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Is thIs legIt?
How to be medIawIse and VerIfy claIms usIng 3 questIons from 

the Stanford HIstory EducatIon Group

3
FACT-CHECK 

BEFORE YOU SHARE

who's behInd the Info?

what's 
the evIdence?

What do other 
sources say?

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
OR THE ORGANIZATION THAT 
PUBLISHED THE CONTENT. 
WHAT ARE THEIR MOTIVATIONS? 
DO THEY HAVE SOMETHING TO GAIN
FROM YOU BELIEVING THEIR CLAIM?

MAKE SURE THE POST INCLUDES
PROOF! IS THE AUTHOR TRANSPARENT

ABOUT THEIR SOURCES? ARE THERE
LINKS? OPEN UP A FEW BROWSER

TABS TO REVIEW EACH SOURCE.

USE KEYWORDS FROM THE CLAIM
TO FIND OUT WHAT ELSE HAS BEEN 
REPORTED. RevIew both prImary 
Info, lIke government data, as 
well as secondary SOURCES, 
such as news 
artIcles.



1

2

Is thIs legIt?
How to be medIawIse and VerIfy claIms usIng 3 questIons from 

the Stanford HIstory EducatIon Group

3
FACT-CHECK 

BEFORE YOU SHARE

who's behInd the Info?
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
OR THE ORGANIZATION THAT 
PUBLISHED THE CONTENT. 
WHAT ARE THEIR MOTIVATIONS? 
DO THEY HAVE SOMETHING TO GAIN
FROM YOU BELIEVING THEIR CLAIM?

what's 
the evIdence?

MAKE SURE THE POST INCLUDES
PROOF! IS THE AUTHOR TRANSPARENT

ABOUT THEIR SOURCES? ARE THERE
LINKS? OPEN UP A FEW BROWSER

TABS TO REVIEW EACH SOURCE.

What do other 
sources say?
USE KEYWORDS FROM THE CLAIM
TO FIND OUT WHAT ELSE HAS BEEN 
REPORTED. RevIew both prImary 
Info, lIke government data, as 
well as secondary SOURCES, 
such as news 
artIcles.


