was wearing when 
he killed Phyllis Hunhoff  from a 
trash receptacle.  Her DNA was on 
James’ shirt.  James’s DNA was 
on clothing Phyllis Hunhoff  was 
wearing when he killed her. 

United States Attorney Joe Kelly 
expressed his appreciation for the 
hard work and cooperation of 
multiple law enforcement agencies 
in both Nebraska and South 
Dakota.  “The quick and thorough 
work of these agencies, coupled 
thereafter with the acquisition 
of digital evidence, resulted in 
holding James accountable for 
this horrifi c crime and tragic loss 
for the Hunhoff  family,” Kelly said.

FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Kristi Johnson added, “The FBI’s 
partnership with the Santee Sioux 
Nation Tribal Police, Knox County 
Sheriff , and Nebraska State 
Patrol were vital to the success 
of this investigation. So long as 
our Native American partners 
face terrible crimes like this on 
reservation land, the FBI stands 
ready to work alongside them as 
we together seek justice for all.”

The case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Nebraska State Patrol, Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Santee 
Sioux Nation Tribal Police, 
Yankton County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
Yankton Police Department 
(South Dakota), Norfolk Police 
Department, the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center, the 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal, and 
the Lincoln Police Department.
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Buck-out Bull Riding
Knox County Rodeo 
Association brings you to 
Bloomfi eld Buck-out Bull 
Riding at the Harm & Tulleys 
Event Center Bloomfi eld 
February 29. Gates open at 
5 pm and the event begins at 
6:00pm. $10 admission 5 and 
under free. Prairie Thunder 
Band by The Bloomfi eld Fire 
Department at the American 
Legion Post Pavilion 9 p.m. to 
midnight. $10.00 at the door. 

Legals in this issue
• Liquor Licenses
• Estates
• Organizations
• Knox County
• Bloomfi eld School
• City of Creighton
• NPPD

Turn to 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather
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Noah's Ark workshop 
The Noah’s Ark Build 
Workshop will be Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
the Creighton Public Library. 
The cost is $15. Prepayment 
is due by January 10. 

Preschool  
Creighton Public School 
Preschool is currently taking 
registrations for the upcoming
2020-2021 school year. 
Please register your child by 
calling Creighton Elementary 
at 358-5001 By January 31. 

Humanities Nebraska
St. Ludger Social Hall in 
Creighton is hosting a soup 
luncheon Sunday, January 26, 
11 a.m.-1p.m. It will be a free-
will offering. A silent auction 
and Scholastic Book fair will 
also be held.

BLOOMFIELD

- Please see DRONE, page 2

- Please see MOSER,  page 2

Moser teaches students to 'solve for tomorrow'
Creighton grad captures 4th straight title

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

“Too often we give our children answers to 
remember, rather than problems to solve.”

That may be the opinion of some critics of the 
modern-day educational system, but it certainly 
isn’t the teaching philosophy of Brett Moser, science 
teacher at Gering High School in Nebraska, and a 
2009 graduate of Creighton High School.

Moser perpetually strives to help students solve 
“real-world” problems, and his eff orts are paying off , in 
more ways than one. Because of the work that Moser, 
his colleague Justin Reinmuth, and their students 
have done in the classroom, Gering High School was 
named a Nebraska State Winner in Samsung’s “Solve 
for Tomorrow” contest. Again.

This marks the fourth year in a row that Gering has 
been a state winner in the nationwide contest. 

 "Samsung started Solve for Tomorrow 10 years 

ago, and over those 10 years, the most winning school 
in the country out of 20,000 entries is Gering High 
School. They have won three consecutive state titles, 
making two national fi nals appearances, and won 
the national competition in 2017,” is what Dr. David 
Steel, Samsung’s Executive Vice President, stated in a 
video produced to highlight their program.

The Samsung contest specifi cally rewards 
students and their instructors who use STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
knowledge to benefi t their community — locally, 
statewide, even globally, and to have a positive impact 
on the world. 

For Moser, this “partnership” with Samsung 
became most relevant to his physics class last year, 
when they designed a wheelchair that could be 
controlled by eye movement. After coming up with 
the idea, the team researched, found and purchased Brett Moser, teacher at Gering High School, works with his Physics students 

on an award-winning water transportation project.
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Flyer believes most drone sightings just copycats

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Dorothy Greckel is content 
listening to her family share stories 
of her life and chuckling along with 
them.

Despite turning 102 on Monday, 
the Bloomfi eld woman remains sharp 
enough to tell the stories herself, but 
instead she likes to listen and laugh.

“A lot of things have changed,” 
Greckel said as she reminisced the 
last century. “We milked cows and 
separated (the milk). We raised 
chickens. They don’t do that anymore. 
The little things have changed.”

At Bloomfi eld’s Good Samaritan 
Center on Sunday, Dorothy was 
joined by her two sons, their wifes, 
and her only grandson and his wife to 
celebrate her milestone birthday. At 
least it was a milestone to everyone 
but Dorothy. 

“Birthdays are just days to me. 
Time went fast,” she said.

Dorothy was one of seven children 
– six girls and one boy — born to 
Henry and Anna Ehlers two miles 
north and one mile east of Bloomfi eld.

She attended Pleasant Hill, a one-
room schoolhouse with 60 other 
children because “the farm families 
had lots of kids. Dorothy said she 
went to school from kindergarten 
until eighth grade but then had to 
stay home and work — and dance.

Dorothy said she loves to waltz and 
polka and even took a stroll on the 
dance fl oor the weekend before her 
big birthday as they celebrated her 
grandson, Shane’s wedding. Since 
she started at 12, Dorothy said she’s 
been dancing for 90 years.

“Our folks like to dance, and they 
took us,” she remembered. “We had 
to learn or otherwise stay home, so 
we danced.”

Dorothy doesn’t mince words 
when it comes to the secret to a long 
life. “Keep your mind to yourself and 
keep on working,” she said.

Her long life, she said, is because 
she’s never stopped. Although 
Dorothy moved into the nursing 
home in August, she had lived by 
herself up to that point – up to age 
101.

“We didn’t let her get old,” said her 
daughter-in-law Jolene. “We never 
thought of her as old or treated her 
as old.”

Up until an accident over the 
summer, Dorothy lived alone, cooked 
and cleaned, raked her “pesky leaves” 
and pulled dandelions while on all 
fours. She also still canned.

“She never drank or smoked,” said 
her son, Lonnie, when asked about 
her longevity.

But Dorothy had a secret from her 

102-year-old shares
secrets to long life

Dorothy Greckel 
celebrated her 
102nd birthday 
a day early. The 
Bloomfi eld woman 
turned 102 on 
Monday and 
enjoyed Sunday 
with (from left) 
Connie and Harlan 
Greckel, Lonnie 
and Jolene Greckel 
and Shane and 
Kate Greckel.

PHOTOS BY CARRIE PITZER

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

With reports of mysterious drones being 
seen across Nebraska and Colorado the last 
several weeks, everyone seems to have a theory 
as to what they are or why they're fl ying. 

Shane Greckel of Bloomfi eld is a hobby drone 
user and on Thursday morning demonstrated a 
drone fl ying at heights of 50 to 400 feet, which 
is the maximum fl ight altitude allowed by the 
FAA.

"The whole point of the exercise was to 
demonstrate a couple of things," he said, which 

included the heat, sun exposure and everything 
that may aff ect how one perceives things in the 
air.

"The drone we tested today had two strobe 
lights on it. These strobe lights basically were 
merged into one after we got up over 100 feet," 
he said. 

The demonstration, which was with a 
quadcopter drone, showed that at 100 feet the 
drone was inaudible. By the time it reached 
400 feet, not only was the drone inaudible 
but it actually resembled a much higher-fl ying 

commercial plane.
Reports of mysterious drones indictated 

that six to 10 drones have been seen shortly 
after dusk, fl ying in a grid-like pattern with six 
foot wingspans. The reported objects were said 
to have running lights, although none of the 
reports have been substantiated at this time. 

The FAA has said the objects seen don’t 
appear to be military drones or licensed drones 
belonging to any known company, which has 
lead to various conspiracies. Greckel said it’s 
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  High 16
  Low: 2
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 15
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: 3
  Precip: 0%

WAUSA
Soup supper planned
Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Wausa's Men and Boys 
will host an oyster stew/chili 
supper on January 25, 7 p.m. 
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10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property
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TeamMates

400+/- Acres, Devils Nest Development,
Knox County - Can be divided

160.5 Acres, all grass unit,
development potential, Knox County, NE

70.02+/- Acres, recreational unit,
within Devils Nest, Knox County, NE

25.94 Acres, rec paradise, located just minutes from the 
Missouri River, excellent views, Dixon County, NE

cabin realty & Ag Services, Inc.

Michele Usasz Wells, Broker
Burwell, Nebraska

Phone: 308-346-4425   

www.CabinRealtyAgServices.com
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To assist them in their recruiting, planning, 
and fundraising eff orts, they recruited board 
members Linda Asher, Ron Sukup, Tray Van 
Metre, Annie Doerr, Steve Mattern, Kari 
Nilson, Christa Eggers, Russ Diedrichsen, and 
Jan Strope.   

Bloomfi eld’s program was introduced in 
2016 and has never looked back.  Under the 
guidance of their board members  Travis 
Mlady, Jason Hefner, Amy Eisenhauer, Shane 
Alexander, Jerry Nip, Pastor Bobby, and 
Lyndsy Jeness, they have opened the school’s 
doors to give mentees/mentors full use of their 
facilities.  

According to one of the parents in 
Bloomfi eld, Ashley Doerr, she sees abundant 
advantages.  For many kids, it helps improve 
their grades and attendance.  And since 
mentees and mentors are required to fi ll out 
forms indicating their strengths, weaknesses, 
interestests, the board does a remarkable job of 
matching students with adults.

Doerr says that she has nothing but positive 
things to say about her daughter’s relationship 

with her mentor.
As a parent, “I love that my daughter has 

a positive outlet that is someone other than 
family. I would defi nitely recommend the 
program to all kids and adults. I feel kids need 
someone to look up to in their lives that are not 
their parents.”

Both chapters are always recruiting new 
mentors, as they want to make sure every 
student who is interested in participating gets 
assigned a mentor.  

Baldwin states that “any student can sign 
up.  They don’t have to be ‘at-risk’ students, 
which I think once was the stigma of mentoring 
programs.  All that is required is a student 
who is interested, and a parent or guardian’s 
permission.”

However, to protect the students, there are 
stringent guidelines.

Each mentor must apply online, provide two 
references, be accepted, pass a background 
check, and agree to at least a three-year 
commitment before being matched with a 
student who has signed up to participate. 
Furthermore, all interaction between the 
mentor and mentee is limited to the school 

campus.
The program is intended to be student-

centered, so mentors are encouraged to ask 
students how they would prefer to spend their 
time together.  

“We do try to consider hobbies and interests. 
But mostly, we match each student with a 
responsible, adult friend.  The adults don’t have 
to teach or tutor or counsel anyone.  They just 
have to show up and spend some quality time,” 
Baldwin said. 

“We do have one pair who share an interest 
in music, so they spend their time together 
writing songs.  Another mentor used his time 
to help a student who wanted to learn more 
about woodworking to make gifts for family 
members,” Baldwin said.

Some, however, prefer to just hand out and 
visit. What both chapter participants have 
reported is that these card-playing, chess-
playing, hoop-shooting, piano-playing, or 
simply conversational moments all have a 
positive impact on both the students and the 
adults.

“It really is a two-way street,” Baldwin said.

- Continued From Page  1

Stock Show
But for LayciJo’s fans who 

were watching – her aunt and 
uncle, Carol and Rod Triplett; her 
parents, Karlyn and John, Jr.; and 
her brother Jorgan, it was sheer 
pride to watch LayciJo wrangle her 
calf into her possession by cradling 
its head with expertise, and to hear 
LayciJo’s name announced as the 
fi rst one in the group to haul in a 
calf, in approximately 20 seconds.

“The calf's head was right in my 
arms, and I just lifted it up off  its 
front feet, grabbed the halter out 
from my belt, put it on, and just 
drug it back to the pen.”

And to be sure that Grandma 
Nancy and Grandpa John Condon 
didn’t miss any of the action, Carol 
was live-streaming it on her cell 
phone for them to see.

“It was great fun to watch, but 
I’m also just really happy for her. It 
was such an awesome opportunity 
for her to see  some of the fi nest 
cattle and showmen in the country 

at this huge stock show. You know 
they see this, and they get to see all 
the possibilities of what the cattle 
industry is about; it gets in their 
blood,” said Carol Triplett, her 
aunt.

Catching the calf was indeed 
more than entertainment. It 
earned LayciJo the opportunity to 
bring home and raise a show calf 
from the Stock Show, then return 
a year later to show it there, and 
compete for the prestigious title 
of champion or reserve champion, 
which will then be auctioned off .

The calf she caught, roped, and 
drug into the pen at the rodeo is 
not the one that she will bring 
home to raise.  

“They use only rodeo-stock 
calves for that event. So we will 
go back in May, and then I will get 
to choose from one of the show-
stock, a higher-quality breed, to 
bring home and raise.”

Although LayciJo has four years 
of experience with raising and 
showing calves, she anticipates 

this will be more stringent about 
documenting the process. 

“I know that I have to report 
back to them every month to 
update how the calf is doing, and 
will likely have to include what I’m 
feeding the calf, any medicine I 
have to give it, that kind of stuff .”

LayciJo says that she learned 
about the program through 4-H, 
so she consulted her dad’s help in 
fi lling out an online application, 
which required her to explain what 
she would be able to provide for 
the animal’s housing, its care, as 
well as her experience in raising 
calves.

In addition to participating in 
the catch-a-calf contest, LayciJo 
said she also enjoyed seeing 
the expensive breeds that the 
commercial owners bring to the 
event from all over the United 
States, and to see the diff erent 
ways that other showmen present 
their livestock for show, like how 
they clip, groom, and blow dry the 
hide in diff erent ways than what 

she normally sees.
Both LayciJo and her mom 

added that visiting the booths 
of thousands of vendors--most 
selling products with a country-
western theme--added to the 
enjoyment of the trip as well.

My body handles the Daylight 
Saving Time change fairly well. 
I don’t require a lot of sleep, so 
jumping ahead or falling behind 
an hour means very little change 
for me. But for my family? Oh, 
they all need more sleep, and the 
week after the time change is not 
pleasant. 

Being a farmer’s daughter, I 
thought as a child that Daylight 
Saving Time was meant to give 
farmers extra time outside during 
the summer months. Of course, I 
learned in school that it was really 
meant to reduce electricity usage. 

While many countries around 
the world observe Daylight Saving 
Time, not every state in the U.S. 
does, including Hawaii and part of 
Arizona.

Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
has introduced a bill in the state 
legislature to end Daylight Saving 
Time, which has been met with a 
lot of support by the public because 
so many people despise the time 
change twice a year.  Eliminating 
it is good only in theory — unless 
other states follow suit. 

If you make a quick trip to 
Yankton or Sioux City, there 
would be a time change when they 
observe Daylight Saving Time. One 
could argue that people who live in 
Western Nebraska deal with a time 
change on a daily basis between 
Mountain and Central time. They 
make do, and so could the rest of 
Nebraska. 

But do we really want to be the 
odd one? Do we want to make 
things more diffi  cult? Personally, 

I’d rather it was a federal change 
with every state ending Daylight 
Saving Time. That would simplify 
things. 

The question then becomes if 
Nebraska passes the bill, would 
that encourage other states to 
do the same? Arizona made the 
change about 40 years ago, so I 
doubt Nebraska would impact 
many other state’s opinions any 
quicker.

We polled ACN Facebook users 
over the weekend to gain insight on 
local opinion on ending the time 
change. There were 160 people in 
favor of it and just 21 against.

I can’t disagree with the popular 
opinion that it would be nice to 
keep the time the same all year 
long. But unless it’s a national 
change, I see it being a longterm 
issue rather a week of frustration 
as one’s body adjusts. 

Sen. Briese, I like what you are 
trying to do, but go big or go home 
on this one. Either talk to Sen. Deb 
Fischer or leave it alone. 

Go big or go home with
Daylight Saving Time

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 14 24 12 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 10 6 0 
Thursday,  Jan. 16 20 -8 3.5 in snow 
Friday,  Jan. 17 27 6 1 in snow  
Saturday,  Jan. 18 18 3 0  
Sunday, Jan. 19 7 -7 0 
Monday,  Jan. 20 10 -5 0 

WEATHER REPORT

Public may rent hunting equipment at UNL
Hunting equipment now is available 

for rent by the public at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s Outdoor Adventure 
Center.

Rental has been off ered to the university’s 
students for about a year, and recently 
expanded to allow the public to rent the 
equipment, too.

Micaela Rahe, R3 (Recruitment, 
Retention and Reactivation) coordinator 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, said this is the fi rst program of 
its kind in the state. “There are hunting gear 

rental programs for the public in other states, 
but until now nothing in Nebraska. We’re 
really excited about this.”

The available gear is a pop-up blind, 
layout blind, duck decoy set of 14 birds, and 
jake/hen turkey decoy combination. Each is 
individually available to the public for $6/
day, $12/three days or $16/week.

The equipment is available through a grant 
partnership between NWTF and the Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund.

The primary purpose of the rental program 
is to allow new hunters to give hunting a try 
without the need to purchase a lot of gear 

right away, Rahe said.
“You can try hunting here for a minimal 

cost and decide if that’s something you want 
to invest in,” she said.

To pick up equipment, hunters must visit 
the Outdoor Adventure Center in person. 
Reservations may be made over the phone for 
three-day or seven-day rentals.

The facility is located at 930 N. 14th St. 
in Lincoln and is open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on 
weekends. For more information or to make 
reservations, call the facility at 402-472-4777.

Sonnichsen said. “You could 
actually unzip them, get water in 
them, and they would stay afloat.” 

The training, of course, is to 
prepare the firemen for real-life 
situations. Sonnichsen said they’ve 
used the suits twice already--once 
to rescue someone whose vehicle 
left the road and ended up semi-
submerged in a local farm pond. 

Last year, the Niobrara 
Department received a rescue call 
about someone who had tried to 
drive through a flooded roadway, 
and whose vehicle got swept 
away. Fortunately, no one was 
in extreme danger, so the suits 
weren’t needed. “But the flooding 
was kind of a wake-up call that 
we potentially may need to use 
them,” according to Shane Hrbek, 
Niobrara fireman.

Creighton has practiced the 
rescue protocol several times 
before, so this time, they invited 
Niobrara’s firemen over so they 
could train, too.

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
and to be honest, I was probably 
a little nervous, especially about 
getting in the water. I’m not a big 
fan of water, so that’s something 
that was a little out of my comfort 
zone at first,,” said Hrbek.

Seeing that the ropes attached 
to him weren’t secured to anything 
permanent on land, raised his 
anxiety a little. The ropes were 

held only by the grips of the men 
on land; however, Hrbek was 
quick to add, “I completely trusted 
them.”

Hrbek said he and the others 
from Niobrara were all observers 
at first, as they needed to know the 
details, like how to securely latch 
the ropes onto their carabiners 
(metal loops with a spring-loaded 
latches) before venturing onto the 
ice and into the water; then, how 
to use the rope to drag the victim 
to safety.

“It was a little more complicated 
than it looked at first--figuring out 
how to fasten the rope correctly 
to the victim in the water,” Hrbek 
said. However, Creighton fireman 
Sam Davidson entered into the 
water with Hrbek to assist and 
demonstrate. After that, Hrbek 
said it became much easier to do all 
the necessary steps himself. David 
Johnson was the other Niobrara 
fireman who wore one of the suits 
and entered in the water. 

Sonnichsen emphasized that 
there are other factors that are 
important in such an intense 
emergency situation as well, like 
how quickly firemen can get the 
suits on, and using hand signals 
to communicate certain steps, so 
there isn’t a lot of yelling. 

“It’s important to keep the 
victim calm and focused, so we 
practice ways to do that as well,” 
he said.

If the ice around the hole is 

jagged, a special sled is helpful 
in extracting the victim, so they 
practice attaching the sled to the 
person in the water. 

During previous training 
sessions, some of Creighton’s 
own firemen have volunteered 
to be the “victim” in the frigid 
water. However, they wear the 
special waterproof suit to protect 
themselves. 

“Last year when we practiced 
this same drill, the ice (on Cory 
Horstmann’s pond) wasn’t as 
thick, so it was cracking as they 
went. But that’s usually when 
people fall in, when the ice is too 
thin to support them.”

However, crackling ice is no 
deterrent to the rescuers; in fact, if 
the ice breaks away as they go, they 
will swim to the victim, using the 
buoyancy of the suit. If there’s no 
ice, and it’s a flood water situation, 
the fire department relies on having 
quick access to flat-bottom boats, 
which several local citizens have 
ready to go in those situations.

Creighton has a team of six 
firefighters who went through the 
initial training in South Dakota and 
who are now certified. Those six 
-- Garrett Carpenter, Randy Ebel, 
Phil Ebel, Sam Davidson, Chad 
Horstmann, and Sonnichsen--
are the “traveling team,” should 
other towns need assistance 
with a rescue. However, several 
other volunteer firemen have 
participated in the on-site local 

training, so they are prepared, if 
needed.

The evening of this particular 
drill, 19 Creighton firemen 
volunteered to show up for it, as 
did 8 EMTS. “The EMTs respond 
with us to all of our calls, so it is 
important for them to be prepared 
and involved, as well,” Sonnichsen 
said.

Others from Niobrara who 
were there to be trained included 
Jacob Johnson, Nate Sandoz, Ron 
Atkins, and Steve Hrbek.

Niobrara hopes to go through 
additional training, as well as 
add more gear, which includes 
the specialized ropes (that don’t 
deteriorate after being exposed to 
water).  

“I intend to go back to our 
next meeting and tell them what 
a great experience we had during 
training in Creighton,” Hrbek said. 
“Once we tell them how effective 
the training is, that there’s no 
pressure, I'm sure they’ll be eager 
to do it, too.”

The hours that firemen and 
EMTs spend in training and 
executing extra drills are all 
volunteer efforts. No one is 
compensated for their work or 
their willingness to help others 
in these (and other) dangerous 
situations.

“Ultimately, you hope that you 
never need to use any of this, but 
it's best to be prepared for every 
situation. That’s why we train,” 

step onto the competition mat,” 
Todd said. “It was at Canton, S.D., 
and he happened to be the very 
first wrestler to compete that day, 
becoming the first for our new 
program.”

The program continued to 
grow, especially as Crofton/
Bloomfield saw success. After an 
11-place finish at state in 2018, 
team began rebuilding and didn’t 
qualify anyone in 2019. But this 
year saw three qualifiers and 
several others who just missed 
the mark. 

“Last year we didn’t 
qualify anyone, and we were 
disappointed, but that just fueled 
the fire to keep us going,” Tyson 
Sauser said. “But next year, we 
hopefully will get even more kids 
down here and get to the state 
duals. Just keep pushing.”

That’s something Todd said he 
doesn’t have to do with Tyson. 
He never has to push his son to 
work harder; Tyson has his own 
internal desire. 

“I have to give him credit. He’s 
one of the hardest-working kids 
on the mat,” Todd said. “I’ve never 
had to get him up in the morning 
to go lift and never had to get 
him to practice. He’s honestly 
the hard-working kid I’ve ever 
coached, and I’m not saying that 

as a dad, that’s as a coach.”
But as a father/coach, 

Thursday and Friday were 
grueling for Todd, especially the 
second round of consolations. 
With Tyson wrestling on Mat 10, 
Todd was in the front row of the 
end stands, yelling advice to his 
son and watching every move.

“Wow, the butterflies in my 
stomach,” he said. “It’s different 
when it’s your kid. You just want 
the best for him even that much 
more. When they make it this far, 
it’s awesome. But you do want to 
get at least one win under your 
belt when you get down here. I’ve 
been down here, so I know what it 
feels like.”

Although Todd wrestled in 
Lincoln at the Devaney Center, 
he did know exactly what his 
son was feeling, which Tyson 
admitted was beneficial for him. 
Whenever he has a question, 
Todd has been there to answer 
and help every step of the way. 
But most of all, he offers support 
and encouragement.

“He helps me a lot and answers 
all my questions,” Tyson said. 
“Every day I wake up and want 
to be on the mat. I want to 
get down here and win a state 
championship.”

- Continued From Page  1
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THEME: MOTHER’S DAY

ACROSS
1. “Ali Baba and the Forty ____,” 
sing.
6. Eureka!
9. Schools of thought
13. Sound of artillery
14. Car nut
15. Without illumination
16. Nosey one
17. Kind of trip?

18. Lasso loop
19. *Little Women’s mom
21. *Tracee Ellis Ross on TV
23. ____ o’ shanter
24. Quitter’s word
25. Like a fi ddle?
28. Like Charles Dickens’ Tim
30. Quarantine state
35. *Egyptian goddess of fertility
37. Insane, in Spain
39. Mother or daughter, in Italy
40. *Biblical Rebecca’s son
41. Online reviews

43. Research facil.
44. Fisherman’s decoys
46. Daytime entertainment
47. Furniture wood
48. End of the road, pl.
50. Blatant promotion
52. Swedish shag rug
53. Yours and mine
55. Little squirt
57. *Mother’s mom
61. *She fought for Mother’s Day, 
then against it
64. In advance

65. *Bambi’s mom
67. Fancy tie
69. Less than fernier
70. I have
71. “Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous” host
72. Fairies
73. Galley equipment
74. Feed the fi re

DOWN
1. Kitchen meas.
2. Stay out of its way!

3. Pelvic parts
4. Tennis great Chris ____
5. Particular arrangement
6. Away from wind
7. *Mother’s favorite gift?
8. Ancient marketplace
9. Part of a scheme
10. No neatnik
11. Sushi restaurant soup
12. One-pot meal
15. Like the States
20. *One of the Gilmore girls
22. Hill dweller

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, April 7 78 45 0 
Wednesday, April 8 59 40 0 
Thursday,  April 9 45 30 0 
Friday, April 10 62 17 0 
Saturday, April 11 59 40 .14 P  
Sunday, April 12 32 24 .20 P 1.5 S 
Monday,  April 13 35 14 0 

WEATHER REPORT

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Vote Matt Innes
Dear Editor:

How many millions of dollars 
does it take to buy a U.S. Senator? 
How many millions did Ben Sasse 
get when he partnered with the 
New York Hedge Funds that 
closed down and moved Cabela’s 
headquarters away from Sidney, 
NE? In 2015, how many millions 
did Ben get from the Beef Packers 
when he and Barack Obama 
sponsored the repeal of Mandatory 
Country of Origin Labeling for USA 
beef? The repeal of MCOOL is a 
main reason why live cattle prices 
have fallen and yet the beef prices 
in the grocery stores have risen! I 
have called Ben’s DC offi  ce several 
times since 2015 demanding that 
MCOOL be reinstated and his 
only personal response to me was, 
“farmers and ranchers are less than 
1% of the population, YOU DON’T 
MATTER.” By the way, 97% of 
Sasse’s campaign contributions 
have come from out-of-sate and 
foreign corporations.

It’s time to drain the swamp 
and a good place to start is right 

here in Nebraska by voting Ben 
Sasse OUT! My good friend and 
true Nebraskan, Matt Innis, is 
running for senate. Matt Innis is 
Pro-Life, Pro-Gun, Pro-Ag and 
small business. To me, that is 
what a true Nebraska Senator is 
all about! Whereas Ben Sasse has 
stated on two diff erent liberal TV 
shows that  he wakes up every 
morning and thinks about leaving 
the Republican party! Matt Innes 
is a Christian, a Marine and a small 
business owner.

When you get ready to cast your 
vote, ask yourself if you can aff ord 
another 6 years of corrupt and 
complete nonsense that is now in 
Washington DC. I’m going to do 
my part o insure a better future for 
my kids and grandkids! I’m voting 
to DRAIN THE SWAMP!

I’m voting for MATT INNIS for 
US Senate, and I hop you will also!

Jamie D. Curtis, 
Royal

* * *
Editor’s Note: April 29 is the 

fi nal newspaper to publish an 
election-related letter.

- Continued From Page  1

Elevator
While the fi re and rescue squad 

were there, they then began 
distributing the food boxes from 
Michaels Food to all tenants on all 
three fl oors. 

“We are so very appreciative of 

all of their help," Campbell said.
The residents and staff  thanked 

the fi refi ghters and rescue 
personnel for their assistance. 

 “It's a great feeling knowing 
you’re always in good hands with 
our volunteer fi rst responders," 
Cambell said. 

The online
printing you 

can’t get 
anymore is 
also done 

locally, and 
likely at a 
lower price
anyway!

Knox
County News

Supporting local doesn’t have to cost more
Call 402-887-4000 Today!
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I’ve often said I’m glad I’m not 
a teenager in current times — and 
that was long before COVID-19. 

I did my share of stupid things 
that I’m relieved weren’t shared 
with the world on social media. I’m 
also glad the girl drama in school 
was limited to, well, school. It 
didn’t follow me home with texts, 
messages and online posts.  We 
didn’t have cyber bullies. 

My daily routine has changed 
dramatically since the Directed 
Health Measure was implemented, 
but I sometimes forget how much 
it’s changed for our daughters. 
Izzy is 12 and busy with school 
enrichment activities, and Shelby 
is 17 and a full-time college student 
— 100 percent online. 

For Izzy, her school work 
can only improve her grade. 
There’s really no penalty for not 
completing her “assignments,” but 
we’re the type of parents making 
her do her homework. Maybe it’s 
being a girl, maybe it’s being 12 
— but she’s actually doing it. She 
does however forget to upload 
assignments or email them to her 
teachers occasionally.

But she’s moody. It’s likely 
easier to keep her distanced from 
her friends because we live in 
the country, but Izzy is defi nitely 
going through social withdrawal. 
She can FaceTime, SnapChat and 
text friends, but it’s not the same 
as face-to-face contact or being in 
school.  She does go into the offi  ce 
with us occasionally, but life is 
completely diff erent for her. 

For Shelby, she fi nished her 
senior year at mid-term and had 
always planned to be a full-time 
college student this semester 
— thank God. She also planned 
to attend prom and walk at a 
traditional graduation, and we’re 
hoping the latter is still an option.

She, too, is limited to where 
she can go and who she can see. 
Remember the months after 
you fi nished high school and the 
freedoms you enjoyed? Life has 
changed for Shelby — and all other 
seniors — thanks to COVID-19.

More than that, the uncertainty 
is aff ecting youth. As parents, 
grandparents, teachers and 
mentors, we don’t have the 
answers. We don’t know when this 

will end, if summer jobs will be 
possible, if a traditional graduation 
will occur, how far the cattle 
market will fall, if restaurants will 
be open next month, if school will 
open like normal in the fall, etc.

We simply do not know.
As diffi  cult as the uncertainty is 

for adults — and it is frustrating 
— imagine looking to adults 
who normally have answers to 
discover they have none. Adults 
not only have no answers, but are 
prohibiting their children from 
seeing friends face to face. That’s 
why our children are moody, 
maybe a little or maybe a lot. Every 
child is diff erent, just like every 
adult is handling this diff erently as 
well. But people are moody.

When you’re frustrated with 
another adult or with a child, 
remind yourself how diffi  cult 
this situation is for all of us. Also 
remind yourself that we will get 
through it, and the isolation will 
end.

I studied the Great Depression. 
I remember the hardship of the 
1980s and the early 1990s. Not 
every business survived. Not every 
farm or ranch survived. Homes 
and land were foreclosed. There 
were horrifi c casualties, and I pray 
you will not fall victim.

But I also know we made it 
through then, and we will make 
it through now. It is now and will 
continue to be hard, but I believe 
in you. I believe you will pull 
through.

I am reminding myself to 
understand when others are 
irritable and moody. I will try to 
understand, and I hope you will as 
well. Because together, we will get 
through this.

This is hard on kids 
and hard on us, too

I’ve referenced “keyboard 
courage” before. You know — 
the act of being 10 feet tall and 
bulletproof because no one can 
see you. It’s the feeling that you’re 
invisible because you’re not face 
to face with the person you’re 
attacking. After all, it seems most 
of what is typed online — in texts,  
on Facebook posts or sent via 
SnapChat — would likely never be 
said to someone’s face.

Part of me would like to blame 
today’s technology for so much 
of this terrible behavior, but that 
simply would be blaming the 
messenger. After all, anonymous 
letters have been sent to people for 
years.

I received my first anonymous 
letter when I was just a cub 
reporter at the Norfolk Daily News. 
Someone sent me an envelope 
filled with information on how 
to lose weight — I was barely 105 
pounds at the time. I never told 
anyone about the letter, but 20 
years later, I still remember pulling 
out the clippings on weight loss 
techniques and the note included.

I had no idea that would be just 
the beginning. It wasn’t long ago I 
received a message from someone 
saying my kids could so easily be 
run off the road. The rest of the 
message alluded to the reason 
for the hate was a story related to 
education. Yeah, let that sink in.

That wasn’t the first time our 
children have been mentioned 
anonymously. I received a letter 
last fall from someone who called 
me a monster for publishing a story 
— I didn’t write it, but I am the 
publisher — about the sentencing 
of someone for a criminal act. The 
individual in question pleaded 
guilty. What did it have to do with 
my children, you may wonder. The 
anonymous writer “hoped” one of 
my daughters — she was actually 
referred to by name in the letter —  
would commit a crime because I 

deserved that. Again, I didn’t even 
write the story. 

 This space isn’t big enough for 
me to tell you about all of the letters 
and messages I’ve received over 
the years, some signed but many 
not. Thankfully, I received more 
positive comments than negative, 
but as parents are reminded, it 
takes many, many more positive 
comments to wipe away just one 
piece of negativity. 

Honestly, I’m guilty of that as 
well. I try very hard to think before 
speaking, but sometimes my 
emotions get the best of me. I’ve 
had my moments of weakness.

Today’s technology does allow 
a more convenient way to deliver 
hurtful messages, but the root of 
that evil remains the same — it’s 
the person behind the keyboard 
who is responsible.

Keyboard courage is not new, 
but it is getting worse, especially 
by adults, who should know better.  
The answer is simple — treat 
others the way you would like to be 
treated.

That’s one of the many reasons 
why I don’t send anonymous 
letters. I don’t appreciate receiving 
a note that was so important the 
writer didn’t have the guts to sign 
it. But if it is signed, I’ll consider it. 
I may not agree, but I will consider 
what is written. After all, my name 
is on everything I write.

Letters To The Editor can be emailed to news@
myantelopecountynews.com or mailed to 314 M Street, Neligh, 
Nebraska, 68756. The Antelope County News accepts Letters To The 
Editor from residents and former residents of Antelope County.  

To give an opportunity to the greatest number of writers, no 
individual’s work will be published more than once every 30 days 
in a publication owned by Pitzer Digital LLC.  Letters to the Editor 
should be 350 words or less. The writer’s name and city are required 
to be published with each letter posted.   We do not withhold names 
or allow the use of initials or pseudonyms. 

After World War II, our nation forged new 
trade deals and opened markets to create 
unprecedented economic growth. However, 

in the decades 
that followed, 
some interests 
and priorities have 
shifted. America 
needed to refocus 
and update our 
trade deals to level 
the playing field and 
restore fairness and 
reciprocity for the 
hardworking men 
and women of the 

heartland.
When one in four of our state’s jobs are 

directly related to production agriculture, 
Nebraskans need certainty that our trading 
markets are secure.

For years now, that’s exactly where my 
focus has been, and I have worked closely 
with President Trump to build on the 
tremendous momentum our economy has 
created to deliver trade deals with Canada, 
Mexico, China, and Japan. These historic 
agreements restore principles of fairness, 
reciprocity, and prioritize Nebraska’s 
families and workers.

I was proud to join some of my Midwest 
Senate colleagues as we took part in a 
signing ceremony for the USMCA and sent 
the agreement to the president’s desk for his 
signature.

Passage of the USMCA meant securing 
our state’s two largest markets. Currently, 
Canada and Mexico receive 44 percent of 
Nebraska’s total exports. In 2018, Nebraska 
sent nearly $1.5 billion of ag products to our 
neighbors to the north and south. 

According to USDA, Canada and Mexico 
purchase more than 82 percent of distillers 
grains exports and nearly 80 percent of our 
dairy exports. There is no doubt that this 
broad bipartisan agreement will benefit 
Nebraska’s farmers and ag producers both 
now and in the future as they continue to 
feed the world.

The new decade also ushered in 
encouraging progress in strengthening our 
trade relationship with China.

On January 15th, President Trump and 
Chinese representatives signed a “Phase 
One” agreement, which is a significant win 
for Nebraska and represents China’s return 
to the table as a major customer of our 
agricultural products. China has agreed to 
purchase, on average, $40 billion of U.S. 
agricultural goods per year for the next two 
years.

Nebraska Farm Bureau predicts that, 
“At the very least, agricultural exports 
to China this year should be $32 billion 
and should equal $39 billion in 2021. For 
context, peak U.S. agricultural exports to 
China were nearly $26 billion in 2012.” The 
agreement also includes provisions that 
address a multitude of non-tariff barriers 
for commodities like beef, dairy, animal 

feed, and biotech products. 
In addition to agriculture, the agreement 

makes important strides concerning 
intellectual property services, currency 
manipulation monitoring, and a process for 
dispute resolution. This Phase One deal will 
help expand market access for Nebraska 
and bring much needed economic certainty 
to Nebraska’s manufacturing, agriculture, 
and energy sectors.

All of these trade deals follow the progress 
made with Japan last year. The first stage 
of the U.S.-Japan deal took effect January 
1, 2020, reducing tariffs and raising quotas 
on many U.S. agriculture exports. Japan 
is our largest customer for all ag exports, 
beef, pork, eggs, and wheat. In 2018 alone, 
Nebraska’s exports to Japan totaled nearly 
$1.2 billion.

Our state’s manufacturers, small 
businesses, families, and communities 
are going to benefit from all of these trade 
agreements. We’ve made great progress 
in securing more customers for the world-
class products that Nebraskans produce. 
Now, we are setting our sights on the United 
Kingdom to secure more valuable trading 
markets in the future.

I want to thank President Trump for 
keeping his word and following through 
for our state and America’s heartland. I 
am proud of the work we have been able to 
accomplish by working together with this 
administration and with my colleagues in 
the United States Senate.

Deb Fischer
senator

Trade agreements for the Heartland
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Keyboard courage isn’t 
new, but getting worse

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 21 26 -5 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 38 22 1 in snow 
Thursday,  Jan. 23 30 26 trace of precip 
Friday,  Jan. 24 26 20 0 
Saturday,  Jan. 25 33 18 0  
Sunday, Jan. 26 44 19 0 
Monday,  Jan. 27 32 25 0 

WEATHER REPORT

The big marijuana industry grew to $13.6 
billion in 2019, and marijuana lobbyists are 
eagerly looking to cash in on new markets.  
They’re pouring big money into shaping 
public opinion on marijuana across the nation.  
To avoid regulation, the industry wants to 

persuade people that 
the drug is not only 
harmless, but can 
be safely used as a 
medicine to relieve 
pain.

N e b r a s k a n s 
shouldn’t be dazed 
and confused by these 
well-funded sales 
tactics.  Marijuana 
is an illegal drug 
according to federal 

law.  It’s illegal because medical experts have 
determined, on the basis of solid scientific 
evidence, that the drug is harmful.  It’s also 
illegal because public officials have recognized 
the social costs and dangers of marijuana use.  

Don’t take my word for it.  All you have to 
do is read the latest data and research coming 
from states that are expanding marijuana use.

 First, states that have legalized marijuana, 
like Colorado and Oregon, have seen a spike 
in car accidents due to “drugged drivers.”  
Marijuana makes drivers less alert, slower to 
react, and poorer judges of their surroundings.  
Marijuana is the drug most likely to be present 
in the body of drivers fatally injured in a 
crash.  According to an American Academy of 
Pediatrics report this month, “more than 9% 
of drivers ages 16-20 admit to having driven 
under the influence of marijuana.”  Drugged 
driving is also extremely difficult to enforce, 

as there are no simple ways to test drivers for 
drug-impairment.  Approving marijuana use, 
even for so-called medical purposes, will only 
make this problem worse.  

Second, legalizing marijuana sends 
the wrong message to young people.  It 
communicates that a dangerous drug is 
nothing to worry about.  However, medical 
science and the human cost of legalization 
say otherwise.  Studies have shown that using 
marijuana in adolescence causes long-term 
damage to important cognitive abilities.  This 
is troubling since 23% of 12th grade students 
(nationally) report having used marijuana 
within the past month.  Marijuana use 
impairs memory, shortens attention spans, 
and hinders learning.  Marijuana use also 
increases depression, thoughts of suicide, and 
suicidal behaviors among young adults.

 The data is reflected in real life stories.  
Levi Pongi, age 19, died after consuming a 
marijuana cookie and jumping off a balcony.  
Marc Bullard, age 23, committed suicide 
after he began using a concentrated form of 
marijuana.  He had no previous history of 
depression.  These stories reflect data from 
showing that the number of youth suicides 
with marijuana present has tripled in 10 years.

 Third, marijuana is far more potent 
and addictive today than it was in previous 
generations.  Prior to the 1990s, marijuana 
typically had less than 2% THC (the chemical 
causing the psychoactive effect of the drug).  
However, growers have bred strains of 
marijuana to enhance THC content, much 
like tobacco companies increased the nicotine 
levels of their products to heighten their 
addictiveness.  

While the industry tries to frame pot as a 

natural remedy akin to Essential Oils, modern 
weed is bioengineered to pack a potent punch.  
Popular strains of marijuana sold in Colorado 
now have between 17-28% THC content, or 
14 times as potent as marijuana prior to the 
1990s.  Other marijuana-based products, such 
as edibles, have THC concentrations as high as 
80-90%.  There’s nothing natural about that.  
As a result of this change, marijuana users 
are now more likely to experience psychotic 
episodes or uncontrollable vomiting.  These 
disorders endanger the public, and they also 
put a strain on healthcare resources like 
mental health centers and emergency rooms.

 Fourth, the nation’s top medical professional 
has gone on the record to remind Americans 
that there is no such thing as “medical 
marijuana.”  U.S. Surgeon General Jerome 
Adams recently highlighted marijuana’s 
danger to the developing brain and how potent 
marijuana has become.  In a speech last year, 
he noted that one in five pregnant women in 
California is using marijuana.  He also pointed 
out that marijuana has over 100 components, 
and, while some of them may have medical 
benefits, that they need to be studied just like 
any other pharmaceutical.

 In Nebraska, marijuana proponents have 
been trying to circumvent the medical research 
process that has helped our country produce 
the most safe and effective healthcare in the 
world.  This is the wrong approach.  We should 
stick with the tried-and-true system, which is 
already doing research on what components 
of marijuana actually have medical benefits.  
After thorough research and extended clinical 
trials, the FDA has approved four medications 
that contain specific cannabinoids — chemicals 
found within the marijuana plant.

Pete ricketts
Governor

Let’s stand up for family farmers

THEME: BE MY VALENTINE
ACROSS
1. *AbÈlard to HÈloÔse
6. C.E.O.’s degree
9. a.k.a Snowmobile
13. Make amends
14. Over, poetically
15. Garlic unit
16. ____ lazuli
17. New, prefix
18. Bumpkin
19. *St. Valentine’s Day Massacre city
21. James Bond’s drink of choice
23. Building annex
24. Galsworthy’s “The Forsyte ____”
25. MD, familiarly
28. Land of Nod, in relation to Eden
30. Hire for work
35. Part of an eye
37. Feudal laborer
39. Request from Amazon
40. Waterproofed canvas
41. Bunch of bees
43. Black cat, e.g.
44. Apollo of “Rocky”
46. Roofed colonnade
47. X in a letter
48. Medicinal herb
50. Tangerine-grapefruit hybrid
52. Tennis barrier
53. Hold as a conviction
55. End of a fuse?
57. *____ Valentine, a.k.a. humorous 
Valentine
61. *One of star-crossed lovers
65. Beyond’s occasional partner
66. E.T. transporter
68. Wombs
69. Hansen’s disease patient
70. Young canine
71. *Flirt
72. *They used to be each other’s 
Valentines
73. Attempt

74. Passover meal

DOWN
1. Barber’s supply
2. Arizona’s neighbor
3. Serengeti antelope
4. *Like a bottle of champagne
5. “Goodwill Industries” business
6. *Unfortunate consequence of kissing?
7. Busy as a what?
8. *Pleasant bouquet smell
9. Vegas bandit
10. Mischievous Norse deity
11. ____-tempered
12. Sub station
15. *Roxane’s pen pal
20. “Heart of ____,” Blondie’s hit
22. Well-kept secret, for some
24. Strata, sing.
25. *Go ____, or split the cost of a date
26. Estrogen maker
27. The smallest dwarf planet
29. Uses a Singer
31. Get the picture
32. Short for administrator
33. Goslings, when they grow up
34. *German artist or Young’s partner
36. “Singes” in “La PlanËte des Singes”
38. *Mr. Right, pre-kiss
42. Tiny European republic
45. Jackie Robinson, e.g.
49. Princess tester
51. “My two cents,” pl.
54. Do like Vesuvius
56. *HÈloÔse to AbÈlard
57. Wide river valley
58. Wild goat
59. Uh-uh
60. “The Three Faces of ____,” pl.
61. Printer button
62. Old paint hazard
63. Gaelic tongue
64. *Wedding cake layer
67. “___ Elise”

District 1 
Dean Smith - Chairman
86495 523 Ave
Brunswick NE 68720
(402) 640-2167
dsmith@antelopecounty.org

District 2
Eli Jacob
603 Custer Street
Clearwater NE 68726
(402) 340-6771
ejacob@antelopecounty.org

District 3
Regina Krebs
85593 520 Ave.
Clearwater NE 68726
(402) 394-8699
rkrebs@antelopecounty.org

District 4
Charlie Henery
52275 848 Road
Neligh, NE  68756
(402) 649-4734
chenery@antelopecounty.org

District 5
Carolyn Pedersen
51976 Hwy 275
Clearwater NE 68726
(402) 887-4653
cpedersen@antelopecounty.org

The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners meet the first and 
second Tuesday of each month.  To 
be placed on the agenda call (402) 
887-4410.

How To ConTaCT Your CounTY offiCials
HOLT COUNTY
Robert Snyder
205 N State Highway 45B
Ewing, NE 68735
(402) 626-7712

The Holt County Board of 
Supervisors meet the work-
ing day after the middle of 
the month and last working 
day of the month.  To be 
placed on the agenda call 
(402) 336-1762.

carrie Pitzer
Publisher

Freedom of Speech • Freedom of Religion • Freedom of the Press 
Freedom to Peaceably Assemble • Freedom to Petition the Government

Understanding the First Amendment is key to 
protecting our free society.
Understanding the First Amendment is key to

 I have 
   a voice 
AND the freedom 
    to express it.

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER



BLOOMFIELDKNOX COUNTY NEWS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020 - PAGE 5

Logan Johnson
S P O N S O R E D  B Y

COUNTRY
MARKET

B LO O M F I E L D,  N E

4 0 2 . 3 7 3 . 4 7 1 7

M E E T  T H E  B L O O M F I E L DB L O O M F I E L DB L O O M F I E L D

Local vocalist fi nds new venue for his singing talent 

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
Rod Eisenhauer now sings from home, where he records his perfor-
mance for people to enjoy via Facebook.

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
Parishioners of First Trinity Lutheran Church received Holy Communion 
a little different this past Sunday. Pastor Bobby made sure to keep 
social distancing in practice as Communion was given through a drive-
through distribution. Pastor plans to continue offering Communion 
every third Sunday until COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. 

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
“The 2020 Easter Egg Hunt 

has been canceled.” How many 
times have you seen those words 
this year? For a few families, they 
were not true. Glad Tidings Bible 
Camp has been working to fi nd 
activities families could do one at 
a time, while still complying with 
regulations and recommendations 
on physical gatherings. 

So, they hosted three GPS 
Easter Egg Hunts. One family at 
a time would come, scan the QR 
Code posted to the door of the 
cafagymatorium and then use 
the map to go fi nd the fi rst of 12 
giant eggs hidden on camp. Each 
egg contained one part of the Res-
urrection Eggs story by Melody 
Carlson and an object represent-
ing that party of the story. Half of 
the eggs also contained candy the 
children could enjoy. 

The children romped all over 
the camp – climbing Mt. Ann, 
running around to the other side 
of Lake Bob, climbing inside the 
GIG Ball Fence, walking past the 
crosses on the hill. Jamie Kim-
mons, carefully following groups 
at a safe distance, says the high-
light for her was when a group of 
kids opened the egg containing 
the thorns. One child said, “That 
looks like it would HURT!”

“We want kids to have a ton of 

fun here, but we also wanted them 
to learn and understand the sig-
nifi cance of the story.”  

With uncertainties about what 
might be shut down due to the vi-
rus,  Camp Glad Tidings is com-
mitted to doing all we can to sup-
port the community. One thing 
is for sure – the entrance to the 
camp is not closed! 

Currently, there are 12 teddy 
bears hidden in windows around 
the camp and a list of pictures for 
a photo scavenger hunt taped to 
the window of the cafagymatori-
um. 

Families are welcome to 
schedule a time to come out and 
use the camp’s grounds, as long as 
it is one family at a time so we can 
keep our kids as safe as possible! 

Restrooms are available and 
are kept sanitized.

It’s all the outdoors that we are 
opening up to families.

To sched-ule a time for your 
family to come out, message 
Glad Tidings Bi-ble Camp on 
facebook, email the camp at 
gladtidingscamp@gmail. com or 
call Gil, the director, at 
402-882-0002.

by LUKE JACOBSEN
news@myknoxconews.com

The Rolling Hills Country Club 
is adhering to new guidelines, 
while working hard to make sure 
people can once again get out on 
the course.

“We’ve had to make some 
changes due to the recent 
COVID-19 deal,” according to 
Mathew Nelson, the course 
manager.

The changes may be minor, 
but they are to help insure that 
everyone that goes out to play golf 
will be as safe as possible.

“We have had to take the rakes 
out of the bunkers because we 
don’t want players to have to touch 
them,” Nelson said. “We also have 
taken all of the water coolers off  the 
course so no one will be drinking 
out of the same cooler.”

Not only have the water coolers 
and rakes had to be pulled off  the 
course, but they have limited the 
amount of people that can enter 
the clubhouse at one time.

“We are only letting 10 people 
in the clubhouse at a time due to 
the limitations put on gatherings 
here in Nebraska,” Nelson said. 
“We just want to make sure there 

aren’t too many people in here at 
one time to keep the risk down.”

Keeping the equipment as 
sanitary as possible is also of their 
priorities. 

“We are disinfecting carts after 
each time someone uses them,” 
Nelson said. “We are trying to keep 
it to one person per cart, but after 
it comes back to the clubhouse, we 
make sure the cart gets cleaned.

Although there are precautions 
being taken to help ensure that the 
members and players are as safe as 
possible, the Rolling Hills Country 
Club is still taking takeout orders 
for food.

“We are still taking takeout 
orders here,” Nelson said. “We 
are still making food out here so 
if anyone needs something to eat, 
they can call us and we will make it 
for takeout only.”

At times like this, it is important 
to take these measures to make 
sure everyone that goes out to 
Rolling Hills stays safe.

“We just want to make sure 
every that comes out here stays 
safe and still has a good time,” 
Nelson said. “It’s important to 
have something to do to help you 
have fun in times like these.”

By GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

It all started in Mrs. Stroh’s grade school music class when Rod 
Eisenhauer found his love for music, and throughout grade school 
and into high school, Mrs. Stroh would accompany Rod in providing 
entertainment to local community clubs, banquets for school functions, 
and also competing in music competitions. After high school, Rod 
enlisted in the service and headed off  to Thailand. While stationed in 
Bangkok, he would hit up local bars and clubs where he would ask the 
band if he could join them on stage.

“It was always very entertaining and a lot of fun,” said Rod. 
After his time in the service, Rod and wife Juleen headed back to 

northeast Nebraska and started working for the railroad. In 1971 a 
family friend, Al Ermels (around the age of 65 at the time), asked Rod 
if he would step in and fi ll in at a funeral. When Rod gladly accepted, 
Al told Rod he was ready to retire his singing voice and Rod could take 
over. 

Now, over three hundred weddings and funerals later, Rod can still 
be found giving the gift of his voice as a cherished memory. With the 
improvement of technology, the requests for weddings and funerals 
have slowed down, but he’s still keeping busy entertaining seniors at 
nursing homes and assisted livings around the area. He began at the 
local nursing home singing for special events, and eventually, he asked 
if they’d be interested in having him sing once a month. Ten years later, 
he now sings for four area nursing homes and assisted livings. 

“It’s just unbelievable how much these residents enjoy it. When I start 

singing, you can see their eyes light up and the memories start to fl ow. It 
sure gives them a lot of pleasure. Feet start tapping and everyone starts 
singing along.” 

With COVID-19 in the air, all of Rod’s appearances have stopped.
“I’ve always sang at home. There’s nothing better sitting back and 

relaxing and singing to yourself. It’s a great way to relax and enjoy one’s 
company.” 

 While sitting around the house one day he was talking with Juleen, 
and said, “Lets record a song and put it on Facebook for some friends 
and family.” 

After watching his fi rst video recording, his daughter-in-law Kandi 
asked Rod if he’d make it “public” so they could share it with their 
friends. From that point on, the requests and comments started pouring 
in. Twenty four days later and close to fi ve hundred views on some songs, 
Rod has become daily entertainment in many families’ homes. He’s had 
a lot of comments from people saying, ‘thank you, I really needed that 
today, to look forward to tomorrow’s song.’

“As much as I enjoy singing, that’s all it took for me to continue doing 
it.”

He started out singing country gospels in light of the Holy Week and 
now you can fi nd him singing anything from “Johnny Cash” to “Sweet 
Caroline.” 

“If I can lift one person’s spirit up then I feel accomplished.”
Rod plans to continue his daily Facebook concerts as long as 

COVID-19 hangs around, so if you’re in need of a daily uplift or just love 
music be sure to check him out.

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM 

COMMUNION OFFERED

CARD SHOWERS

Camp Glad Tidings still offering 
outdoor events for families

School:  Bloomfi eld High School 
Age: 17
Parents: Chris and Shannon Johnson
Family: Devin and Brena
School Activities: Football, 
Basketball, Track, FFA
Hobbies/Interests: Racing, Farming, 
Sports 

Greatest Challenge: Trig
Plans After Graduation: Northeast 
Community College 
Goals for the future: Graduate from 
college get a job close to home 
Best Memory in High School: 
Spanish 2

The family of 
DON EGGEN

is requesting  a card shower 
for his 

90th birthday 
on April 25th 

Cards can be mailed to 
P.O. Box 187; 

Bloomfi eld, NE 68718

Greer Gannon and Tatum Edholm read what’s inside the giant egg they 
found at Glad Tidings Bible Camp.

Electrical Maintenance Technician
We are looking to fill a full time Electrical Maintenance Technician. This position is responsible 

for maintaining and troubleshooting electrical systems in the processing and production areas. A 
qualified candidate will have a one year certificate from college or technical school OR equivalent 

combination of education, training and/or experience. On the job training will be provided.

Michael Foods Inc. in Bloomfield, NE offers several benefits for full time employees that 
include a great insurance package along with holiday pay, paid time off, 401 (k),  and in-

centive program.

TToo aappppllyy,, vviissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..mmiicchhaaeellffooooddss..ccoomm aanndd cclliicckk oonn CCaarreeeerrss..  

FFoorr qquueessttiioonnss oorr ffuurrtthheerr aassssiissttaannccee,, ccaallll KKrriissttyy MMaacckkeepprraanngg aatt 440022--337733--66330000.. 

EEqquuaall OOppppoorrttuunniittyy EEmmppllooyyeerr//VVeett//DDiissaabblleedd 

We have the honor 
and responsibility of 
working in food – a 
critical infrastructure 
industry during this 
time of global crisis. 
We are working 
around the clock to 
keep inventory flow-
ing to our retailers and 
to help feed the world.

GREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTERGREEN RIVER GARDEN CENTER
Hours: M-F 9-6 Sat 9-5 Sun-12-5

M-F 9-10am Reserved for Seniors • Curbside Pick up Available
614 S. 2nd St., Verdigre, NE | 402-668-7300

• 600+ VARIETIES OF SPRING PLANTS
• BULK GARDEN SEEDS

• TREES, SHRUBS & ROSES
• POTTING SOILS & MULCH

• OUTDOOR DECOR • ASPARAGUS ROOTS
• ONION SETS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Rolling Hills Country 
Club keeps ‘rolling’ on 
as it follows guidelines

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM
The Bloomfi eld Gym bleacher replacement project is underway. 
Removal of the old bleachers has begun and are for sale. Contact 
Bloomfi eld Schools if interested.   

BLEACHERS FOR BEES

The family of 
HERBERT WAGNER

is requesting a card shower 
for his 

90th birthday 
on April 24th

Cards can be mailed to 
52692 874 Rd

Winnetoon, NE 68789



By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

Nancy Condon has been a seamstress most of her adult life, whether 
it was sewing clothes for her daughter when she was elementary-aged, 
quilts for friends and family members, or other crafty projects over the 
years. So when a local nurse posted on Facebook that the staff  at Avera 
Creighton Hospital could use some surgical caps, Nancy saw it as a great 
opportunity.

Bev Nelson, a nurse at Avera Creighton, said that she and fellow nurs-
es became interested in wearing surgical caps during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“Since we’re wearing the protective masks and the plastic shields, the 
caps allow us to tuck our hair up and out of the way,” Nelson said.

Not only do the caps add an additional layer of protection for patients 
and staff , they make it easier to wear the other protective devices, as the 
elastic or plastic bands can easily become entangled or damage a per-
son’s hair.

Nelson said she fi rst attempted to order them online, “but those were 
going to take several weeks to be delivered, so I decided to just put out a 
request online and see if anyone could make them.  And Nancy was one 
of the fi rst who generously volunteered,” Nelson said. 

“I wouldn’t dream of asking for money for these. I was more than 
happy to do it. John and I are staying at home doing our part to stay 
healthy in this crisis, but these folks are on the front lines every day. And 
I have all the time in the world,” she said.

Since Nancy and her husband, John, have been strictly obeying the 
COVID-19 guidelines for keeping their distance from others, they have 
been fi nding ways to stay busy at home, which for Nancy, has meant 
keeping her 1963 sewing machine humming.  

“I don’t have a new, fancy machine. I still use the heavy-duty one my 
mother-in-law gave me. Years ago, not long after we were married, when 
Helen needed a new machine, she bought two sewing machines--one for 
herself and one for me, and I’ve been using it ever since.”

And because she’s been making quilts and other projects for years, 
Nancy had an abundance of leftover fabric she could use.

“After I got the pattern, I made the fi rst one and thought, that’s too 
small. Anyone with long hair would not be able to fi t it all under that cap.”

So she tweaked the pattern as needed, and went to work using the 
fabric she had on hand to sew 30 more caps to donate. 

Nelson said she and her colleagues were very appreciative to receive 
them. Each received a personal cap, which they can easily wash, sanitize, 
and wear again.
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 CREIGHTON BUSINESS DIRECTORY

A Special Place

FULL LINE FLORIST 
DELIVERY TO SURROUNDING AREAS
www.aspecialplacecreighton.com

Ph: (402) 358-3888

KEVIN & LANI BALLER
 PEYTON AVE • CREIGHTON

402-358-3442

CREIGHTON locker606 Main St. • Creighton
402.358.5144

midwestbank.com

Midwest  
Bank

402-358-3588
www.burnslumberco.com

BULLDOG’S
S P O R T S  B A RS P O R T S  B A R

812 Main St,  
(402) 358-3200

812 Main St,  
(402) 358-3200

Happy Hour 5-6:30 pm
Beers $2.25, Premium Mixes $3, 

Well Mix $2.75,
16 oz Aluminum $3 

Brayden Zimmerer

LANCE RICE 
ORGANICS

C R E I G H T O N , N E

School: Creighton High School 
Age: 18
Parents: Brian and Mandy Zimmerer
Family: Alec
School Activities: Football and Track 
Hobbies/Interests: Hanging with 
friends, watching sports, enjoying 
the outdoors, being active 
Greatest Challenge: Passing college 
algebra 

Plans After Graduation: Attend 
University of Omaha (UNO) for 
criminology 
Goals for the future: Have a nice 
family in a nice place and enjoy life
Best Memory in High School: 
Beating Conner in our series of pig 
and rubbing it in hardcore to make 
him upset. 

On Monday, April 13, the 
Creighton School Board ap-
proved the hiring of a new 
4th grade teacher to replace 
Hannah Zimmerer (who had 
resigned to pursue a new po-
sition in Omaha). 

The Board unanimous-
ly approved hiring Jessi-
ca Horstmann, a native of 
Creighton, for the role. 

“I am excited to be teach-
ing in my hometown,” she 
said. 

“I have so many great 
memories of attending 
school myself at Creighton. 
It will also be great to be at 
the same school my kids at-
tend and having the same 
schedule.”

Horstmann has taught 
4th through 6th grade Lan-
guage Arts in Plainview for the 
past 15 years. Now, she says, 
she is looking forward to get-
ting to know all of the students 
and staff  in Creighton.

Jessica’s husband owns a 

construction business in town 
(Corey Horstmann Construc-
tion), and they have three 
children, all in the Creighton 
School system:  Coen, a 5th 
grader; Colt, a 1st grader; and 
Lanie, a kindergartener.

M E E T  T H E  C R E I G H T O NM E E T  T H E  C R E I G H T O N

Request for surgical caps results in unique designs

COURTESY PHOTO 
These surgical caps--donated to nurses and staff at Avera Creighton 
Hospital--were fashioned from Nancy’s Condon’s fabric and talent,.

NEW TEACHER

4 0 2 . 4 3 0 . 0 9 8 6

By LUKE JACOBSEN
news@myknoxconews.com
Desperate times call for des-

perate measures.
The Creighton Country Club is 

making some changes due to the 
COVID-19 situation. Due to the 
limitations of gatherings and spe-
cial precautions being made, the 
course has some measures that 
have been put into place.

One of the fi rst changes that 
have been made to accommodate 
the new recommendations is the 
amount of people allowed in the 
clubhouse at one time.

“We are only letting people to 
come pick up their food because 
right now we are only doing carry 
out orders and for their beverag-
es are the same,” Gary Hammer 
said.

As of now, league has not 
started, but that doesn’t put a 
downer on the staff  out at the 
country club.

“Hopefully we can get some 
leeway here in the beginning of 
May so we can start league play,” 
said Hammer.

Although league is not going 
on currently, the course is still 

open and ready for the golfers to 
come and play.

“The course is open, so if 
you want to come out and play a 
round or two, we would be happy 
to see you,” said Hammer.

Some other courses have been 
putting pool noodles or foam 
in their cups on the green, 
and Creighton is considering 
that option as well to protect its 
golfers..

“We haven’t done it yet, but 
that doesn’t mean we won’t,” said 
Hammer. “If we get some more 
people to come out and play, we 
will be happy to do so.”

The country club is still taking 
measures to make sure that their 
customers and everyone else stays 
safe during these times.

“We aren’t using the golf ball 
washers right now just to keep 
everyone safe,” Hammer said. 
“We don’t want people spreading 
germs to each other so this is just 
another precaution that we are 
taking.”

“We want to see everyone 
come out and play and just have 
a good time,” Hammer said. “Just 
be smart about it.”

Golf course is open; 
adhering to guidelines

CARD SHOWER 

Gary and Linda (Witt) Hamilton 
will be celebrating their 

40th wedding anniversary 
with a card shower.  

They were married April 26,1980 
at Christ Lutheran Church in 

Creighton, NE.  
Cards can be sent to 

601 N 4th Street;  
Plainview, NE 68769

Brennan Pint

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

KNOX COUNTY 
CHIROPRACTIC

C R E I G H T O N , N E

School: Creighton High School 
Age: 18
Parents: Travis Pint and Jill 
Kuhlman-Wade
Family: Candace
School Activities: Golf, FFA, NHS
Hobbies/Interests: Shooting 
hoops with friends 
Greatest Challenge: maintaining 

4.0 GPA
Plans After Graduation: Attend 
University of Nebraska Omaha 
(UNO)
Goals for the future: Become and 
accountant 
Best Memory in High School:
Playing sports with friends 

4 0 2 . 3 5 8 . 3 2 5 6

We wish Dad and Mom many 
more years of happiness!  With 

love from Brandon, Shane, Caitlin 
and families.

Hi, I'm Jerry Hanefeldt and am running for 
Knox Co. Supervisor District 4.  I apologize 

for not being able to personally visit each of 
you, but due to the virus I felt it was best not to.

You should have received a postcard this week 
which highlights some of my experience and 

positive attributes.  I would sincerely appreciate 
your vote in this election and would work hard to 

address your ideas and concerns.

JERRY HANEFELDT
Please vote 

Knox Co District 4 supervisor!
Enjoy local news? Local ADS make local news possible!

“Our kids have had a lot of 
great moments in music this 
year, and had so much more to 
come.”  Those were the senti-
ments of Deb VanMetre, Creigh-
ton’s vocal instructor, as she re-
fl ected on what would-have-been 
their annual District Music Con-
test  (which was scheduled for 
this Friday, April 24th).  

Although the coronavirus led 
to the shutdown of this activity, 
it wasn’t the fi rst time the mu-
sicians experienced disappoint-
ment over being canceled. Van-
Metre shared what it has been 
like for her students this year, 
and last, as well as the valuable 
lesson they’ve all learned about 
the power of music.

“If you remember last year at 
this time we had a pretty big snow 
storm that canceled District Mu-
sic contest last year.  What made 
last year so heartbreaking is that 
we were just a couple of days 
from perfor-
mance and 
then nothing.  
And we were 
ready. I re-
member the 
next school 
day we came 
back to class.   
We just sat there in silence be-
cause there were no words to 
describe our disappointment.  
We did get the opportunity to 
perform our music for parents 
and the community later on in 
the week, but it was still not the 
same.”

     Fast forward to this year, 
and the Varsity Choir students 
were well on their way prepar-
ing for this year’s District Music 
contest, but were taken out of the 
game yet again.  

“This time it was something 
equally out of our control, but 
much bigger.  There is no ques-
tion that my students are where 
they need to be.  Safe in their 
homes. But this is what I thought, 
what I know. We would have 
crushed it at District Music Con-
test this year.”

VanMetre said her students 
learned all new solos, large group 
and small group songs this year.  

“They were motivated, and we 

were at a point in our rehearsals 
where we were on track for some 
great moments in music--that 
kind of moment when you walk 
off  the stage, and you know that 
you have done your best, and 
your heart just feels full.  That 
is the sadness that I feel for all 

of my students. 
For the freshmen 
and sophomores, 
who have never 
gotten a chance 
to experience it 
at all.  And to the 
juniors, and es-
pecially the se-

niors, who know what it is like, 
but won’t get that chance again. 
For the seniors, for that one last 
time.”

   Van Metre says her  students 
right now are continuing to work 
on the song for graduation: “I 
Will Sing You The Stars.”

 “I hope we get to sing it to-
gether one day in person.  I hope 
we get to sing it for the seniors’ 
graduation.  I hope a lot of things.  
One thing I do know.  The set-
backs that my students have 
faced in performance opportu-
nities have not dampened their 
spirit or their love for music. 

Throughout these days of vir-
tual choir class, we have been lis-
tening to some great music, and 
have had some wonderful discus-
sions about what music does for 
the human spirit.  That is what 
we need right now.  To lift the hu-
man spirit.  And we will continue 
to work hard to do that.  My hope 
is that you will hear us.” 

“That is what we need right 
now.  To lift the human spirit. ”  

Deb VanMetre

Music students miss district 
contest again; still resilient

S P O N S O R E D  B Y



Chris Baldwin, Creighton’s guidance counsel-
or,  provided the following information about 
the graduates’ post-secondary intentions  and 
scholarships they received:
Terance Burrell-Schroeder, Criminal Jus-
tice, Dakota Wesleyan; DW Football Athletic 
Scholarship, M. Kenneth Drobny Memorial 
Scholarship, CHS Booster Club Scholarship, 
Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Christopher Cauthon, Graphic Design, 
Northeast Community College
Clay Curtis, Diesel Technology, Northeast 
Community College; NECC Board of Gover-
nors Scholarship, NECC Fred & Louise Kien-
ow Scholarship, Retail Value Steer Challenge 
Scholarship, Thomas Morlan Scholarship, 
Creighton Chamber of Commerce 
Scholarship, Richard Bartos Me-
morial Scholarship, Creighton FFA 
Scholarship
Jacob Dartman, Agronomy, South 
Dakota State University; Subway 
Team Scholarship
Madyln Dimmitt, Pre-Medicine; 
Creighton University, Creighton Uni-
versity Founders Award, Labaj, Fr. 
Joseph Award, Creighton University 
Award, John Moore Jackson Schol-
arship, Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Logan Eggers, Agronomy, North-
east Community College, NECC 
Fred & Louise Kienow Scholarship, 
Creighton FFA Scholarship, Subway 
Team Scholarship
Conner Hammer, Business Admin-
istration/Finance, Wayne State Col-
lege; WSC President’s Commitment 
Scholarship, Mel Moerer Scholar-
ship, Norfolk Mutual Scholarship, Joe 
& Betty Radosti Scholarship
Cody Hanvey, Pre-Medicine, Wayne 
State College; WSC President’s 
Commitment Scholarship, RHOP 
Scholarship, Creighton FFA Schol-
arship
Thad Hazen, Utility Line, Northeast 
Community College; Peter E. Thom-
assen Scholarship
Nisa Hinzmann, Employment
Alex Homan, Business Finance, 
University of Nebraska-Kearney; 
Maggie Schwartz Memorial Schol-

arship, Bill Harder Memorial Scholarship, 
Creighton Chamber of Commerce Scholar-
ship, CHS Booster Club Scholarship, Dan 
Brozek Memorial Scholarship, Creighton FFA 
Scholarship, Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Lexi Huigens, Business Real Estate, South-
east Community College - Lincoln
Brian Johnson, Mathematics & Secondary 
Education, University of Nebraska-Oma-
ha; UNO Regents Scholarship, UNO Scott 
Scholar, Susan Thompson-Buffet Scholar-
ship, Elks Lodge #653 Most Valuable Student 
Scholarship, American Legion Riders, Post 
#249 Scholarship, Creighton Ministerial Assoc. 

Scholarship, Lorrie Kliment Memorial Schol-
arship, CHS Makes Me Smile Scholarship, 
Russell Baldwin Memorial Scholarship, Dan 
Brozek Memorial Scholarship, St. Ludger Par-
ish Council of Catholic Women Scholarship, 
Creighton FFA Scholarship, Creighton Nation-
al Honor Society Scholarship, Erwin McDowell 
Trust Loan
Amanda Juracek, Special Education, Wayne 
State College; WSC Leadership Waiver, State 
of Nebraska Waiver, Jim B. & Lillian F. Cooper 
& Midwest Bank Scholarship, P.E.O. Chapter 
EJ Scholarship, Allen Memorial Scholarship, 
Creighton Teachers’ Association Scholarship, 

by TAMMY SCHINDLER
 news@myknoxconews.com
On Wednesday, Seth Varner 

and Austin Schneider, a couple 
of college kids from Wahoo, Ne, 
were in Creighton for the fi rst 
time. They enjoyed an off -season 
tour of the Gingerbread House in 
Creighton’s Santaland, posed for a 
picture with the BerryPepper stat-
ue outside the baseball fi eld, and 
tasted their fi rst-ever BerryPepper 
(once Brandon Gragert instructed 
them how to properly eat one, by 
turning the frozen concoction up-
side down in the cup and eating it 
like a snow cone).

But their “fi rsts” for the day 
weren’t limited to just Creighton; 
they also admired a scenic view 
near St. Helena, overlooking the 
winding Missouri river; visited the 
“Klown” Museum in Plainview; 
paid tribute to the Veterans Me-
morial in Wausa; and sat on the 
steps of the church in Bazile Mills-
-just to name a few. 

The two were road-tripping for 
the day. And before they buckled 
their seatbelts in Austin’s 2004 
Mazda 6 that morning, Seth had 
chartered their course, using an 
“old school” road map to deter-
mine which towns they could 
reach in a day’s time. Included in 
their itinerary was time to stop 
and meet a few folks and take 
some photographs.  

For the past few months, Seth 
and Austin have been traveling 
around Nebraska, with the goal of 
visiting all 531 towns in the state. 
To date, they’ve reached about half 
of them. On Wednesday, they add-
ed 17 more towns to their list. 

In Knox County, this included 
Bloomfi eld, Center, Crofton, Bazile 
Milles, Winnetoon, and Wausa. 

Their road-trip plans emerged 
soon after the COVID-19 pandem-
ic sent them home from the Uni-
versity of Omaha campus, where 
both were students. The two (who 
have grown up together since kin-
dergarten) moved back home to 
Wahoo, but quickly found them-
selves bored with passing the 
time by playing basketball, video 
games, or working.

“So I just said to Austin, ‘what 
would you think about visiting ev-
ery single town in the state?’”

And Austin was quick to re-
spond: “I’m never going to pass up 
a road-tripping opportunity. I love 
an adventure!”

Seth said the idea stemmed 
from an experience he had grow-
ing up that left him wanting to do 
more traveling in the state.

“When I was about 10 years 
old, my dad and I tried doing 
something similar. We had fam-
ily buried in nearby towns, so we 
would go visit the cemeteries. And 
we’d check out all the neighboring 
towns as well. Back then, we only 
went to towns in Saunders and 
Butler counties because that’s all 
we had time for.”

But 10-year old Seth really 
enjoyed the road trips, so he pro-

posed the idea to his dad that may-
be they could try and get to all 531 
towns in Nebraska.

“And his response was like, 
‘yeah, maybe!’ But he knew it 
wasn’t realistic for us at the time,” 
Seth said.

Fast forward to March, 2020 
when he proposed the idea to 
his lifelong friend--and the trip 
seemed more viable--so they im-
mediately began plotting their fi rst 
trip. Originally, their only inten-
tions were to show up in a town, 
get a selfi e in front of the town’s 
sign, and move on. 

In fact, the fi rst 60 towns or so, 
Austin said, they didn’t really meet 
anyone.

“I fi gured we’d just put togeth-
er a scrapbook or something when 
we were done. But then a friend 
suggested that we start a Facebook 
page, so people could track us, and 
we could post pictures,” Austin 
said. 

Once they created their page 
(titled Visit 531 Nebraska)  and 
shared their images, they started 
getting followers. They also posted 
their photographs on other sites 
for more exposure. 

One particular photo that they 
shared on the “Nebraska through 
the lens” site got 5000 ‘likes,’ and 
according to Seth, “that’s when it 
blew up for us.”  

“Overnight, our page went 
from having 1500 to 9000 follow-
ers. My phone was dead--I had to 
shut it down from all the notifi ca-
tions,” Seth said.  

Now, almost every leg of their 
daily road-trip involves stopping 
to meet people, many who have 
been tracking their tour and con-
sequently, welcome them to town. 

They also utilize apps like 
“Roadside America” to seek out 
and fi nd some of the unique fea-
tures of each community.

Occasionally, they invite an ex-
tra friend to tag along for the day. 
On Wednesday, Brooklyn Eckley-- 
who also has been friends with the 
two since elementary school--was 
their travel-mate.

Their journey isn’t a contin-

uous one. At the end of the day 
(which is typically 10-14 hours) 
they return home to Wahoo, 
where they all live. They also re-
turn to work at the Wahoo Dairy 
Queen for a few days, before head-
ing out on their next adventure, 

Deb Sukup, Vice President
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by TAMMY SCHINDLER
 news@myknoxconews.com 

  Soon, kids in Creighton who 
want to take a dip in the swim-
ming pool will be able to make 
their fi rst splash. Once all the 
necessary preparations are 
complete--some painting, ac-
quiring the necessary chem-
icals, and getting all the new 
lifeguards certifi ed--the pool 
will be open, provided that 
strict guidelines will be fol-
lowed.
  On Thursday, June 11, 
Creighton’s City Council vot-
ed to approve the opening of 
the pool, the city park, and the 
public restrooms. Pool Manag-
er Michele Knuth was present 
during the council meeting to 
explain many of the guidelines 
that will be enforced. 
   For starters, a maximum of 
50 people will be allowed at 
one time. No reservations will 
be made; it will be on a fi rst 
come-fi rst served basis. To 
help keep the area sanitized, 
the pool will be open for three 
90-minute sessions. 
    Patrons will have to evacuate 
for a half-an-hour break after 
each session so that the staff  
can sanitize the area. Patrons 
can attend more than one 
session in a day (for no extra 
cost); however, they will not 
be allowed to loiter outside the 
pool area in groups. 

Other restrictions (due to 
COVID-19) call for eliminating 
chairs and loungers. The slide 
will not be in use, nor will the 
baby pool. Any patrons who 
arrive in a small group must 
stay within that group while 
at the pool. Also, all guests’ 
foreheads will be scanned for 
a temperature and will be re-
quired to sign in and provide 
a parents’ or guardian’s phone 
number. 
  Knuth said they will likely 
hire an extra lifeguard just to 

monitor and enforce the rules 
regarding social distancing. 
  She expressed optimism 
about having the pool open, 
but acknowledged it will take 
a lot of cooperation on every-
one’s part. “It’s a privilege this 
year to go swimming,” she 
said.  
   The Council also ap-
proved more immediately 
opening the city bathrooms 
and park.  Councilman Mark 
Ripp encouraged the council to 
consider opening both as soon 
as possible, “like tomorrow,” 
he said. Since there won’t be 
anyone overseeing the use of 
the park, signs will be posted 
to remind patrons to use at 
their own risk.
   At the conclusion of the 
meeting, Mayor Steve Morrill 
commented that in order to 
keep the parks and pool open, 
everyone will need to use com-
mon sense. If people don’t 
abide by the rules, everything 
will have to be closed back up, 
he said.  
    In other Council busi-
ness, City Administrator 
Lindsay Nelson explained that 
the city of Creighton, by part-
nering with Great Plains Com-
munication, is eligible for a 
Rural Access grant that would 
provide Broadband Internet 
to all households. The Council 
voted to approve that partner-
ship. 
    The Council also approved 
the hiring of additional base-
ball and softball coaches, and 
accepted the resignation of 
council member Brandi Dim-
mitt, who has taken a diff er-
ent job and will be moving. 
The Council authorized City 
Administrator Nelson to ad-
vertise the position. The may-
or will need to make a recom-
mendation before someone is 
selected. 

PHOTO BY TAMMY SCHINDLER
Seth Varner and Austin Schneider of Wahoo took some time for photo op in front of a few of Creighton’s “landmarks” 
-- the BerryPepper statue and at Creighton’s SantaLand. 

Three earn promotions at 
Midwest Bank in Creighton

courtesy article
Midwest Bank recently 

announced the promotions of 
Deb Sukup, Karla Kuhlman and 
Aaron Williamson.

Deb Sukup has been named 
Vice President.  Deb’s career at 
Midwest Bank has spanned over 
42 years. Over the years, Deb has 
worked in every aspect of the 
retail department of the bank, 
including customer service, new 
accounts, & deposit operations.  
Currently, Deb manages retail 
area of the branch and loves 
working with clients daily. 

Karla Kuhlman has been 
named Vice President, Manager 
of Mortgage Lending.  Karla has 
been instrumental in managing 
the centralization of all mortgage 
loan processing to our Creighton 
location, as well as continuing 
to handle all mortgage lending 
responsibilities in the Creighton 
market.  This summer, Karla 
will be celebrating 25 years with 
Midwest Bank. 

Aaron Williamson has been 
named Vice President.  For the 

entirety of his 8-year career with 
Midwest Bank, Aaron has been 
a loan offi  cer and licensed crop 
insurance agent.  

Moving forward, Aaron will 
continue to build relationships 
with clients and prospects in the 
Creighton area.   

Please see ROAD TRIP, page 6

City Council to allow 
opening of pool, parks

With Two Locations to Serve You!
Filips Vision Source-
Hartington
202 S. Robinson
P.O.Box 548
Hartington, NE 68739
Phone: 402-254-2020 
or 877-254-2015 

Filips Vision Source-
Creighton
817 Main Street
P.O. Box 87
Creighton, NE 68729
Phone: 402-358-3700
www.FilipsVisionSource.comRoger Filips, O.D., F.A.A.O.

Filips Vision Source is open on a limited basis, 
but we are still here for you! 

For the safety of our patients, we are slowing our 
schedule to allow time to disinfect between 

appointments. We will take your temperature, ask 
screening questions and wear masks. 

We understand eye problems do not stop during a 
pandemic and we will stay open as long as we safely can. 

Dr. Filips is available after hours for emergencies, whenever he is 
in town. Please, call his home phone.

Covid-19 has changed the way we do 
things, but we are still here for you!

Karla Kuhlman, Vice President, 
Manager of Mortgage Lending

Aaron Williamson, Vice President

Scholarships announced for 2020 CHS graduates

Please see SCHOLARSHIPS, , page 6



JUNE 17, 2020
COVID-19

COVERAGE



MyKnoxCountyNews.com$1.00 Per CopyWednesday, June 17, 2020 Facebook & Instagram
@KnoxCountyNews

Volume 130, No. 12

INDEX

WEEKEND WEATHER

Bloomfi eld .......................5
Churches ........................3
Classifi eds ......................9
Creighton ........................4
Legals .............................8
Obituaries .......................7
Sports ...........................10

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

Virtual torch run a hit in county

Verdigre woman celebrates 108th birthday
By CARRIE PITZER

news@myknoxconews.com
Looking out the window from Alpine Village, Lottie Randa 

smile and waved – unless the parade of cars stopped too long. 
Then the Verdigre woman gestured for them to keep moving. 
After all, it was her birthday parade.

Sunday marked Lottie’s 108th birthday. She’s the third oldest 
person in Nebraska and the oldest living female.

“It’s pretty amazing to be that age and still have a good mind,” 
said her daughter-in-law Carolyn.

Don and Carolyn Randa, along with several dozen family 
members and lots of community members, treated Lottie to a 
birthday parade. Due to the COVID-19 situation, Lottie stayed 
inside Alpine Village in Verdigre. She watched the parade from the 
window near a 10-foot cardboard birthday cake, waving to family 
and friends and blowing kisses to her great-great-grandchildren.

“This is a family tradition,” said Lindy Sandos of Wayne, one 
of Lottie’s great-granddaughters. “We get as many people as we 
can to come up. This year has been so much diff erent, but we’re 

Advertising on the front page Advertising on the front page 
is � rst come, � rst serve.is � rst come, � rst serve.

Reserve this ad space today. Reserve this ad space today. 

Location. Location. Location.Location. Location. Location.

CROFTON

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myknoxconews.com

The Cornhusker State Games Virtual Torch Run, which 
began in Nebraska on June 1, made its way into Knox County 
last Tuesday.

According to organizers, the goal was to have at least one 
runner represent every county. Knox County easily eclipsed 
that with more than 10 participants on their assigned day. 

Runners, who participate free of charge, were asked to 
run a minimum of one mile in a safe location in their home 
county and encouraged to post or email a photo or short 
video of themselves. 

The Torch Run, typically run on a physical route through 
dozens of communities across Nebraska, is the precursor to 
the Cornhusker State Games, which off ers competition in 
more than 60 sports at some 70 venues in Lincoln, Omaha 
and surrounding communities. The virtual format was 
created in response to directed health measures and will 
continue through Thursday, June 25, crossing three to six 
counties daily.

BLOOMFIELD

PHOTO BY HANNAH SCHMECKPEPER PENA
The Bloomfi eld lifeguards all say they are  excited to be back in business 
for the summer. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,  they are following pool 
procedures to make sure everyone is keeping safe.  Pictured from left 
to right are Lauren Pinkelman, Hudson Barger, Brooklyn Eisenhauer, 
and Pool manager Bree Eisenhauer.

17,031
CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 

6:15 P.M. MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2020
231 DEATHS REPORTED

142,566 TESTED
15 CONFIRMED IN KNOX COUNTY

Dam Race is a go
Crofton’s Dam Race 
committee encourages 
athletes to keep training for the 
July 25 triathlon, half marathon 
and bike race at the Lewis & 
Clark State Recreation Area in 
Nebraska.
 As of June 15, the Nebraska 
Game & Parks Commission 
(NGPC) has yet to approve 
outside entities hosting events 
in the State Recreation Areas.
“We will continue to work 
with public offi cials, the local 
health department, and NGPC 
leadership in the coming 
weeks before making a fi nal 
decision,” says Tyler Wulf, 
superintendent at Lewis 
& Clark State Recreation 
Area. “The decision will also 
be dependent on Directed 
Health Measures. The health 
and safety of park staff and 
users continues to be our 
main priority. We appreciate 
everyone's understanding 
and patience as we continue 
to open park facilities and 
activities.”
The race committee continues 
to work with the Commission, 
has designated a Safety 
Offi cer and created a Safety 
Plan to meet their needs and 
ensure the safety of the public. 

Baseball game
The Bloomfi eld men's baseball 
team will host its fi rst game on 
Friday night against Randolph. 
The doubleheaders begins at 
8 p.m.

CREIGHTON
Movie night planned
The Faith, Hope, and Love 
Fellowship in Creighton is 
hosting a movie night Friday 
night at 7 p.m. at 504 Oak 
Street. The fellowship will be 
showing the Case For Christ, 
the true inspirational story of 
Lee Stobel. It will be open to 
the public.

- Please see  BIRTHDAY, page  2

BLOOMFIELD POOL OPENS

CLASS OF 2020CLASS OF 2020CLASS OF 2020CLASS OF 2020CLASS OF 2020CLASS OF 2020

PHOTO BY HANNAH SCHMECKPEPER PENA
Lindy Sandos of Wayne holds up a sign for her great-grandma Lottie Randa 
to see. In the photo at left, Don Randa waves to his mother inside Alpine 
Village on Sunday, which was her 108th birthday.

COURTESY PHOTO
Jackie Freeman of Bloomfi eld tackled a 10K 
during her part of the torch run for Knox County. 

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

For the senior class of 2020, graduation 
looked diff erent than any held in previous 
years. Thanks to the restrictions enforced due to 
COVID-19, each student was allowed 13 guests, 
all who were required to have a ticket to attend 
the outdoor ceremony, and had to be seated in 
groups far enough apart to respect the social 
distancing guidelines. 

Brian Johnson, the valedictorian of the class 
of 2020, put it best:  “Welcome to Creighton’s 
fi rst-ever, ultra-exclusive, invitation-only, 
outdoor graduation ceremony.”

The 27 graduates were seated on the 50-
yard line of the football fi eld, where a low-
level platform was the center stage. To begin, 
Superintendent Robby Thompson welcomed 
guests to the ceremony. Then each of the 
academic leaders of the class delivered their 
speeches — dwelling less on the hardships they’d 
endured by missing out on their last quarter of 

school together, but focusing more on a message 
of optimism about going forward from here.  

With a strong wind whipping their graduation 
caps and tassels, each took turns addressing 
the guests — some who were seated in folding 
chairs, others who were in the bleachers, and 
some along the outer edge who brought their 
own lawn chairs.

Co-salutatorian Conner Hammer used his 
turn at the podium to encourage his classmates 
to pursue a path where they feel like they can 
make a diff erence in the world.

In addition to the academic lessons, Hammer 
acknowledged that school off ered many other 
priceless lessons, like “recognizing the value 
of succeeding, and trying your best. Having the 
correct mindset makes all the diff erence,” he 
said.

Hammer challenged his classmates to take all 
that they have learned so far and make a positive 

Creighton hosts graduation

PHOTOS BY
 JENNY HIGGINS

Valedictorian Brian 
Johnson (middle) 

and co-salutatorians 
Maddie York and 
Connor Hammer 

were recognized at 
graduation. In the 

photo at right, Thad 
Hazen hugs his 

brother during the 
ceremony.

- Please see  GRADUATION, page  2

Sunday
  High 85
  Low: 63
  Precip: 30%

Friday
  High 79
  Low: 62
  Precip: 0%

Saturday
  High 81
  Low: 62
  Precip: 40%
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 Birthday
been meeting over Zoom to do drills and 
conditioning. When the weight rooms doors 
opened this week, everyone was excited to get 
back at it.

“We wanted to make sure they were doing 
something to stay in shape when school got 
shut down,” Coach Kuchar said. “Zoom was a 
good option at the time, but made it difficult as 
many of the athletes don’t have the necessary 
equipment.”

Coaches are expected to enforce the strict 
guidelines that are still in place regarding 
weight room activity, like making sure students 
still maintain social distancing rules and 
sanitizing the equipment after each use.

Under the newest guidelines, a school can 
allow a maximum of 25 persons per session, 
but that group must be pre-determined. Once 
those groups have been set, athletes are not 
allowed to switch from one group to another.

To meet those requirements, Coach Kliment 
created a spreadsheet via Google Classrooms so 
students could sign up for an hour-long session 
between 6 and 10 a.m.

“Kids were eager to sign up. It was great to 
see. Plus, with many of their other summer 
activities in question at the time (like baseball 
and softball), they just really want to be active,” 
said Kliment.

The Bloomfield coaches set up four, one-
hour long session times with eight boys, one at 
each rack, per session, unless you’re from the 
same family. 

In that case, brothers are able to use the 
same rack. In between each session, the boys 
sanitize and disinfect their rack getting it ready 
for the next group. 

“It's been pretty hard, in the sense that I 
didn’t get to see the kids every day, be there to 
help lead them in the workouts, so it’s good to 

have them back in here,” Kuchar said.
Between each group session at Creighton, 

coaches have a “disinfecting gun” that they use 
to spray, then wipe down all the cushions and 
bars. And students, also, are expected to spray 
and wipe down the equipment after each use.

Creighton is paying tedious attention to 
detail about disinfecting equipment and 
maintaining social distance, but Kliment said 
he and other coaches are not discouraged by 
that at all.

“We’re willing to do whatever we can to get 
kids working out. And the students have been 
great, too — they want to get in here,” Kliment 
said.

The day to day camaraderie built between 
athletes and coaches through shared workouts 
and experiences is something the local 
programs have missed.

“These boys are pretty connected and were 
excited to get back to the old fashioned face to 
face interactions,” Kuchar said.
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Pumped For Weight Rooms

COURTESY PHOTO
Coach Zac Kliment of Creighton cleans a weightlifting bench this week after the weight room opened 
to students.
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Golf Course

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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laughed. Brian added with 
a chuckle, “They had this 
hypnotizing eff ect on me.”

After doing some research and 
asking around, the couples came 
across Randy and Tara Cipriano, 
who have been raising llamas in 
Garland, Nebraska since 1986. 
They started out with two, and 
now have a herd of 130 plus. Randy 
travels to Argentina and Chile to 
pick out his llamas to bring back to 
Garland to breed. 

The Davises fi rst showed up at 
Cipriano’s with an idea of the age 
of the llama they wanted and a 
budget. They ended up purchasing 

Golden Boy and Barack, who were 
both 6 months of age. 

When Lori found out Brenda, 
her friend since childhood, had a 
llama she said, “If Brenda gets a 
llama, I want a llama too.” 

That's when Temptress was 
purchased. Her name and 
beautiful white coat were the 
deciding factors for their fi rst 
female of the group. She was 2 
years old when she was purchased 
with an end goal of breeding her. 

On Saturday night, the animals 
will make their television debut 
on “Heartland Docs, DVM.” The 
program has local appeal, as it 

focuses on a pair of Hartington 
veterinarians, Ben and Erin 
Schroeder, and the work they do in 
the area.  

Brian has been using the 
Schroeder’s veterinarian services 
for their horses, and then for the 
llamas, when needed.  Before 
they had any knowledge of the 
show, the Davises asked Ben and 
Erin to ultrasound Temptress to 
make sure she was bred. Then, it 
just so happened that Brian and 
Brenda had their dogs over at the 
Heartland Docs offi  ce on a day 
of fi lming. The vets asked if the 
couples and their llamas would 
be interested in being part of the 
show. Of course, they agreed.

The fi rst episode consists of 
the couples hauling their llamas 
over to Heartland Docs’ offi  ce for 
wellness checkups. According to 
Brian, a day of fi lming is no easy 
task. It's redoing the same thing 
over and over for 6-8 hours, for 
just a few minutes of TV time. 
However, they’ve truly enjoyed 
working with the crew. 

“We’re just having a lot of fun 
with it,” Brian said. 

Brenda added, “Ben and Erin 
are such good good people, so any 
positive press we can get here is a 
plus by just telling our stories of 
farming and farm work.” 

National Geographic held a 
premiere party at the Hartington 
Hotel, which Ben and Erin 
remodeled as part of their side 
hobby. There were top executives 
from National Geographic 
there and everyone who made 
an appearance on the show. 
The Davises and Mosses taped 
numerous episodes and have made 

their llamas little “reality stars.”
According to all, these animals 

and their friendship have been a 
unique bonding, memory-making 
experience. 

The Davises recalled when they 
fi rst brought the llamas to their 
farm in Bloomfi eld, they were 
pretty skittish, as it takes a lot of 
time and handling to get them 
tame. 

Veterinarian Lori Moss 
concurred. “They like to have 
interaction with humans by 
pushing their nose against your 
nose,” she said. “So when we go 
out to see them, we lean forward, 
put our nose out there and they 
will reach out and put their nose 
against our respective noses.”  

Whether it’s just a stereotype or 
not, llamas do have a reputation 
for spitting at people.  Brenda says 
she's only seen Temptress “spit” 
twice. One time actually makes 
the show, when the Heartland 
Docs were trying to give her some 
deworming medication and she 
spit it right back out. The other 
was when the boys got a little too 
close to her during her pregnancy. 

However, according to Lori, 
llamas don’t usually spit at 
humans. They tend to save it for 
members of their own species. 
Instead of spitting, they actually 
do a lot of humming.

 “Llamas use humming as their 
way of communicating and tend to 
hum for a variety of reasons,” says 
Monte. Mamas hum to greet their 
babies, but also when tired and 
cautious.

Tune in on Saturday night to 
see all of their antics capture for 
reality television.

KNOX COUNTYKNOX COUNTY NEWS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020 - PAGE 2

10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property

Heart Healthy 

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Reality TV

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Feb. 4 25 13 0 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 32 13 0 
Thursday,  Feb. 6 40 10 0 
Friday,  Feb. 7 31 15 0  
Saturday,  Feb. 8 38 9 0  
Sunday, Feb. 9 32 20 0 
Monday,  Feb. 10 39 12 0 

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

ACROSS
1. Sell illegally
6. Crime scene evidence
9. “From California to 

the New York Island,” e.g.
13. Berth deck in relation 

to poop deck
14. Poetic over
15. Chocolate cake 

ingredient
16. Like Solitaire player
17. Go a-courting
18. Packing
19. *”Go Tell It on the 

Mountain” author
21. *South Africa’s fi rst 

black president
23. Bag, ‡ Paris
24. Schooner pole
25. #1 on Billboards 

Chart, e.g.
28. One way to memorize
30. *Civil rights activist 

and Ferguson opponent
35. Single pip cards
37. Give a shot of 

novocaine
39. Call forth
40. Long John Silver’s 

walk
41. Sauna product
43. Dashing style
44. Pariah, for medical 

reasons
46. Back arrow key
47. As opposed to gross
48. Kane and Goldberg, 

TV characters

50. Georgia ____ 
university

52. Poseidon’s domain
53. MXN, as in currency
55. Snowman Olaf’s fa-

vorite thing
57. *2019 eponymous 

movie character
61. Errand runner, at 

court
65. Matter of debate
66. Harry Potter’s 

Hedwig
68. Ineff ectual vomiting
69. Giblets part
70. *Famous movie di-

rector, Spike
71. Ruhr’s industrial 

center
72. Played at military 

funerals
73. Flow alternative
74. Nostradamus and 

such
DOWN
1. Hunk of something
2. Flavored with kola 

nuts
3. Absent without leave
4. Gives a helping hand
5. Antebellum
6. Pillow fi ller
7. ____colonial or 

____classical
8. Oven emanation?
9. Lady’s man
10. Ne plus ultra
11. Famous Coward
12. Man Ray’s genre
15. Back of a saddle

20. Popular Byzantine 
artwork

22. Nile viper
24. Reminder of times 

past
25. *First African 

American to win Best Actress 
Oscar

26. More slippery
27. Allegro and lento, in 

music
29. *Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, 1984
31. Like fair share
32. Arch and ball loca-

tion, pl.
33. *On Debi Thomas’ 

foot when she won Olympic 
medal

34. Busybody, in Yiddish
36. Work detail
38. Bid, past tense
42. Coff ee shop order
45. D’Artagnan’s weapon 

of choice
49. Get the picture
51. *Harlem Renaissance 

poet
54. Fur shawl
56. Canada fl yers
57. Handle of #45 Down
58. Most populous 

continent
59. Invitation request
60. Regrets
61. Commoner
62. Diamond’s corner
63. Walkie-talkie word
64. Japanese money, pl.
67. *Du Bois

 150245

 2601 South 13th St.
 Norfolk, NE 68701

 402-371-1306

 www.JerrysTrailers.com

 • FREE ADMISSION
 • INDOOR SHOWROOM
 • SALES REPS ON HAND
 •  SPECIAL FINANCING!

 February 13th-15th
 10am to 7pm

 February 16th
 Noon to 6pm

 All New Lines On Sale Including:
 Alpine, Brookstone, 

 Avalanche,
 Coachmen Chaparral

 Coachman - Freedom Express, 
 Durango Gold, 2500, 1500, 

 East to west, Wildwood, 
 Wildwood FSX

So she advises everyone “to fi nd out what 
works best for you; although every exercise we 
do can be modifi ed.”

Jen is a self-taught, self-motivated trainer 
who is certifi ed to teach a variety of exercise 
courses.  Although most of her classes have 
intimidating titles—like “Bootcamp” and 
“Insanity,” she insists that her classes are 
designed for people of all levels of fi tness to 
participate.

“Jen always demonstrates low-impact 
moves for those who don’t want high impact,” 
according to Monica Morrill, one of Jen’s loyal 
attendees.

Participants in Wortman’s classes range 
in age, but if anyone has doubts about being 
too old or too out of shape, she points out the 
experience of one former member, who was 67 
years old when she started.

“She didn’t have a lot of strength, so when we 
did pushups, she would just do those against 
the wall. It wasn’t long before she could get up 
and down off  the fl oor easily, and could even do 
pushups,” Wortman said.

In addition to gaining strength, Wortman 
says there are just so many benefi ts to exercising 

regularly: it helps reduce blood pressure, 
strengthens the heart, decreases the risk of 
diabetes, improves metabolism, and helps in 
maintaining a healthy body weight.

“I’m not sure what the cons are. I get that 
people are reluctant at fi rst. But I think people 
just have to schedule it into their day, so they 
don’t talk themselves out of it,” she said.

Jen’s knows the truth of this on a personal 
level. Her own mother had a heart condition 
and surgery recently, but is now taking the time 
to workout, eat more nutritious meals, and is 
feeling much healthier and optimistic about 
life, according to her daughter.

Jen acknowledges that her own motivation 
came six years ago, when she knew she needed 
to make some changes in her own lifestyle, 
when she wasn’t happy with the way she looked 
or felt. She started paying closer attention to 
her meals, but then she also stepped out of her 
comfort zone and into the exercise arena in a 
bold way. 

After participating in just one ‘Shaun T’ class 
(who is famous for his BeachBody videos), she 
fell in love with it. 

“Then there was a Shaun T training class in 
Lincoln, so I decided to go. All by myself.”

It wasn’t just a follow-along-with-Shaun-T 

kind of experience... Wortman says she had to 
learn the various moves that day, get instruction 
on how to teach the classes, take a written test, 
then split up into groups to practice.

“And then we actually had to take turns 
teaching the class to small groups,” Wortman 
said.

In the end, she became certifi ed to teach 
“Insanity,”  so when she returned to Creighton, 
she started advertising her class.

Monica Morrill said she started attending 
Jen’s “Insanity” class almost 3 years ago after 
several participants told her it was an excellent 
workout and also fun.

“Jen works hard at trying to schedule classes 
to accommodate everyone.” Morrill said. 

Wortman now teaches 13 classes (per week) 
in the morning and afternoons, sometimes two 
in a row, which she admits can be a little trying 
at times. But then again, she can’t imagine 
a diff erent lifestyle, as she appreciates the 
benefi ts. 

“Working out in a group is easier and more 
fun. It helps keep you motivated,” said Morrill.

Jen is married to Greg Wortman, and they 
have 3 kids: Brady (21), Caden (18), and Cassidy 
(15). 

- Continued From Page  1

Calendar Changes
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As Principal Nilson pointed out, 
“We’re always looking for ways to 
help students, especially if they’re 
struggling.”

Superintendent Thompsen also 
off ered the Board his evaluation 
of Ryon Nilson’s performance 
as principal, noting that Nilson 
had reached the six goals they 
had discussed and reviewed 
together. Upon Thompsen’s 
recommendation, and supported 
unanimously by the Board, Nilson 
will receive a 3% raise in pay.  

Thompsen also reported that 
he had received 13 applications 
for the open P.E. position. “We 
have several good candidates,” 
Thompsen said.  He expects to 
narrow the fi eld down to 3 or 4 and 

begin interviews soon.

Nilson also explained that 
security systems were in place, 
thanks to funding support from the 
Cooper Foundation, the Booster 
Club, and the school, in order to 
provide community access to the 
building. Patrons can get a fob, 
which provides keyless entry to 
the facility, which gains them 
entrance to the multi-purpose 
room for things like exercise 
sessions, meetings, etc.  The cost 
for “renting” the fob is $50 (plus an 
initial cost of $25 for set-up fees) 
and requires some paperwork to 
be fi lled out in advance. That gives 
the person access from August 1 to 
July 31.  And for security purposes, 
the cameras also record the person 
entering and using the building.  

Guilty Plea
- Continued From Page  1
mother upon returning to 
Yankton.  On Nov.r 4, 2018, at 
approximately 10 p.m., Hunhoff  
left her mother’s residence, alone, 
to drive home to Yankton.  She did 
not call her mother as she did not 
make it home.  Having not heard 
from her daughter, her mother 
began repeatedly calling her phone 
to determine her whereabouts.  All 
calls were unanswered.

James and other men were 
near Hunhoff ’s mother’s residence 
as she was leaving.  James 
and another man encountered 
Hunhoff  outside of the residence 
and got into her car with her 
inside. James, Hunhoff , and 
another man traveled to Norfolk, 
arriving at about 11:00 p.m. When 
they arrived in Norfolk, James 
remained in the vehicle, and the 
other man left the vehicle.  James 
drove Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle, 
with her inside, to the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska. 

During the early morning hours 
of November 5, 2018, while on the 
Santee Sioux Indian Reservation, 
James killed Phyllis Hunhoff .  
He stabbed her with a knife and 
strangled her.  She died in her 
vehicle as a result of the bleeding 
and strangulation.  James drove 
Phyllis Hunhoff ’s vehicle to a 
gas station on the Santee Sioux 
Indian Reservation.  Video from 

the gas station showed James 
putting gasoline into her vehicle 
and driving away.  Later, James 
returned in the same vehicle to the 
gas station and pumped gasoline 
into a soda bottle.  James put the 
bottle containing the gasoline into 
the vehicle.  He then drove to a 
wooded location on the Santee 
Sioux Indian Reservation in Knox 
County, Nebraska, where he set 
fi re to Hunhoff ’s body and her 
vehicle to conceal evidence of the 
murder.  He abandoned the body 
and vehicle and left the area.

Law enforcement offi  cers 
investigated the murder and 
obtained evidence, including 
surveillance footage of James at 
the gas station during the early 
morning hours of November 5, 
2018.  Santee Police recovered 
the shirt James was wearing when 
he killed Phyllis Hunhoff  from a 
trash receptacle.  Her DNA was on 
James’ shirt.  James’s DNA was 
on clothing Phyllis Hunhoff  was 
wearing when he killed her. 

United States Attorney Joe Kelly 
expressed his appreciation for the 
hard work and cooperation of 
multiple law enforcement agencies 
in both Nebraska and South 
Dakota.  “The quick and thorough 
work of these agencies, coupled 
thereafter with the acquisition 
of digital evidence, resulted in 
holding James accountable for 
this horrifi c crime and tragic loss 
for the Hunhoff  family,” Kelly said.

FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Kristi Johnson added, “The FBI’s 
partnership with the Santee Sioux 
Nation Tribal Police, Knox County 
Sheriff , and Nebraska State 
Patrol were vital to the success 
of this investigation. So long as 
our Native American partners 
face terrible crimes like this on 
reservation land, the FBI stands 
ready to work alongside them as 
we together seek justice for all.”

The case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Nebraska State Patrol, Knox 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Santee 
Sioux Nation Tribal Police, 
Yankton County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
Yankton Police Department 
(South Dakota), Norfolk Police 
Department, the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center, the 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal, and 
the Lincoln Police Department.
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CREIGHTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

Buck-out Bull Riding
Knox County Rodeo 
Association brings you to 
Bloomfi eld Buck-out Bull 
Riding at the Harm & Tulleys 
Event Center Bloomfi eld 
February 29. Gates open at 
5 pm and the event begins at 
6:00pm. $10 admission 5 and 
under free. Prairie Thunder 
Band by The Bloomfi eld Fire 
Department at the American 
Legion Post Pavilion 9 p.m. to 
midnight. $10.00 at the door. 

Legals in this issue
• Liquor Licenses
• Estates
• Organizations
• Knox County
• Bloomfi eld School
• City of Creighton
• NPPD

Turn to 7 for Legals

Complete Forecast, 
MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather
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Creighton NewsThe

Noah's Ark workshop 
The Noah’s Ark Build 
Workshop will be Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
the Creighton Public Library. 
The cost is $15. Prepayment 
is due by January 10. 

Preschool  
Creighton Public School 
Preschool is currently taking 
registrations for the upcoming
2020-2021 school year. 
Please register your child by 
calling Creighton Elementary 
at 358-5001 By January 31. 

Humanities Nebraska
St. Ludger Social Hall in 
Creighton is hosting a soup 
luncheon Sunday, January 26, 
11 a.m.-1p.m. It will be a free-
will offering. A silent auction 
and Scholastic Book fair will 
also be held.

BLOOMFIELD

- Please see DRONE, page 2

- Please see MOSER,  page 2

Moser teaches students to 'solve for tomorrow'
Creighton grad captures 4th straight title

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

“Too often we give our children answers to 
remember, rather than problems to solve.”

That may be the opinion of some critics of the 
modern-day educational system, but it certainly 
isn’t the teaching philosophy of Brett Moser, science 
teacher at Gering High School in Nebraska, and a 
2009 graduate of Creighton High School.

Moser perpetually strives to help students solve 
“real-world” problems, and his eff orts are paying off , in 
more ways than one. Because of the work that Moser, 
his colleague Justin Reinmuth, and their students 
have done in the classroom, Gering High School was 
named a Nebraska State Winner in Samsung’s “Solve 
for Tomorrow” contest. Again.

This marks the fourth year in a row that Gering has 
been a state winner in the nationwide contest. 

 "Samsung started Solve for Tomorrow 10 years 

ago, and over those 10 years, the most winning school 
in the country out of 20,000 entries is Gering High 
School. They have won three consecutive state titles, 
making two national fi nals appearances, and won 
the national competition in 2017,” is what Dr. David 
Steel, Samsung’s Executive Vice President, stated in a 
video produced to highlight their program.

The Samsung contest specifi cally rewards 
students and their instructors who use STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
knowledge to benefi t their community — locally, 
statewide, even globally, and to have a positive impact 
on the world. 

For Moser, this “partnership” with Samsung 
became most relevant to his physics class last year, 
when they designed a wheelchair that could be 
controlled by eye movement. After coming up with 
the idea, the team researched, found and purchased Brett Moser, teacher at Gering High School, works with his Physics students 

on an award-winning water transportation project.

We are proud to be your local printer!

Flyer believes most drone sightings just copycats

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Dorothy Greckel is content 
listening to her family share stories 
of her life and chuckling along with 
them.

Despite turning 102 on Monday, 
the Bloomfi eld woman remains sharp 
enough to tell the stories herself, but 
instead she likes to listen and laugh.

“A lot of things have changed,” 
Greckel said as she reminisced the 
last century. “We milked cows and 
separated (the milk). We raised 
chickens. They don’t do that anymore. 
The little things have changed.”

At Bloomfi eld’s Good Samaritan 
Center on Sunday, Dorothy was 
joined by her two sons, their wifes, 
and her only grandson and his wife to 
celebrate her milestone birthday. At 
least it was a milestone to everyone 
but Dorothy. 

“Birthdays are just days to me. 
Time went fast,” she said.

Dorothy was one of seven children 
– six girls and one boy — born to 
Henry and Anna Ehlers two miles 
north and one mile east of Bloomfi eld.

She attended Pleasant Hill, a one-
room schoolhouse with 60 other 
children because “the farm families 
had lots of kids. Dorothy said she 
went to school from kindergarten 
until eighth grade but then had to 
stay home and work — and dance.

Dorothy said she loves to waltz and 
polka and even took a stroll on the 
dance fl oor the weekend before her 
big birthday as they celebrated her 
grandson, Shane’s wedding. Since 
she started at 12, Dorothy said she’s 
been dancing for 90 years.

“Our folks like to dance, and they 
took us,” she remembered. “We had 
to learn or otherwise stay home, so 
we danced.”

Dorothy doesn’t mince words 
when it comes to the secret to a long 
life. “Keep your mind to yourself and 
keep on working,” she said.

Her long life, she said, is because 
she’s never stopped. Although 
Dorothy moved into the nursing 
home in August, she had lived by 
herself up to that point – up to age 
101.

“We didn’t let her get old,” said her 
daughter-in-law Jolene. “We never 
thought of her as old or treated her 
as old.”

Up until an accident over the 
summer, Dorothy lived alone, cooked 
and cleaned, raked her “pesky leaves” 
and pulled dandelions while on all 
fours. She also still canned.

“She never drank or smoked,” said 
her son, Lonnie, when asked about 
her longevity.

But Dorothy had a secret from her 

102-year-old shares
secrets to long life

Dorothy Greckel 
celebrated her 
102nd birthday 
a day early. The 
Bloomfi eld woman 
turned 102 on 
Monday and 
enjoyed Sunday 
with (from left) 
Connie and Harlan 
Greckel, Lonnie 
and Jolene Greckel 
and Shane and 
Kate Greckel.

PHOTOS BY CARRIE PITZER

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

With reports of mysterious drones being 
seen across Nebraska and Colorado the last 
several weeks, everyone seems to have a theory 
as to what they are or why they're fl ying. 

Shane Greckel of Bloomfi eld is a hobby drone 
user and on Thursday morning demonstrated a 
drone fl ying at heights of 50 to 400 feet, which 
is the maximum fl ight altitude allowed by the 
FAA.

"The whole point of the exercise was to 
demonstrate a couple of things," he said, which 

included the heat, sun exposure and everything 
that may aff ect how one perceives things in the 
air.

"The drone we tested today had two strobe 
lights on it. These strobe lights basically were 
merged into one after we got up over 100 feet," 
he said. 

The demonstration, which was with a 
quadcopter drone, showed that at 100 feet the 
drone was inaudible. By the time it reached 
400 feet, not only was the drone inaudible 
but it actually resembled a much higher-fl ying 

commercial plane.
Reports of mysterious drones indictated 

that six to 10 drones have been seen shortly 
after dusk, fl ying in a grid-like pattern with six 
foot wingspans. The reported objects were said 
to have running lights, although none of the 
reports have been substantiated at this time. 

The FAA has said the objects seen don’t 
appear to be military drones or licensed drones 
belonging to any known company, which has 
lead to various conspiracies. Greckel said it’s 

Sunday
  High 16
  Low: 2
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 15
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: 3
  Precip: 0%

WAUSA
Soup supper planned
Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Wausa's Men and Boys 
will host an oyster stew/chili 
supper on January 25, 7 p.m. 
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10-12-2019 
John Tauber, 59, Winnetoon 
I.  DUI
10-12-2019 Jesse Godfrey, 37, 

Rosebud, SD 
I. Possession of Stolen 

Property
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TeamMates

400+/- Acres, Devils Nest Development,
Knox County - Can be divided

160.5 Acres, all grass unit,
development potential, Knox County, NE

70.02+/- Acres, recreational unit,
within Devils Nest, Knox County, NE

25.94 Acres, rec paradise, located just minutes from the 
Missouri River, excellent views, Dixon County, NE
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To assist them in their recruiting, planning, 
and fundraising eff orts, they recruited board 
members Linda Asher, Ron Sukup, Tray Van 
Metre, Annie Doerr, Steve Mattern, Kari 
Nilson, Christa Eggers, Russ Diedrichsen, and 
Jan Strope.   

Bloomfi eld’s program was introduced in 
2016 and has never looked back.  Under the 
guidance of their board members  Travis 
Mlady, Jason Hefner, Amy Eisenhauer, Shane 
Alexander, Jerry Nip, Pastor Bobby, and 
Lyndsy Jeness, they have opened the school’s 
doors to give mentees/mentors full use of their 
facilities.  

According to one of the parents in 
Bloomfi eld, Ashley Doerr, she sees abundant 
advantages.  For many kids, it helps improve 
their grades and attendance.  And since 
mentees and mentors are required to fi ll out 
forms indicating their strengths, weaknesses, 
interestests, the board does a remarkable job of 
matching students with adults.

Doerr says that she has nothing but positive 
things to say about her daughter’s relationship 

with her mentor.
As a parent, “I love that my daughter has 

a positive outlet that is someone other than 
family. I would defi nitely recommend the 
program to all kids and adults. I feel kids need 
someone to look up to in their lives that are not 
their parents.”

Both chapters are always recruiting new 
mentors, as they want to make sure every 
student who is interested in participating gets 
assigned a mentor.  

Baldwin states that “any student can sign 
up.  They don’t have to be ‘at-risk’ students, 
which I think once was the stigma of mentoring 
programs.  All that is required is a student 
who is interested, and a parent or guardian’s 
permission.”

However, to protect the students, there are 
stringent guidelines.

Each mentor must apply online, provide two 
references, be accepted, pass a background 
check, and agree to at least a three-year 
commitment before being matched with a 
student who has signed up to participate. 
Furthermore, all interaction between the 
mentor and mentee is limited to the school 

campus.
The program is intended to be student-

centered, so mentors are encouraged to ask 
students how they would prefer to spend their 
time together.  

“We do try to consider hobbies and interests. 
But mostly, we match each student with a 
responsible, adult friend.  The adults don’t have 
to teach or tutor or counsel anyone.  They just 
have to show up and spend some quality time,” 
Baldwin said. 

“We do have one pair who share an interest 
in music, so they spend their time together 
writing songs.  Another mentor used his time 
to help a student who wanted to learn more 
about woodworking to make gifts for family 
members,” Baldwin said.

Some, however, prefer to just hand out and 
visit. What both chapter participants have 
reported is that these card-playing, chess-
playing, hoop-shooting, piano-playing, or 
simply conversational moments all have a 
positive impact on both the students and the 
adults.

“It really is a two-way street,” Baldwin said.

- Continued From Page  1

Stock Show
But for LayciJo’s fans who 

were watching – her aunt and 
uncle, Carol and Rod Triplett; her 
parents, Karlyn and John, Jr.; and 
her brother Jorgan, it was sheer 
pride to watch LayciJo wrangle her 
calf into her possession by cradling 
its head with expertise, and to hear 
LayciJo’s name announced as the 
fi rst one in the group to haul in a 
calf, in approximately 20 seconds.

“The calf's head was right in my 
arms, and I just lifted it up off  its 
front feet, grabbed the halter out 
from my belt, put it on, and just 
drug it back to the pen.”

And to be sure that Grandma 
Nancy and Grandpa John Condon 
didn’t miss any of the action, Carol 
was live-streaming it on her cell 
phone for them to see.

“It was great fun to watch, but 
I’m also just really happy for her. It 
was such an awesome opportunity 
for her to see  some of the fi nest 
cattle and showmen in the country 

at this huge stock show. You know 
they see this, and they get to see all 
the possibilities of what the cattle 
industry is about; it gets in their 
blood,” said Carol Triplett, her 
aunt.

Catching the calf was indeed 
more than entertainment. It 
earned LayciJo the opportunity to 
bring home and raise a show calf 
from the Stock Show, then return 
a year later to show it there, and 
compete for the prestigious title 
of champion or reserve champion, 
which will then be auctioned off .

The calf she caught, roped, and 
drug into the pen at the rodeo is 
not the one that she will bring 
home to raise.  

“They use only rodeo-stock 
calves for that event. So we will 
go back in May, and then I will get 
to choose from one of the show-
stock, a higher-quality breed, to 
bring home and raise.”

Although LayciJo has four years 
of experience with raising and 
showing calves, she anticipates 

this will be more stringent about 
documenting the process. 

“I know that I have to report 
back to them every month to 
update how the calf is doing, and 
will likely have to include what I’m 
feeding the calf, any medicine I 
have to give it, that kind of stuff .”

LayciJo says that she learned 
about the program through 4-H, 
so she consulted her dad’s help in 
fi lling out an online application, 
which required her to explain what 
she would be able to provide for 
the animal’s housing, its care, as 
well as her experience in raising 
calves.

In addition to participating in 
the catch-a-calf contest, LayciJo 
said she also enjoyed seeing 
the expensive breeds that the 
commercial owners bring to the 
event from all over the United 
States, and to see the diff erent 
ways that other showmen present 
their livestock for show, like how 
they clip, groom, and blow dry the 
hide in diff erent ways than what 

she normally sees.
Both LayciJo and her mom 

added that visiting the booths 
of thousands of vendors--most 
selling products with a country-
western theme--added to the 
enjoyment of the trip as well.

My body handles the Daylight 
Saving Time change fairly well. 
I don’t require a lot of sleep, so 
jumping ahead or falling behind 
an hour means very little change 
for me. But for my family? Oh, 
they all need more sleep, and the 
week after the time change is not 
pleasant. 

Being a farmer’s daughter, I 
thought as a child that Daylight 
Saving Time was meant to give 
farmers extra time outside during 
the summer months. Of course, I 
learned in school that it was really 
meant to reduce electricity usage. 

While many countries around 
the world observe Daylight Saving 
Time, not every state in the U.S. 
does, including Hawaii and part of 
Arizona.

Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
has introduced a bill in the state 
legislature to end Daylight Saving 
Time, which has been met with a 
lot of support by the public because 
so many people despise the time 
change twice a year.  Eliminating 
it is good only in theory — unless 
other states follow suit. 

If you make a quick trip to 
Yankton or Sioux City, there 
would be a time change when they 
observe Daylight Saving Time. One 
could argue that people who live in 
Western Nebraska deal with a time 
change on a daily basis between 
Mountain and Central time. They 
make do, and so could the rest of 
Nebraska. 

But do we really want to be the 
odd one? Do we want to make 
things more diffi  cult? Personally, 

I’d rather it was a federal change 
with every state ending Daylight 
Saving Time. That would simplify 
things. 

The question then becomes if 
Nebraska passes the bill, would 
that encourage other states to 
do the same? Arizona made the 
change about 40 years ago, so I 
doubt Nebraska would impact 
many other state’s opinions any 
quicker.

We polled ACN Facebook users 
over the weekend to gain insight on 
local opinion on ending the time 
change. There were 160 people in 
favor of it and just 21 against.

I can’t disagree with the popular 
opinion that it would be nice to 
keep the time the same all year 
long. But unless it’s a national 
change, I see it being a longterm 
issue rather a week of frustration 
as one’s body adjusts. 

Sen. Briese, I like what you are 
trying to do, but go big or go home 
on this one. Either talk to Sen. Deb 
Fischer or leave it alone. 

Go big or go home with
Daylight Saving Time

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Jan. 14 24 12 0 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 10 6 0 
Thursday,  Jan. 16 20 -8 3.5 in snow 
Friday,  Jan. 17 27 6 1 in snow  
Saturday,  Jan. 18 18 3 0  
Sunday, Jan. 19 7 -7 0 
Monday,  Jan. 20 10 -5 0 

WEATHER REPORT

Public may rent hunting equipment at UNL
Hunting equipment now is available 

for rent by the public at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s Outdoor Adventure 
Center.

Rental has been off ered to the university’s 
students for about a year, and recently 
expanded to allow the public to rent the 
equipment, too.

Micaela Rahe, R3 (Recruitment, 
Retention and Reactivation) coordinator 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, said this is the fi rst program of 
its kind in the state. “There are hunting gear 

rental programs for the public in other states, 
but until now nothing in Nebraska. We’re 
really excited about this.”

The available gear is a pop-up blind, 
layout blind, duck decoy set of 14 birds, and 
jake/hen turkey decoy combination. Each is 
individually available to the public for $6/
day, $12/three days or $16/week.

The equipment is available through a grant 
partnership between NWTF and the Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund.

The primary purpose of the rental program 
is to allow new hunters to give hunting a try 
without the need to purchase a lot of gear 

right away, Rahe said.
“You can try hunting here for a minimal 

cost and decide if that’s something you want 
to invest in,” she said.

To pick up equipment, hunters must visit 
the Outdoor Adventure Center in person. 
Reservations may be made over the phone for 
three-day or seven-day rentals.

The facility is located at 930 N. 14th St. 
in Lincoln and is open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on 
weekends. For more information or to make 
reservations, call the facility at 402-472-4777.

Sonnichsen said. “You could 
actually unzip them, get water in 
them, and they would stay afloat.” 

The training, of course, is to 
prepare the firemen for real-life 
situations. Sonnichsen said they’ve 
used the suits twice already--once 
to rescue someone whose vehicle 
left the road and ended up semi-
submerged in a local farm pond. 

Last year, the Niobrara 
Department received a rescue call 
about someone who had tried to 
drive through a flooded roadway, 
and whose vehicle got swept 
away. Fortunately, no one was 
in extreme danger, so the suits 
weren’t needed. “But the flooding 
was kind of a wake-up call that 
we potentially may need to use 
them,” according to Shane Hrbek, 
Niobrara fireman.

Creighton has practiced the 
rescue protocol several times 
before, so this time, they invited 
Niobrara’s firemen over so they 
could train, too.

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
and to be honest, I was probably 
a little nervous, especially about 
getting in the water. I’m not a big 
fan of water, so that’s something 
that was a little out of my comfort 
zone at first,,” said Hrbek.

Seeing that the ropes attached 
to him weren’t secured to anything 
permanent on land, raised his 
anxiety a little. The ropes were 

held only by the grips of the men 
on land; however, Hrbek was 
quick to add, “I completely trusted 
them.”

Hrbek said he and the others 
from Niobrara were all observers 
at first, as they needed to know the 
details, like how to securely latch 
the ropes onto their carabiners 
(metal loops with a spring-loaded 
latches) before venturing onto the 
ice and into the water; then, how 
to use the rope to drag the victim 
to safety.

“It was a little more complicated 
than it looked at first--figuring out 
how to fasten the rope correctly 
to the victim in the water,” Hrbek 
said. However, Creighton fireman 
Sam Davidson entered into the 
water with Hrbek to assist and 
demonstrate. After that, Hrbek 
said it became much easier to do all 
the necessary steps himself. David 
Johnson was the other Niobrara 
fireman who wore one of the suits 
and entered in the water. 

Sonnichsen emphasized that 
there are other factors that are 
important in such an intense 
emergency situation as well, like 
how quickly firemen can get the 
suits on, and using hand signals 
to communicate certain steps, so 
there isn’t a lot of yelling. 

“It’s important to keep the 
victim calm and focused, so we 
practice ways to do that as well,” 
he said.

If the ice around the hole is 

jagged, a special sled is helpful 
in extracting the victim, so they 
practice attaching the sled to the 
person in the water. 

During previous training 
sessions, some of Creighton’s 
own firemen have volunteered 
to be the “victim” in the frigid 
water. However, they wear the 
special waterproof suit to protect 
themselves. 

“Last year when we practiced 
this same drill, the ice (on Cory 
Horstmann’s pond) wasn’t as 
thick, so it was cracking as they 
went. But that’s usually when 
people fall in, when the ice is too 
thin to support them.”

However, crackling ice is no 
deterrent to the rescuers; in fact, if 
the ice breaks away as they go, they 
will swim to the victim, using the 
buoyancy of the suit. If there’s no 
ice, and it’s a flood water situation, 
the fire department relies on having 
quick access to flat-bottom boats, 
which several local citizens have 
ready to go in those situations.

Creighton has a team of six 
firefighters who went through the 
initial training in South Dakota and 
who are now certified. Those six 
-- Garrett Carpenter, Randy Ebel, 
Phil Ebel, Sam Davidson, Chad 
Horstmann, and Sonnichsen--
are the “traveling team,” should 
other towns need assistance 
with a rescue. However, several 
other volunteer firemen have 
participated in the on-site local 

training, so they are prepared, if 
needed.

The evening of this particular 
drill, 19 Creighton firemen 
volunteered to show up for it, as 
did 8 EMTS. “The EMTs respond 
with us to all of our calls, so it is 
important for them to be prepared 
and involved, as well,” Sonnichsen 
said.

Others from Niobrara who 
were there to be trained included 
Jacob Johnson, Nate Sandoz, Ron 
Atkins, and Steve Hrbek.

Niobrara hopes to go through 
additional training, as well as 
add more gear, which includes 
the specialized ropes (that don’t 
deteriorate after being exposed to 
water).  

“I intend to go back to our 
next meeting and tell them what 
a great experience we had during 
training in Creighton,” Hrbek said. 
“Once we tell them how effective 
the training is, that there’s no 
pressure, I'm sure they’ll be eager 
to do it, too.”

The hours that firemen and 
EMTs spend in training and 
executing extra drills are all 
volunteer efforts. No one is 
compensated for their work or 
their willingness to help others 
in these (and other) dangerous 
situations.

“Ultimately, you hope that you 
never need to use any of this, but 
it's best to be prepared for every 
situation. That’s why we train,” 

step onto the competition mat,” 
Todd said. “It was at Canton, S.D., 
and he happened to be the very 
first wrestler to compete that day, 
becoming the first for our new 
program.”

The program continued to 
grow, especially as Crofton/
Bloomfield saw success. After an 
11-place finish at state in 2018, 
team began rebuilding and didn’t 
qualify anyone in 2019. But this 
year saw three qualifiers and 
several others who just missed 
the mark. 

“Last year we didn’t 
qualify anyone, and we were 
disappointed, but that just fueled 
the fire to keep us going,” Tyson 
Sauser said. “But next year, we 
hopefully will get even more kids 
down here and get to the state 
duals. Just keep pushing.”

That’s something Todd said he 
doesn’t have to do with Tyson. 
He never has to push his son to 
work harder; Tyson has his own 
internal desire. 

“I have to give him credit. He’s 
one of the hardest-working kids 
on the mat,” Todd said. “I’ve never 
had to get him up in the morning 
to go lift and never had to get 
him to practice. He’s honestly 
the hard-working kid I’ve ever 
coached, and I’m not saying that 

as a dad, that’s as a coach.”
But as a father/coach, 

Thursday and Friday were 
grueling for Todd, especially the 
second round of consolations. 
With Tyson wrestling on Mat 10, 
Todd was in the front row of the 
end stands, yelling advice to his 
son and watching every move.

“Wow, the butterflies in my 
stomach,” he said. “It’s different 
when it’s your kid. You just want 
the best for him even that much 
more. When they make it this far, 
it’s awesome. But you do want to 
get at least one win under your 
belt when you get down here. I’ve 
been down here, so I know what it 
feels like.”

Although Todd wrestled in 
Lincoln at the Devaney Center, 
he did know exactly what his 
son was feeling, which Tyson 
admitted was beneficial for him. 
Whenever he has a question, 
Todd has been there to answer 
and help every step of the way. 
But most of all, he offers support 
and encouragement.

“He helps me a lot and answers 
all my questions,” Tyson said. 
“Every day I wake up and want 
to be on the mat. I want to 
get down here and win a state 
championship.”

- Continued From Page  1

Sauser

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON PETITION TO DETERMINE 

CLAIM OF PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that 

David Wayne Gee as Executor of 
the Estate of Phyllis Doreen Gee 
has fi led a Petition to Establish 
Claim of Ownership of Accounts 
and for Order Directing Transfer 
to Estate under California Pro-
bate Code Section 850 asking 
for a Court Order determining 
a claim of ownership to UBS In-
vestment Account No. 1A Q5413 
P1 in the same of MARGARET 
R. NOLEN ℅ D GEE; U.S. Bank 
Accounts in the name of NOLEN, 
MARGARET R; GEE PHYLLIS 
D and all other accounts in the 
name of MARGARET R. NOLEN 
℅ D GEE and a hearing on the 
Petition has been set for Septem-
ber 21, 2020, at 8:30 A.M. in the 
Department 2D, Room 629, of 
the Los Angeles County Superior 
Court, 111 North Hill Street, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.

If you have a claim to the 
above-described property, you 
may attend the hearing and ob-
ject or respond to the Petition. 
If you do not want to attend the 
hearing, you may also fi le a writ-
ten response before the hearing. 
If you do not respond to the Pe-
tition or attend the hearing, the 
Court may make orders affecting 
of the property without your input. 

William M. Bullis, 
William M. Bullis, 
APC, 3360 Sunset Lane, 
Oxnard, CA 93035, 
805.985.4526, 
Attorney for David Wayne Gee, 
Executor of the Estate 
of Phyllis Doreen Gee
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BLOOMFIELD 
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

MAY 18, 2020
REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD OF EDUCATION
The Board of Education Dis-

trict 54-0586, Bloomfi eld Commu-
nity Schools, met in Regular Ses-
sion on Monday, May 18, 2020 in 
Room 203 at the High School.  

Members present: Dee Bra-
tetic, Brian Eisenhauer, Jason 
Hefner, Keith Koertje, Christy 
Mackeprang (via Zoom), and Hal-
ly Ziegler. 

Also present: Shane Alexan-
der, Tabitha Gilsdorf and Konnie 
Thiele 

Motion by Koertje, second-
ed by Eisenhauer, to declare 
the meeting open, with all legal 
requirements having been met 
showing the time and place of the 
meeting with all members having 
been notifi ed in advance of the 
call of the meeting.  

Aye: Dee Bratetic, Brian Ei-
senhauer, Jason Hefner, Keith 
Koertje, Christy Mackeprang and 
Hally Ziegler. Motion:Passed.

Motion by Eisenhauer, sec-
onded by Ziegler, to approve the 
agenda items of the meeting.  

Aye: Dee Bratetic, Brian Ei-
senhauer, Jason Hefner, Keith 
Koertje, Christy Mackeprang and 
Hally Ziegler. Motion:Passed

Motion by Eisenhauer, sec-
onded by Koertje, to approve the 
minutes of the Monday, April 20, 
2020 meeting.

Aye: Dee Bratetic, Brian Ei-
senhauer, Jason Hefner, Keith 
Koertje, Christy Mackeprang and 
Hally Ziegler. Motion:Passed

There was no public com-
ment:    

 Motion by Brian Eisenhauer, 
seconded by Ziegler, to approve 

the Consent Agenda minus the 
Hefner Hardware bill. 

Aye: Dee Bratetic, Brian Ei-
senhauer, Jason Hefner, Keith 
Koertje, Christy Mackeprang and 
Hally Ziegler. Motion:Passed

Motion by Ziegler, seconded 
by Koertje, to approve the pay-
ment of the Hefner Hardware bill 
of $1,067.76.

Aye: Dee Bratetic, Brian Ei-
senhauer, Jason Hefner, Keith 
Koertje, Christy Mackeprang and 
Hally Ziegler. Motion:Passed

The Board approved Lunch 
checks totaling $11,050.52, Es-
crow checks totaling $18,606.00, 
Cooperative checks totaling 
$3,662.86 and Activity checks to-
taling $10,930.81.

The Elementary Principal re-
ported that lunches will be chang-
ing to pick up only beginning 
on May 21st and will continue 
through June.  Lunches may be 
picked up on Tuesday and Thurs-
days only.  The Elementary staff 
are working on Google Certifi ca-
tion.  Pre-K through 1st grade will 
be utilizing the See Saw program.  
Ipads and Chrome books have 
been ordered and the Lexia pro-
gram will be used in the fall.  The 
playground has been fi nished.  
Jennifer Lauck will be taking the 
preschool para position.  McK-
ayla Hochstein has turned in her 
resignation.  We are currently tak-
ing applications for 2 para profes-
sional positions at the elementary 
school.

The Superintendent men-
tioned that Suzanne Cunningham 
has turned in her resignation.  We 
will be looking for a 7-12 para for 
the junior high/high school.  Staff 
members are working on end of 
year reporting.  Drivers Educa-
tion will start July 20th.  Laptops 

and iPads have been purchased.  
Funds from the Cares Act will 
help to pay for them.  At this time 
we are not planning on summer 
school.  If restrictions are lifted 
this may be revisited.  Summer 
projects include playground fenc-
ing at the elementary, elementa-
ry library shelving, sidewalk re-
placement at the high school and 
elementary, painting at the MPR 
and old gym and new installation 
of bleachers.  

There were no committee re-
ports.

The Board discussed that 
the weight room will be open to 
student athletes only at this time.  
There are restrictions to the num-
ber of students that may be con-
ditioning at any given time.  San-
itizing must be done before and 
after each group is in the weight 
room.  The school will be receiv-
ing approx. $44,000 in CARES 
Act funding that will be used to 
purchase computers and iPads.  
Discussion was held regarding 
activity ticket prices.  We will be 
putting a notice on Strive that do-
nations to the Activities depart-
ment are appreciated.   Track and 
Field lettering will be decided by 
Mr. Wilken.  

There were no action items.
The president adjourned the 

regular meeting at 6:57 pm.
The next regular meeting will 

be at 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 15, 
2020 in Room 203 at the High 
School.  

Jason Hefner- 
Board President

Konnie Thiele- 
Board Secretary
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
BLOOMFIELD  COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

MAY 18, 2020
APPROVED BILLS

40418...............................Arts Garbage Service .................... 653.24
40419...............................AT&T ............................................. 118.14
40420 ..............................Black Hills Energy   .................... 2,016.38
40421 ..............................Bloomfi eld Auto Parts  ..................... 43.59
40422 ..............................Blue Cross/Blue Shield  ................ 616.03
40423 ..............................Carhart Lumber Co  ........................ 58.41 
40424 ..............................CDW Government  .......................... 43.47 
40425...............................  Cev Multimedia LTD  .................... 750.00 
40426 ..............................City Of Bloomfi eld, Nebraska  ....... 250.00 
40427 ..............................Dollar General  ................................ 44.59 
40428 ..............................Eakes Offi ce Solutions  ................... 60.78 
40429 ..............................First National Bank  ....................... 263.55 
40430 ..............................First National Bank of Omaha  ...... 155.21 
40431 ..............................First National Bank of Omaha  ...... 246.17 
40432 ..............................First National bank of Omaha  ........ 10.00 
40433 ..............................First National Bank Omaha  .......... 360.79 
40434 ..............................Great Plains Communications ...... 550.44 
40435 ..............................Hartington-Newcastle School  .... 1,310.33 
40436 ..............................Hefner Hardware  ....................... 1,067.76 
40437 ..............................HM Receivables Co II, LLC  ....... 3,479.59 
40438 ..............................Hometown Leasing  ................... 1,433.03 
40439 ..............................McGraw-Hill Education Inc.  ....... 4,845.59 
40440 ..............................Menards - Yankton  ....................... 124.00 
40441 ..............................Sandy Miller  ................................. 343.00 
40442 ..............................Nationwide  ................................... 114.00 
40443 ..............................NCSA  ........................................ 1,280.00 
40444 ..............................Nebraska Public Power District  . 2,713.19 
40445 ..............................Northwest Evaluation Ass  ......... 1,175.00 
40446 ..............................Olson’s Pest Technicians Inc  ......... 94.00 
40447 ..............................One Source  .................................... 15.00 
40448 ..............................Perry, Guthery, Haase & Gessford  750.00 
40449 ..............................Pitzer Digital  ................................. 257.00 
40450 ..............................School Specialty ........................ 2,144.06 
40451 ..............................Staples Business Advantage .......... 38.86 
40452 ..............................Sterling West  ............................. 1,100.00 
40453 ..............................Storage & Design Group  .............. 700.00 
40454 ..............................U.S. Cellular  ................................. 141.70 
40455 ..............................Vision Service Plan (CT)  ................ 39.04 
40456 ..............................Duane Wilken  ............................ 4,320.00 
40457 ..............................WW Norton & Company  ............ 1,923.41 
40458-40469  ..................May Payroll  ........................... 257,793.61 
40470...............................Amazon Com  ............................ 1,308.22 
40471...............................School Specialty ........................... 672.24 
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ESTATE

THEME: LAWYER LINGO
ACROSS
1. Requests
5. Pub dispenser
8. Feline sound
11. HGTV’s “____ or Flop”
12. Ferdinand, e.g.
13. Like a ghost
14. *Pro ____, or in proportion
15. Miscellany
16. *Elsewhere
17. *Response to #51 Across?
19. Cher has one
20. Marine enchantress

21. Not tac nor toe
22. *Not underwear!
25. *Battery’s companion
29. Literary “even”
30. “____ it ____,” or go full 
force
33. Quartet minus one
34. Greyish brown
36. Common conjunction
37. Ban from school, e.g.
38. Homesteader’s measurement
39. Complete failure
41. “Stand and Deliver” singer
42. Relating to breastbone

44. Spectacle venues
46. Marcia’s jealous sister
47. Type of assistant, for short
49. Sudden and brilliant success
51. *Courtroom protest
55. Like blue sky
56. Twins, e.g.
57. Was a passenger
58. Shirking work
59. Volcano in Sicily
60. All over again
61. *____ se or ____ tem
62. Bear’s hangout
63. Quiet attention grabber

DOWN
1. Big do
2. Eastern European
3. Toy with a tail
4. Thinly spread
5. Tutu fabric
6. Mork from Ork
7. Walk, as through mud
8. Cripple
9. Major European river
10. Ancient Chinese dynasty
12. Stock exchange, in Paris
13. Mollify
16. Anisette, for short

18. Often precedes through, to 
search
21. Cough syrup amt.
22. Greek Bs
23. Don’t just stand there!
24. Habituate
25. Gives a hand
26. Of a city
27. Tarzan’s swing rope
28. *Reasons to sue
31. Peacock’s pride
32. Genetic initials
35. *Lie made under oath
37. Pre-Ionic

39. Belieber or Parrothead, e.g.
40. Usually not allowed in court
43. Back of the neck
45. *To lure into a compromising 
act
47. *To annul or suspend
48. Jinn or genie
49. Old Russian autocrat
50. Anis-fl avored aperitif
51. Newspaper piece
52. Atom that lost an electron, pl.
53. Words from Wordsworth, pl.
54. Type of salamander
55. European peak

PUZZLE ANSWERS

chips provide the right amount 
of sweet, smoky fl avoring, so the 
meat is prepared to perfection. 

Wieneke also said he’s an avid 
fan of various shows on television 
that feature barbeque cooking and 
contests. 

“Sometimes I might get an idea 
of something to try, but mostly, 
I just really like watching what 
others do.” 

However, whenever he fi nds 
a restaurant that serves ribs that 
delight his palette, he seeks some 
of their secrets.

“I’m not afraid to ask them 
questions. And really, people who 
barbeque are willing to share. 
Well, unless it’s competition,” he 
said jokingly. “If you’re in a ribfest 
cook-off , the advice you get may 
not be in your best interest! But it’s 
all good-natured fun.” 

Wieneke expressed how grateful 
he is that Creighton residents have 
responded so positively to their 
eff orts. 

“We’ve had great turnout with 
people requesting the ribs every 
weekend. And I’ve got to give Julie 
a ‘shout-out’ for her salads she 
makes to go with them. It really 
makes a great meal. But we’re 
really just so thankful for all the 
people who have volunteered to 
help us by ordering ribs and also 
to keep this golf course going,” he 
said.

Wieneke referred to the 
numerous citizens who have been 
helping to dig a new waterway, 
move dirt, plant grass, build 
bridges, and more--so that golfers 
can once again enjoy the fairways 
and greens.

“Really, we just can’t thank 
people enough,” he said. 

CORONAVIRUS HELPFUL TIPS FROM THE CDC

A S S O C I A T I O N

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

manage stress
Take care of your body. Take deep breaths, stretch, or meditate. 
Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals, exercise regularly, get plenty of 
sleep, and avoid alcohol and drugs.

To learn more, visit www.cdc.gov.

Nebraska Press Association

Take care of your body. Take deep breaths, stretch 
or meditate. Try to eat healthy, well-balanced 
meals, exercise regularly, get plenty of sleep and 
avoid alcohol and drugs. 

To learn more, visit www.cdc.gov.

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S

NE and Western IA
402-426-5022

Eastern CO
970-230-2052

Wisconsin
608-632-1389

www.GingerichStructures.com

LOOKING FOR A NEW SALES JOB?
GUARANTEED/STABLE INCOME POTENTIAL! ESTABLISHED TERRITORY AND HISTORY!

Advertising Account executive - telecommuting opportunity!
Midwest Messenger is looking for a highly competitive sales executive to grow our business in 

Nebraska. The right person will work extensively with business owners to develop advertising plans, 
including print and comprehensive digital programs. We are looking for someone that has excellent 
communication, presentation skills and a solid technology skills that come with working remotely. 

Previous advertising or media sales experience is preferred, but not required. Candidates should 
enjoy working with people, be goal-oriented and possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Successful 
prospecting and cold calling abilities to secure new business is a must.

Midwest Messenger/Lee Agri-Media, a division of Lee Enterprises, offers excellent earnings 
potential and a full benefits package, along with a professional and comfortable work environment 
focused on growth opportunities for employees. Weekly base salary plus excellent commission 
opportunities.

For full job description and requirements, please apply online at www.midwestmessenger.com/
workhere or email your resume to john.costello@midwestmessenger.com. EOE.

NOTICE OF 
SPECIAL MEETING

CREIGHTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CREIGHTON,

NEBRASKA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN that the Mayor and Council 
of the City of Creighton, Knox 
County, Nebraska, will hold a 
special meeting at 8:30 a.m. on 
Monday, June 1st, 2020 in the 
meeting room at the Creighton 
City Hall Offi ces located at 809 

Main Street. The purpose of the 
meeting at the time of this post-
ing is to approve Resolution 
2020-3 For Youth Baseball & 
Softball, approve Youth Baseball 
& Softball agreement/waiver, 
and accept ED Boards hire rec-
ommendation of new Economic 
Development Director.

 Published May 27, 2020 
ZNEZ

SPECIAL MEETING

THEME: OUTDOOR FUN
ACROSS
1. Sacred song
6. Chowed down
9. Acoustic repetition
13. Capital of Vietnam
14. 4 qts.
15. Teamsters’ group
16. Affair, in Paris
17. Bit of binary code
18. Part of TNT
19. *Sleeping under the stars
21. *Horticulturist’s hangout
23. Articulate
24. Combustible pile
25. Joe Louis move
28. Epiphany guests
30. Forgo
35. WWII side
37. *Bonfire fodder
39. Royal topper
40. Tiny river
41. Pond buildup
43. Miners’ passage
44. Best not mentioned
46. *What seekers do
47. Fairytale beginning
48. Same as “slow down”
50. Upper hand
52. Toni Morrison’s “____ 
Baby”

53. Threads
55. Pie ____ ____ mode
57. *a.k.a. shuttlecock
60. *Flying saucer
64. 2 halves of a diameter
65. Pilot’s deadline
67. *Fire starter
68. Triangular road sign
69. ____ Luis Obispo
70. “Die Lorelei” poet
71. Other than what is
72. One laid
73. Poker stakes

DOWN
1. First-rate, slangily
2. Ditto
3. Soon, to a bard
4. They are usually drunken
5. Biblical prophetess
6. Full of excitement
7. *Sun kiss
8. Funereal lament
9. “National Velvet” author 
____ Bagnold
10. Give a ticket
11. Sound warning
12. Lennon’s wife
15. State of agitation
20. African antelope
22. “Who ___ we kidding?”

24. a.k.a toes
25. *Banned lawn darts
26. Type of rotation
27. “The Hobbit” hobbit
29. *Played with a driver
31. Bye in Palermo
32. Lacked, for short
33. The oldest Goldberg 
sibling
34. *Skier’s turf
36. Snail-like
38. *Volleyball turf
42. Painter Degas
45. Beat the Joneses
49. Interesting person, 
acronym
51. Eli Manning’s first name
54. Ganders’ companions
56. *Famous ski town
57. Get-out-of-jail money
58. ____ of March
59. Make someone angry
60. Jack London’s “White 
____”
61. *Fisherman’s supply
62. Marine eagle
63. Augments
64. Pastrami partner
66. *”You’re it!” game

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, May 26 64 51 0 
Wednesday, May 27 78 47 0 
Thursday,  May 28 77 54 0 
Friday, May 29 72 44 .27 
Saturday, May 30 64 51 .11 
Sunday, May 31 83 53 0 
Monday,  June 1 93 63 0 

WEATHER REPORT

Post and Pipe Inc.

The BEST in Livestock Fencing
BUILT TO FIT YOUR NEEDS!

Panels, catch panels, crowding tubs, adjustable alleys,
four-wheeler ramps and portable catch panel trailers

Heavy Duty Gates Guaranteed 5 Years Against Animal Abuse
Creighton Division • Creighton, NE • 402-358-3400

L INN

Beginning June 1st NSAA 
member schools are permitted to 
conduct voluntary strength and 
conditioning sessions.

While permitting school-spon-
sored summertime conditioning 
programs, prioritizing the health 
and safety of all students and staff 
must remain the focus of each 
NSAA member school.

These requirements must be 
followed:

Maintain social distance by 
being 6 feet apart at all times.

Groups of a maximum 25 
persons (students) or less must 
be pre-determined

50% of rated occupancy does 
not apply to high school weight 

rooms per the express directive of 
the Governor’s office.

Member schools located in 
Hall, Hamilton, Merrick and Dako-
ta counties are limited to groups 
of 10 students per local directed 
health measures (DHMs).

Once groups are determined, 
students may not switch from one 
group to another.

Interaction between groups 
shall be avoided.

Sessions can only include 
weightlifting, running, and exercis-
es designed to promote physical 
fitness.

Sport-specific drills are not 
permitted, and sport-specific 
equipment may not be used as 

part of school-sponsored summer 
conditioning.

Implement diligent and effec-
tive cleaning and disinfecting of 
frequently touched objects and 
surfaces following the guidance of 
the CDC.

Additionally, NSAA member 
school-sponsored camps and 
clinics are prohibited in any sport 
at this time.

Pursuant to the Governor’s 
DHM, the following activities are 
prohibited: basketball, cheerlead-
ing, football, soccer, and wrestling 
(“Prohibited Sports”).

NSAA member schools may 
have open gyms where sport-spe-
cific drills are permitted, and 

sport-specific equipment may be 
used by individuals except in the 
Prohibited Sports.

It is the responsibility of each 
NSAA member school to comply 
with:

The above requirements; and,
The NSAA Summer Activities 

Bylaws.
Should the Governor issue 

further DHMs that would modify 
the foregoing provisions or other 
conditions warrant, these require-
ments will be adjusted.

Any further official updates will 
be posted on the NSAA website 
and the NSAA social media plat-
forms.

Weight Room guidelines

Sometimes we recognize when 
history is unfolding in front of us. 
We knew Sept. 11 was that tragic 
moment we would relive time and 
again. We felt it with Columbine, 
too. 

The death of George Floyd 
immediately felt like an historic 
event. Minneapolis had our 
attention. The world was watching 
and, for the first time, all were in 
agreement that what we witnessed 
on that video with the officer’s knee 
pressing on his neck for minutes 
was a horrific tragedy and wrong 
on every level. 

We all backed Minneapolis. 
The president issued a statement 
against the officer’s actions. 
Elected officials spoke out, both 
republican and democrat. All races 
and all ethnicities voiced their 
anger.

There was no planned effort to 
unite our country, but the anger 
over Floyd’s death did just that — 
for a brief moment. We were united 
until the violence, the looting, the 
riots wasted the opportunity to 
turn a tragedy into a moment of 
history that could have changed 
our country.

Can you imagine having one 
event that could have tipped the 
scale? This was that event. We 
were all watching. Minneapolis 
had the world’s stage. 

And wasted it. 
We can still be angry by Floyd’s 

death, but we cannot stand with 
those who turned to violence 
and burned buildings. While the 
violence started in Minneapolis, 
the unpeaceful protests are 
happening here in Nebraska, 
too. In Lincoln and Omaha, 
law enforcement, including our 
local Nebraska State Patrol who 
have been called to assist, are in 
dangerous situations with rocks, 
bricks, urine and other items 
thrown at them. To be fair, there 
have also been peaceful protests, 
including Saturday night’s protest 
in Norfolk. 

But for much of the country, 
this is no longer about Floyd or 
even a racial issue. We should be 
having conversations about why 
Floyd was mistreated and taking 
steps toward ending this. There is 
not a one-size-fits-all solution to 
racism, but this should have been 
our modern-day Martin Luther 
King moment. 

Maybe it still can be, if we 
make it that by having these 
conversations. Whether you’re at 
the coffee shop, having fellowship 
after church, making small talk 
somewhere or talking as a family, 
discussing why Floyd’s death is a 
tragedy is more productive toward 
ending racism than talking about 
the violent protests.

We can’t control those who 
wasted this opportunity to 
unite. However, we can control 
ourselves, so let’s shift the focus 
back to the problem at hand, unite 
as a country, talk about the issues 
and say a lot of prayers. 

Pray for the innocent families 
who are scared to sleep at night. 
Pray for the business owners who 
were already struggling and have 
now lost everything. Pray for our 
law enforcement who don’t want 
to be on the front lines but have 
no choice. Pray for George Floyd 
and his family. And pray this ends 
soon. 

If we’re going to end this, it has 
to happen here, too. We all have to 
be part of this.

Do not let riots waste 
opportunity for change

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher

THEME: COCKTAILS AND 
MOCKTAILS

ACROSS
1. Angelou and Rudolph
6. Mason’s load
9. Bobby Pickett’s “Monster 
____”
13. Infection from 
contaminated water or food
14. Formerly Cassius Clay
15. Slow, musically speaking
16. ____ Ste. Marie, Ontario
17. Bonding words
18. Like draft beer
19. *Cognac, orange liqueur, 
lemon juice
21. *Tropical cocktail favorite
23. Motion of approval
24. *Home of pisco sour

25. Smoker’s residue
28. Big butte
30. *It has both white and dark 
rum
35. Popular BBQ side
37. Pea houses
39. *Hold your drink aloft in 
honor
40. “Downton Abbey” countess
41. Subject of 17th century 
Dutch mania
43. Cote d’Azur locale
44. Teatro alla Scala offering
46. Sushi selection
47. Kind of jeans fit
48. *She famously disliked the 
eponymous drink
50. Chesterfield or ulster
52. Bro’s sib
53. Long and lean

55. Petting spot
57. *Negroni and boulevardier 
ingredient
61. Time for the big bowl games
65. Unethical loaner’s practice
66. Designed to guarantee 
equal rights
68. Cooler manufacturer
69. #38 Down, pl.
70. Atlantic catch
71. Musical ensemble
72. Rodeo Drive tree
73. It’s of the beholder
74. Rosetta Stone, e.g.

DOWN
1. Difficult situation
2. Antioxidant-rich berry
3. Common contraction
4. Kind of wrench

5. TV’s popular portmanteau
6. Let it down to relax?
7. *____ fashioned
8. D in LED
9. Take-out handout
10. Nay sayer
11. Sun, e.g.
12. Indigenous people of 
northeast Arizona
15. *Nespolino fruit
20. Highly skilled
22. Elbow rest
24. Portable lock
25. Fancy tie
26. Ski run
27. Sheik’s bevy
29. *Whiskey ___
31. Charged particles
32. Flip side, pl.
33. Binary digits code

34. Things on a list
36. “Star Trek” speed
38. Fodder holder
42. Eloise’s residence
45. Quiets
49. Otitis organ
51. *Popular mixer, pl.
54. Brother’s daughter
56. Should
57. Turning point
58. World’s largest continent
59. *To warm wine or cider and 
add spices
60. Junior ball
61. Green gemstone
62. Burn-soothing plant
63. Agitate
64. Yesteryear
67. *First name in cola and 
grenadine

Date	 High Temp	 Low Temp	 Precip
Tuesday, June 9	 79	 65	 1.30	
Wednesday, June 10	 72	 46	 0	
Thursday,  June 11	 83	 50	 0	
Friday, June 12	 90	 53	 0	
Saturday, June 13	 91	 61	 0	
Sunday, June 14	 90	 67	 0	
Monday,  June 15	 92	 69	 0	

WEATHER REPORT

CREIGHTON COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES

The regular meeting of 
the Board of Education of the 
Creighton Community School 
District No. 13 was held on June 
8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the High 
School Library.

Notice of the meeting was 
given in advance thereof by 
publication in the Knox County 
News, as shown by the Affidavit 
of Publication attached to the 
minutes. Notice was also posted 
at the City Offices, front door of 
the high school, and front door of 
the elementary school.

Notice of the meeting was 
simultaneously sent to all the 
members and a copy of their 
acknowledgment and receipt of 
notice and agenda is attached 
to these minutes. Availability of 
the agenda was communicated 
in the advance notice as was 
the notice to the members of 
this meeting. All proceedings 
hereafter shown were taken 
while the convened meeting was 
opened to the attendance of the 
public.

The agenda for the meeting 
is attached and incorporated into 
these minutes.

President Morrill called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Morrill announced that the Open 
Meeting Laws Act Poster was 
displayed on the wall at the 
entrance.

Members present: Kay 
Morrill, Duane Fanta, Dixie 
Hanefeldt, Matt Fritz, Amy 
Borgmann, and Greg Kuhlman. 
Others Present: Superintendent 
Thompson, Principal Nilson, 
Secretary Hoffman and district 
patrons.

The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited.

Fritz moved to approve the 
agenda, seconded by Borgmann. 
RCV: 6-0. Motion Carried.

There was no public 
comment.

Reports:
A. Superintendent Thompson 

said the roof should be completed 
around the first of August.

He has been working with 
the lawyer on revamping the 
classified and extra duty contracts 
and adding an addendum 
dealing with a pandemic. Several 
summer maintenance projects 
have already been completed. 

He is continuously monitoring 
the current situation as plans are 
made for the next school year.

B. Principal Nilson shared 
that the weight room is currently 
open. Graduation will be held on 
the football field on Saturday. 
The schedules for next year are 
almost finished.

C. Board President Morrill 
shared a needs analysis 
worksheet to assist committees 
as they prepare to make a 
recommendation to the board 
and a template for committee 
meeting reports. She also went 
over upcoming committee work 
for June.

D. The Building and Grounds 
committee met to review the 
bid from Johnson’s Heating 
and Air Conditioning on a 
HVAC unit for the multipurpose 
room. After change orders, 
the final cost of the unit will be 
$62,748.00. In order to fulfill 
the bus contract, the committee 
also recommended paying 
Creighton Bus Service $24,000 
for the remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year. The Planning 
and Development committee 
also met in May to discuss 2:30 
dismissal on Fridays, graduation, 
and strategic planning.

E. There was no 
correspondence.

Fanta moved to approve the 
consent agenda which included 
the May Minutes, June financial 
reports, and the annual review 
of the Bullying Prevention Policy 
504.20. Seconded by Fritz. RCV: 
6-0. Motion Carried.

Discussion/Action Items:
A. Borgmann moved to offer 

the twelve month classified 
contracts. Seconded by 
Hanefeldt. RCV: 6-0. Motion 
Carried.

B. Fanta moved to approve 
the roof payment to RaDec 
Construction for $342,887.69. 
Seconded by Fritz. RCV: 6-0. 
Motion Carried.

C. The meeting was opened 
for public comment for the 
annual review of the Parental 
Involvement Policy #1005.03. 
There was no public comment. 
Borgmann moved to approve 
the Parental Involvement Policy 
#1005.03 as written. Seconded 
by Kuhlman. RCV: 6-0. Motion 
Carried.

D. Discussion occurred 
on whether or not to dismiss 
at 2:30 on Fridays. The board 

agreed that they all thought the 
program that Principal NIlson 
had developed to have teachers 
spend time meeting with a 
specific group of students each 
week to review grades, etc. was 
a good idea and separated that 
from the 2:30 out vote. Morrill 
presented the different options 
and the result and comments 
from the public survey. With a 
2:30 out, students would still have 
all classes every day. Kuhlman 
moved to dismiss at 2:30 p.m. on 
Fridays for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Seconded by Fanta. RCV: 
5-1 Fritz – yes, Fanta – yes, 
Hanefeldt – yes, Kuhlman – yes, 
Morrill – no, Borgmann – yes. 
Motion Carried.

E. The bid from Johnson’s 
Heating and Air Conditioning 
for a roof top HVAC unit for the 
multipurpose room and kitchen 
was $64,970. Two change orders 
will decrease the cost to $62,748. 
Fritz moved to approve the 
contract from Johnson’s Heating 
and Air Conditioning for $64,970. 
Seconded by Borgmann. RCV: 

6-0. Motion Carried.
F. Due to COVID-19 and the 

electronic education format, the 
bus contract was modified by both 
parties to help accommodate the 
guarantees outlined in the signed 
contract and to best serve both 
parties. Kuhlman moved to pay 
$24,000 to fulfill the bus contract 
with Creighton Bus Service for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 
Seconded by Fritz. RCV: 6-0. 
Motion Carried.

G. Fritz moved to approve 
Fanta’s and Morrill’s attendance 
at the NASB meeting on June 
30th in Kearney. Seconded by 
Hanefeldt. RCV: 6-0. Motion 
Carried.

The following bills were paid:
At 8:16 p.m., Morrill 

adjourned the meeting. The next 
regular meeting of the Board 
of Education will be held on 
Monday, July 13, 2020, at 7:00 
p.m. in the High School Library.

Jennifer Hoffman, Secretary
Published June 17, 2020
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BILLS-CREIGHTON SCHOOLS
A Special Place......................................................................$384.91
Adams Electric.......................................................................$122.06
Amazon.com..........................................................................$816.97
Appeara....................................................................................$37.48
Apple Computer, Inc............................................................$5,880.00
Awards Unlimited....................................................................$253.15
Black Hills Energy..................................................................$282.46
Burns Lumber......................................................................... $611.10
C-Mart.....................................................................................$203.76
Cardmember Services............................................................$149.06
Cdw Government, Inc........................................................ $11,677.05
CMBA Architects.....................................................................$915.00
Creighton Bus Service.......................................................$24,000.00
Eakes Office Plus................................................................$1,458.16
EasyPermit Postage...............................................................$520.99
Flower Basket...........................................................................$33.00
J.W. Pepper..............................................................................$53.98
Johnson Controls Fire Protection........................................$2,045.04
Josten's....................................................................................$47.19
Key Sanitation........................................................................$212.00
KSB School Law.....................................................................$520.00
MSM Enterprises......................................................................$57.42
NALCO...................................................................................$762.86
Nebraska Public Power Dist................................................$1,767.91
Norfolk Daily News.................................................................$125.00
Olson's Pest Technicians........................................................ $110.00
Pitzer Digital LLC....................................................................$131.99
Postmaster.............................................................................$336.00
S & S Worldwide, Inc..............................................................$101.42
School Health Corporation.....................................................$942.25
Troxell Communications.........................................................$289.55
Viaero Wireless........................................................................$84.33

Published June 18, 2020
ZNEZ

PUBLIC NOTICES

making the best of this because she 
deserves it. She means the world to 
our family.”

Charlotte “Lottie” Wavrunek 
was born on June 14, 1912, near 
Walnut. She was the only daughter 
of Otto and Kamila Wavrunek and 
graduated from Verdigre High 
School in 1931. She and Bolton 
Randa married on March 14, 1933 
in O’Neill. 

In 1936, the Randas moved 
to the Sparta area and began 
farming. They were married for 
55 years, raised two sons, Don 
and Charles, and a daughter Betty. 
Both Charles “Chuck” Randa of 
Shingletown, Calif., and Betty 
Hintsala of Redding, Calif., were 
unable to attend Lottie’s birthday 
celebration, but Don of Verdigre 
was present for the festivities.

Bolton and Lottie lived near the 
creek for years.

“When she was carrying me, 
the creek flooded,” Don said. “She 
couldn’t even get out of the house 
because of all the water.”

Bolton and Lottie farmed until 
1955 before moving to Verdigre. 
Bolton died in 1988 at age 78 after 
battling Alzheimer’s.

Don said longevity does run in 
the family and had an uncle live 
into his 90s. Lottie’s father lived to 
be 83 and her mother was 79. The 
secret to a long life, Don said, is a 

healthy lifestyle.
“Don’t drink and don’t smoke,” 

Don said with a laugh. “She never 
did any of that. She had a garden 
all of her life and loved dancing.”

Carolyn said polka is her 
favorite and even danced to 
celebrate her 107th birthday. 
Lottie was active in many social 
and church organizations before 
entering Alpine Village, including 
the United Methodist Church, KP 
Homemakers and Faithful Friends 
Club. She often won at 10-point 
pitch and bingo.

Don said he and Carolyn visit 
Lottie often, although they can 
only see each other through the 
window. With her window next to 
the alley, they’re able to easily visit 
her. 

“Ever since the virus started, we 
haven’t been in,” he said. “But we 
go by almost every Sunday.”

Lindy, who is Don and Carolyn’s 
granddaughter, said she travels 
from Wayne often to visit, and 
Lottie was able to FaceTime family 
in other states during the holidays. 

“It’s difficult with her hearing, 
but she knows what’s going on 
and communicates,” Lindy said. 
“I love seeing her sass through 
the window and her shaking her 
finger. That’s how she always is, 
and I love it so much. This was 
wonderful today for her.”

- Continued From Page  1

Graduation
difference in the world. “Don’t 

just do your job, go above and 
beyond your duties for others. 
Make others wonder why you care 
so much about helping people. 
Make an effort to spend time with 
your family; be a good friend, 
lead a good life, and leave a good 
impact,” he advised.

He concluded his speech with 
a final tip: “Now is the time to 
start a new chapter. Be something 
spectacular, Class of 2020, 
because it’s go time!’”

Co-salutatorian, Madeline 
York expressed gratitude for her 
education at Creighton High 
School, commenting, “I never 
realized how appreciative I was to 
be a student at Creighton until I 
wasn’t here anymore.”

Although she admitted it was 
difficult to think about all the 
memories they missed out on, she 
said, “I remain optimistic with the 
countless ones we were able to 
make up to that point.” 

Even when students had to 
switch to online learning, she said 
the class showed resilience and 
flexibility, and even continued to 
grow together. 

Now that they had reached 
this milestone, York said she was 
thankful they were able to come 
together as a class and have a 
graduation ceremony.

“It may not be the ‘normal’ 
ceremony we’ve all been waiting 
for the past 13 years. But that’s the 
thing about our class — we’re not 

normal. We’ve always been able 
to overcome any obstacle thrown 
at us, and I know we’ll continue to 
do so. I’m confident we’ll all go out 
into this crazy world and make a 
difference.” 

Valedictorian Brian Johnson 
praised his class for being a 
talented group of “golfers, dancers, 
musicians, actors, runners, 
scholars, and athletes. If there was 
a 2020 Bulldog, there was a hard 
worker,” he said. 

And in expressing his gratitude 
to all who contributed to the 
success of the graduates in some 
way, he used the theme of “family” 
to pay tribute.  

“Creighton is more than just a 
place. It’s a family,” he said. He 
credited the leaders — parents, 
teachers, mentors, coaches — 
“who equip us with what we need 
to take on the world,” a message 
relevant to the current issues in 
society.  

He also compared classmates 
to being “brothers and sisters,” 
describing the kind of relationship 
that can go from “tormenting and 
teasing each other,” to defending 
each other at a moment’s notice. 
And “when the trials came, we 
fought together,” he said. 

After diplomas were 
presented by the administration, 
Superintendent Thompson and 
Principal Ryon Nilson, the class of 
2020 crossed their tassels to the 
other side of their mortar boards, 
then flung their caps into the air 
and cheered as the wind whipped 
them away.
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HOBY Conference provides leadership training

Advertising Really Makes Cents!
Save Time & Money!

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150 Nebraska news-
papers and get your message to over 490,000 readers.  
Statewide coverage for $6.41*/publication. 

Regional ads also available in central, southeast, northeast 
or western Nebraska. Additional sizes available.

*Statewide cost is just $975.
Contact this newspaper for more information 

or call 1-800-369-2850.
Nebraska 2x2 Display Ad Network

www.nebpress.com

Eric and Julie Ketelsen would like to announce the birth of 
their daughter, Ellie Anne. Ellie was born at 8:27 a.m. on 
May 26th at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital in Yankton, SD. 
She was 7 lbs. 15 oz. and 19 inches long. She is welcomed 
home by big sisters, Raegan Mae (9), Kenna Marie (6), and 
Lainey Jo (3). Grandparents are Mark and Karen Stelling 
of Bloomfield and Dale and Mary Ketelsen of Center. Great 
grandparents are Richard and June McManigal of Center.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Apply Online or In-Person Today!
POSITIONS INCLUDE:

• General Labor 
• Packager (FT & PT) 

•Sanitation 
•Maintenance

BENEFITS:
✔✔ On-the-job training 
✔✔  Benefits start 30 days or less 
✔✔  Tuition reimbursement (FT & PT eligible) 
✔✔  Shift differential for 2nd & 3rd shifts 
✔✔  Matching 401(k), up to 6% 
✔✔ Opportunities to advance

Great People. Great Benefits. Great Opportunities. EOE: M/F/D/V

105 N Main Street • Wakefield, NE | Ph: 402.287.2211| www.MichaelFoods.com

Text: v8494673 
To: 825368 

Tell us you are interested in opportunities! 
Answer a few screening questions.  

Someone from HR will reach out to you with next steps. 
*carrier message and data rates may apply

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com
The Nebraska 8-Man Football 

Coaches Association decided 
to cancel this year’s Sertoma 
8-Man Football All-Star game. 
The decision was announced on 
Monday.

The game was originally 
scheduled for this month, and 
then was rescheduled for July 16 
in Hastings.

Bloomfield’s Braden 

Eisenhauer was picked to play 
and Matt Kuchar was picked as a 
coach for the all-star game.

Sertoma cancels  
All-Star game

 Matt Kuchar  Braden Eisenhauer

  By HANNAH 
SCHMECKPEPER PENA
 news@myknoxconews.com 

  Selma Pena got selected as a 
candidate for the HOBY Seminar. 
HOBY stands for Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership. 
   Hoby was founded by Hugh 
O’Brian in 1958 as a nonprofit 
organization to inspire the global 
community of youth. 
   This showed them how to ded-
icate themselves through leader-
ship,service, and innovation. This 
leadership was originally sup-
posed to happen May 29th- May 
31st in Seward at Concordia. 
   Due to Covid-19 it got cancelled, 
but that didn’t stop them. They 
still continued but over a Zoom 
conference. 
   The director of HOBY sent an 
email to the Bloomfield counselor 
wanting her to talk to the sopho-
mores about it and just give them 
more information on it. 
   Selma stepped forward saying 
she was interested in this confer-
ence, and the school chose Selma 
to represent them. 
    Due to it being cancelled, they 
chose to reschedule this for June 
11th- June 12th. She had to go to 
school those two days and be on 
a Zoom conference from 8 a.m to 
3 p.m. 
    “When I first got into the Zoom 
session, they sent out links to us 
to figure out what type of leader 
we are. The questions they were 
asking were ‘What would you do 
in your community? What type of 

activities would you do? What do 
you want to do during this time 
during Covid-19?’” said Pena.

   Her results indicated she was a 

‘Common Purpose Leader,” which 
means that Selma is a leader who 
loves to have everyone involved in 
the activity that they are doing. 
She wants to know everyone’s 

input, and does’t just wait for 
certains people’s thoughts, b but 
treats everyone with equality. 
    Over her Zoom sessions, she 
was grouped with ten people,  and 
that was her group for next two 
days. There were 150 students 
during this leadership conference. 
There were three different lead-
ers, two adults and one senior in 
highschool. 
    “Our leaders asked us what we 
would want to do during this time 
while Covid and riots are going 
on. 
    My group thought we should 
make an instagram account and  
post motivational quotes and ad-
vice during Covid-19. My whole 
group wanted to share the ac-
count,” said Pena. 
   During this conference they were 
supposed to have a lot of  motiva-
tional speakers but due covid-19 
the motivational speakers just re-
corded themselves. They students 
would watch the videos in their 
groups. 
“ I enjoyed this conference a lot! 
I was pretty energized and hap-
py during this conference. I love 
being social and getting to know 
people. I met a lot of new people.” 
Said Pena.  
  “Even though it wasn’t the same 
I still had a lot of fun! I would 
definitely recommend this for 
next year’s class of sophomores 
because it shows you how to be 
involved in your community and 
teaches you leadership skills for 
now and the future,” said Pena. 
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Winning Artist

Kiersten Hans  of Bloomfield won first place in the K-3 
divsion of a “Fish Art” contest sponsored by Wildlife Forever 
and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

To enter, she had to submit an original 9x12 horizontal 
picece of artwork featuring a fish from the Official Species 
List. 

For Nebraska entries, the “chosen” species was a Channel 
catfish. To view the other winning entries (including 
Kiersten’s), from all the states, go to https://statefishart.org.

According to the Game and Parks website, the contest was 
inspired in 1997 by a fifth grader’s homework assignment, 
after   dhe discovered there was little information on all the 
different state-fish in the U.S. 

“The annual international contest has been around for 
over 20 years educating kids, teachers and parents on aquatic 
resources, conservation and fish.” 

In addition to winning first place in this contest, Kiersten’s 
artistic talent has earned awards in various other contests 
as well. She earned first place in district, state, and national 
for the Natural Resources District Poster contest, as well as 
honorable mention (4th) for the Catholic Voice Christmas 
contest; third place for the Nebraska Aviation Art contest; 
first place for the Nebraska State Weather Awareness Poster 
contest, and first place in the Nebraska State Art Competition 
contest.

Kiersten Hans displays her painting of a Channel catfish, which won 
her first place in an art contest.
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The Bloomfield pool has 
opened up for business for 
the summer and will be open 
seven days a week. 

The pool prices will stay the 
same: individual season passes 
will be $50, family season 
passes will be $100, child 
daily passes ( 18 and under) 
$2.00, and an adult pass will 
be $5.00. 

With the new rules, the 
swimming pool will open for 
two sessions daily. The first 
session of 25 swimmers will 
be from 12:30-2:30 p.m. The 
pool will then be closed for 30 

minutes for the staff to sanitize 
the whole area and they will 
open for 25 swimmers  from 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 

This will be ‘first come-
first served’ for the first 25 
swimmers. 

Season and daily passes 
must be purchased  at the City 
office in the community center; 
no  passes will be available at 
the pool.The city office hours 
to purchase a pass and sign the 
waiver will be Monday-Friday 
9 a.m-12 p.m and 1 p.m-3 p.m

 For further questions, call 
the city office at  402-373-2272.

    Northeast Community College 
in Norfolk released its President’s 
Honor List and Deans’ Honor 
List for both full and part-time 
students for the Spring 2020 
semester.
President’s Honor List. These 
students earned a 4.0 grade point 
for at least 12 credit hours:  Ashley 
Guenther, Bloomfield; John 
Crockett, Creighton; Kylee Kracht, 
Wausa. 
Dean’s Honor List. These 
students attained a grade point 
average of 3.75 for the semester 
while being enrolled for at least 12 
credit hours: 

Michael Castaneda, Mitchell 
Mackeprang, Robert Poppe from 
Bloomfield; Hannah Lemke, 
Brody Vrooman from Creighton; 
Noah McFarland from Crofton; 
and Joseph (J.D.) Kuhlman from 
Wausa. .
President’s Honor List for 
part-time students. These 
students attained a grade point 
average of 4.0 for the semester 
while being enrolled for at 
least six credit hours:  Braxton 
Brockhaus, Cydnee Coutts, Haley 
Novacek, Madeline York, all from 
Creighton.
 

COLLEGE NOTES First Day at the Pool

Swimmers keep their social distance while enjoying their first dip 
into the Bloomfield swimming pool Below, Luke Fehringer and Evan 
Haverkamp are on duty watching the swimmers and making sure 
everyone is safe.
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   For a second year, the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
challenges residents to introduce 
someone to fishing. 
    Doing so will earn people the 
chance to enter in a contest titled, 
“Take ‘em fishing.”
 Entries require people to snap a 
photo, submit it, and tell a little 
about the trip.  The entry form is 
available on the Game and Parks 
website.  
  Prizes include a kayak, a $500 gift 

card to Scheels,  a weekend stay at 
a Nebraska state park, and more. 
  Prize winners will be contacted 
by Nebraska Game and Parks and 
announced on social media. All 
are reminded to buy a Nebraska 
fishing permit online (although 
youth 15 years old and younger do 
not need a permit.)  
    “It doesn’t matter if they’ve never 
fished before, or have just fallen 
out of the habit. Take ’em fishing. 
You’ll be glad you did.” 

TAKE ‘EM FISHING



Arbor Care Center in 
Hartington, NE has chosen 
Richard “Moose” Trenhaile as 
the Resident of the Month for 
June 2020.

 Richard or better known as 
“Moose” was the oldest of nine 
children of Harold and Evelyn 
Trenhaile. 

He was born in Bloomfield, 
Nebraska on December 29, 1933. 
He attended country school for 
his elementary years, and then 
attended and graduated from 
Bloomfield High School.

Moose married Darlene 
Kastrup March 5, 1953, had 6 
children; 3 sons; 2 of whom 
passed away early in life, and 3 
daughters. He has 7 grandchildren 
and 2 great-grandchildren.

Moose & Darlene moved 
to Chula Vista, CA in 1955 
where he worked in an  aircraft 
manufacturing plant,  retiring 
July 1, 1991. He and Darlene 

traveled a great deal, and at one 
time put over 18,000 miles on 
their vehicle in 5 months.

In 1993 they moved back to 
Bloomfield to be closer to their 
parents. During this time they 
wintered in Yuma, AZ for 27 
years.

His hobbies include: playing 

cards, golfing, fishing, camping 
and riding motorcycles.

Moose has been a welcome 
addition to our facility since 
October 16, 2019. We always look 
forward to his travel adventure 
stories as well as his laughter and 
smiles.
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their next adventure, which may take them a differ-
ent direction in the state. They aren’t committed to 
covering areas in any particular order. They like the 
experience to feel more random and “road-trippish.”  
     Yet each place they visit seems to share something 
in common, according to both of them. 
   “Hospitality is definitely a common theme,” Seth 
said.
    Austin concurred, adding that it’s amazing how 
friendly everyone is along the way.  They even travel 
light because “people have generously provided us 
with food along the way. We don’t expect anything, 
but towns with restaurants often serve us meals for 
free,” he said.  
    Others have even given them shirts, koozies, pens, 

and other souvenirs “to show off their hometown 
pride.”
    So what started out as just a way to beat boredom 
has transformed into a meet-and-greet opportunity 
across the state. Now when Seth estimates their time 
on the road, he has to factor in time they will likely 
spend in each community. 
   The two also do a little background research on 
each community, which they add to their posts. Seth 
says he hopes to turn this all into a book someday, 
more like a “travel journal,” he said.
    Whether or not the BerryPepper experience will be 
worth a chapter or not is yet to be determined, but 
Austin recommends it.
    “It’s fruity, and I like it,” he said.

Crofton School awards 
students for achievements  The Nebraska Department of Economic Development (DED) has announced a brief pause on the 

application process for Small Business Stabilization Grants for Livestock Producers. Applications will be 
accepted once again starting Monday, June 22, at 8:00 a.m. CST. To account for the scheduled delay, the 
application deadline has been extended from June 26 to July 1, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. CST.

Potential applicants are encouraged to review the application guidelines and eligibility requirements, 
which are also available online www.getnebraskagrowing.nebraska.gov prior to applying.

Resident of the Month

ROAD TRIP
 - Continued from Page 4

The traveling trio from Wahoo got a personal tour of  Creighton’s Gingerbread House, where they enjoyed their 
first-ever BerryPepper. 

Crofton Schools recently announced the following 
achievement awards for students 9-12:

Band
Outstanding Musician, Rachel Rath; Most 

Improved, Megan Tramp; Junior High Outstanding 
Musician, Emma Bilka; Junior High Most Improved, 
Grant Schieffer.

Chorus
Outstanding Soprano, Quinn Schieffer; Most 

Improved Soprano, Kelsey Schieffer; Outstanding 
Alto, Karley Schieffer; Most Improved Alto, Rachel 
Rath; Outstanding Tenor, Gavin Potts; Most 
Improved Tenor, Roy Knapp; Outstanding Bass, 
Gabriel Potts; Most Improved Bass: Wayne Bilka. 

Junior High Music
Outstanding Female Musician, Emma Bilka; 

Outstanding Male Musician, Nolan Babcock; Most 
Improved Female Musician, Ava Backer; Most 
Improved Male Musician, Grant Schieffer.

Skilled & Technical Science  Awards
Top Carpenter, Ethan Tramp; Best Welder, 

Jared Janssen; Top Shop Foreman, Justin Potts; 
Best Tech, Rebecca Leader; Best Mechanic, Riley 
Sprakel; Best Equipment Repairman, Ryan Poppe; 
Best Designer:  Tyler Potts

Art Awards
“Best of Show” at Wayne State College Art Day, 

Anastacia Suing/Acrylics; “Runner-Up” for Best 
of Show at Wayne State College Art Day, Sarah 
Kleinschmit/Colored Pencil.  “Honorable Mention” 
at Wayne State College Art Day, Karmen Koch/
Pencil; “Honorable Mention” at Wayne State College 
Art Day, Taylor Haberman/Pencil 

Social Studies Awards
12th Government Ronald Reagan “Great 

Communicator” Award, Jason Zavadil; “Honest 
Abe” Lincoln Award, Paul Burbach; 11th American 
History Buff Award, Kelsey Schroeder; Psychology, 
Howard Gardner Multiple Intelligences Award, 
Karmen Koch; Cultural Geography, Where’s Waldo 
Award, Jimmy Allen.

10th grade World History, Debate: What Really 
Happened Award, William Poppe; 10th World 
History Expert, Ella Wragge.

8th American History Expert, Kaylee Mauch; 7th 
Social Studies Globe Trotter, Liam Mosher.

Physical Education/Strength & Fitness Awards
9th Phys. Ed, Blair Jordan; junior high Phys. 

Ed., Nolan Babcock; Most Improved lifter, Izaac 
Sukovaty; Outstanding  Lifter, Hunter Hegge.

Guidance Awards
Helping Hand Award, Ramsey Einrem (JH); Extra 

Mile Award-Taylor Schieffer (HS).
English Awards
Argumentative Writing, Rachel Rath; 8th Grade, 

Kaylee Mauch; 7th Grade, Grant Schieffer; English 
12, Kaylee Koch; English 10, Ella Wragge, William 
Poppe; CHS 2020 Outstanding Writers, Makenzie 
Mellem, Percy Dalton; Pictorial Journalist, Andy 
Knapp; English 9, 1st semester Outstanding 
Student, Rebeca Leader; English 9, 2nd semester 
Outstanding Student, Piper Dather.

Spanish Awards 
Spanish 1, 1st Semester outstanding students, 

Kiera Altwine, Austin Guenther, Brooklyn Fiscus, 
Wiliam Poppe; 2nd Semester Cassie Altwine, Araya 
Nielsen, Rori Schmidt

Spanish 2 Outstanding Student 1st Semester, 
Kelsey Schroeder, Quinn Schieffer; 2nd Semester 
Justin Potts

Math Awards
College Math, Depth of Knowledge, Connor 

Arens; College Math, Desmos Wizard, Kelsey 
Schieffer. Algebra II Self Motivated Online Learner, 
Kiera Altwine.

College Math / Calculus / Teach Academy - CHS 
Math-Saver,  Karmen Koch. Geometry Depth of 
Knowledge, Austin Guenther.

7th-grade math Self-Motivated online learner, 
Tyler Barnes; 8th-grade math Self Motivated Online 
Learner, Caden Michael. Algebra Self-Motivated 
Online Learner, Madisen Petersen; Most Determined 
Learner, Sabrina Kaiser.

Science Awards
Survivor Award, Zach Berger; Charles Darwin 

Biology Buff Award, Austin Guenther; Mitochondria 
Powerhouse Award, Rowdy Hegge; Human Heart 
Hard Worker Award, Rayvin Strivens.

Top Chemistry Student, Justin Potts; Top 
Physical Science Student, Rebecca Leader; Top 
Earth Science Student, Claire Steffen.

Family & Consumer Science Awards
Most Adventurous Che, Brianna Berger; 

Outstanding Sous Chef, Sean Segovia; JH FCS 
Award, Edison Sudbeck; Learn, Play, Grow Award:, 
Erica Tindle’ Leadership Award, Cheynne Anderson; 
Quilting Challenge Awardm, Abrianna Eilers; Interior 
Design Award, Sabrina Kaiser; Master Chef Award, 
Matt Dohrman

Business
Top Personal Finance Student, Madilyn Lange; 

Top Introduction to Business Student, MaKenzie 
Mellem; Digital Media, Most outstanding DM 
Person, Abby Steffen;  Most Outstanding Advanced 
Software person, Connor Arens

Agriculture Education Awards
Commodity Marketing Champion, Justin Potts; 

Most Relevant Class-related Demonstration, 
Mayson Ostermeyer; Most Informative Class-
related Project,  Connor Arens; Outstanding 
Senior Agricultural Education Student, Tyler Potts; 
Outstanding Freshman Agricultural Education 
Student, Megan Tramp

Warrior Way News Awards (Journalism, 
Computer, & Classroom contributions)

Photography, Rowdy Hegge; Not So Camera 
Shy, Lacey Sprakel; Bright Ideas, Allie Dahl.

Mid State Conference Academic All-
Conference Awards (Score a 26 or higher on the 
ACT)

Thomas Honeywell, Karmen Koch, Kaylee Koch, 
MaKenzie Mellem, Gabriel Potts, Justin Potts (tied 
for top honors in the Mid State Conference), Conner 
Arens, Rachel Rath

Academic All-State Awards (NCPA with the 
NSAA Requirements: varsity player or organizational 
leader who has played a significant role in their 
activity; cumulative GPA of 3.7 or above; nominated 
by coach or sponsor of their activity)

Piper Dather and Francine Zulueta, Girls Golf; 
Kiera Altwine and Kelsey Schieffer, Girls Cross 
Country; Gabriel Potts and Conner Arens, Boys 
Cross Country; Taylor Schieffer and Alexis Arens , 
Volleyball; Justin Potts and Zach Weber, Football; 
Kaylee Koch and Gabriel Potts, Play Production; 
William Poppe, Wrestling; Alexis Arens and Ryah 
Ostermeyer, Girls Basketball; Justin Potts and Tyler 
Potts, Boys Basketball; Taylor Schieffer and Gabriel 
Potts, Speech; Gabriel Potts, Vocal Music and 
Instrumental Music; Ryah Ostermeyer and Alexis 
Arens, Girls Track & Field; Justin Potts and Connor 
Arens, Boys Track & Field ; Tyler Potts and Zach 
Weber, Boys Golf.

Heart of a Warrior Award: Gabriel Potts
Student of the term certificates
Term 1: Megan Tramp & Grant Schieffer
Term 2: Mayson Ostermeyer & Ramsey Einrem
Term 3: Araya Nielsen & Edison Sudbeck
Term 4:  Ryah Ostermeyer & Ava Backer
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Current Towns Visited: 
          320 out of 531   	

Total Miles Traveled:  
5749

On Wednesday, June 
17th, they will be visiting 
the following towns: 

Petersburg
Elgin

Chambers
Atkinson
Emmet

O’Neill (Holt County Seat)
Inman
Page

Orchard
Brunswick

Royal
Ewing

Clearwater
Neligh (Antelope County 

Seat)
Oakdale
Tilden

Meadow Grove
Battle Creek

SCHOLARSHIPS
 - Continued from Page 4

Amanda Juracek,(CONTINUED)   American Red 
Cross Scholarship, CHS Makes Me Smile Scholar-
ship, Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Kaleigh Krueger, Employment
Carson Lilly, Plumbing, Northeast Community 
College; Volkman Plumbing & Heating Scholarship, 
Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Conner Lucas, Agronomy, Northeast Community 
College
Sierra Nielsen, Dental Hygiene, University of South 
Dakota; D.A. VanDeveer & Joe Radosti Scholarship, 
Creighton FFA Scholarship, Erwin McDowell Trust 
Loan
Haley Novacek, Nursing; Northeast Community 
College NECC Deans Scholarship, NECC Presi-
dent’s Early Entry Scholarship, NECC Jagmahan 
Desai and Family Scholarship, Wendell & Leta 
Morrill Scholarship, Eastern Star #84 Scholarship, 
Ed Altamore Memorial Scholarship, Creighton FFA 
Scholarship, Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Kayla Pieper, Nursing, University of Nebraska-Oma-
ha; Erwin McDowell Trust Loan

Brennan Pint, Accounting, University of Nebras-
ka-Omaha; UNO Regents Scholarship, Susan 
Thompson-Buffet Scholarship, Charlie Schneider 
Memorial Scholarship, Creighton FFA Scholarship
Julius Tauber, Service, U.S. Marine Corps
Sam Van Metre, Service, U. S. Marine Corps
Charlize Wilmes, Pre-Veterinary Medicine, Wayne 
State College; Tim Knuth Memorial Scholarship, 
Ed Wagner Memorial, St. Ludger Parish Council of 
Catholic Women Scholarship, Creighton FFA Schol-
arship, Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Caden Wortman, Business, Wayne State College
Madeline York, Elementary Education, Wayne 
State College; WSC Dean’s Excellence scholarship, 
Albrecht Family Scholarship, CHS Makes Me Smile 
Scholarship, Creighton National Honor Society 
Scholarship, Erwin McDowell Trust Loan
Brayden Zimmerer, Criminology & Criminal Justice, 
University of Nebraska-Omaha; Pauline & Sanford 
Saunders Scholarship, Adolph Jacobs & Harriett 
Jacobs Memorial Scholarship
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• Direct Mail Services
• Flyers

• Custom Websites
• Posters

• Ticket Books
 • Cards 

• Calendars 
and Much More!
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